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Commonwealth

Ripon     re    

by Kaitlyn Scoville

It was around 12:15 a.m. on 
Sunday, Aug. 31, 1868. 

Coming down from the 
Mapes House 
to the Gre-
enway block 
(known today 
as 300 Watson 
St.) to the block 
that holds busi-
nesses between 
Patina Vie to 
Brinkley’s, the entire East side 
of downtown Ripon was devas-
tated by fl ames.

The fi re had begun outside 
the rear of what was Bittel’s 
Meat Market, and the fl ames 
spread to mostly the exterior of 
the buildings that were affected.

Thirteen buildings in total 

Putting out fi res for 150 years
Ripon Area Fire District celebrates 

a century and a half of service
were ravaged that night, with 
no severe injuries. Damages to-
taled $35,000, which is equiva-
lent to almost $641,000 today.

This fi re was the turning 
point in Ri-
pon’s histori-
cal outcry to 
have a fi re 
brigade.

Since Ripon 
was founded 
in 1849, 
there was no 

organization for combating fi re 
within the territory before what 
is now the Ripon Area Fire 
District (RAFD) was organized 
150 years ago. It was left to the 
citizens of the new town to deal 
with any emergencies.

3 For a special section 

honoring area fi re-

fi ghters and fi rst responders, 

see inside this week’s paper.

GUARDIANS 2020

See FIRES/ page 7

Ripon's 2021 budget 
by the Numb3rs

by Jonathan Bailey
jbailey@riponpress.com

Ripon City Administrator Lori Rich shared a favorable budget 
proposal with the Common Council last week Thursday, one that 
saw the city’s debt burden continue to decline, taxes go down and 
a balanced budget without making any cuts this year.

It came during the fi rst of at least two budget hearings before it 
is brought to a public hearing Tuesday, Nov. 10 during the regular 
Common Council meeting.

Rich noted as the city was putting the budget for 2021 together, 
its goals were “to limit our levy increase per the state’s restrictions, 
continue all of our existing programs at the current service levels, 
replace outdated equipment and keep our new borrowing below the 
amount of principal being paid off on our existing debt, so we can 
continue that nice downward trend.” 

The city was able to do just that as the positives of net new con-
struction generated property tax revenue of $17,822, a projected 
increase in state shared revenues, a decrease of almost $19,000 in 
debt payments, a $13,000 savings for it not being a presidential 
election year and a lower-than-expected premium increase (3%) 
for health insurance helped cover the negative of a 3% increase in 
wages, which amounted to approximately $63,533.

Challenges for Ripon in the upcoming years that Rich noted in the 
budget proposal last week Thursday included stagnant or declining 
state revenues, increases in general operating expenses, continued 
levy limit restrictions, limits on certain fees, expenditure restraint, 
continue evaluating operations, possible service cuts, fi nding new 
revenue and clarifying its mission and targeting its resources.

$5,866,379
Expenditure limit

$5,866,172
Proposed base budget

$207
Below limit

$8.75
Tax rate per $1,000 property value

1.59
Percent decrease 

from last year

$14.18
Decrease in taxes 

per $100,000 home

$12 million
The city’s debt burden, which is $8M 
lower than 2009 and is getting closer 

to the $4 to $10M before that
Numbers and story continued on back page

Jonathan Bailey graphic/information from city of Ripon

CELEBRATING 150 OF the Ripon Area Fire District aboard an antique fi re truck are Lt. Heather 
Donovan and Chief Tim Saul.            Joe Schulz photo

by Joe Schulz

At a Ripon Common Council 
meeting Sept. 28, Mayor Ted 
Grant delivered a dire warning 
that the local COVID-19 infec-
tion rate had increased by more 
than 450% in the last month 
alone.

“COVID has affected every 
sector of our city, it’s in our 
public school system, it’s in the 
college, it’s in the city govern-
ment, it’s in the community, it is 
everywhere,” he said. “We need 
everyone to do their part to lower 
the infection rate and lower the 
impact of this virus.” 

More than two weeks later,  
little has changed as Ripon Medi-
cal Center (RMC) has seen CO-
VID-19 hospitalizations continue 
to increase as the virus continues 
to move through the community.

Currently, RMC is recom-
mending patients continue to 
visit the hospital for non-COV-
ID-related care as it has capacity 
to meet shifting healthcare needs. 

Even so, hospital offi cials note 
that they need the community’s 
help to ensure the facility does 

Area 
scrambles 
as COVID 

spreads

See COVID/ page 6


