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Ripon Guardian Ambulance Service looks to the future

by Joe Schulz
jschulz@riponpress.com

Ripon Guardian Ambulance 
Service (RGAS) is looking 
toward the future as emer-
gency medical services (EMS) 
continue to evolve with shift-
ing demographics and rapidly 
increasing call volumes. 

To assist RGAS in develop-
ing a vision for the future, the 

Ripon Common Council last 
week Tuesday unanimously 
approved a consulting services 
agreement with Strategic Man-
agement and Consulting, LLC 
(SMC). 

SMC previously conducted a 
study examining EMS services 
in Green Lake County, which 
proposed creating a county-wide 
ambulance service. The study 
served as a starting point for the 
county to re-evaluate EMS.

Earlier this month, Ripon 
EMS Chief Mitch Matuszeski 
and City Administrator Adam 
Sonntag met with SMC Presi-
dent Dan Williams to discuss 
challenges facing RGAS. 

RGAS is working to over-

come staffing issues and fa-
cilities challenges, Sonntag 
said. Additionally, Matuszeski 

is forced to spend much of his 
time handling billing, which 
takes away from other aspects 

of his job. 
At the same time, RGAS has 

seen a dramatic increase in call 
volume over the last six years, 
while little has changed in terms 
of operations to adjust, Matusz-
eski said. 

“You have some very com-
plex issues within the service, 
some of which need immediate 
intervention,” Willams said in a 
letter to Sonntag.

Sonntag described working 
with SMC as being proactive 
to identify and overcome major 
issues before they arise, while 
investing in Matuszeski’s edu-
cation and leadership as a new 

RIPON EMS CHIEF Mitch Matuszeski gives a presentation to the 
Common Council regarding the service agreement with Strategic 
Management and Consulting, LLC.            Ripon Channel screenshot
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Location, project scope 
approved for Murray Park 
Senior Center/Trailhead

by Joe Schulz
jschulz@riponpress.com

A location has been chosen 
for the senior center and trailhead 
facility inside of Murray Park.

Going into last week Tuesday’s 
Ripon Common Council meeting, 
multiple decisions needed to be 
made to keep the Senior Center/
Trailhead project on schedule and 
eligible for funds from a Com-
munity Development Block Grant 
(CDBG).

“If we contin-
ue to push things 
off into August, 
we get danger-
ously close to 
having to say, 
we cannot ac-
cept the CDBG 
public facilities 
grant because we 
can’t keep up our 
end,” City Administrator Adam 
Sonntag said. 

The Common Council voted to 
approve a location, a target budget 
and project scope. There were 
three locations identified for the 
project, but the one chosen will 
avoid removing existing basketball 
and tennis courts. 

Sonntag said the location iden-
tified would require two disc golf 
holes to be relocated to underused 
space inside Murray Park.

He added that Ripon Early 
Bird Kiwanis has offered to spend 
$6,000 to assist in relocating disc 
golf holes.

The anticipated cost of the 
project is $2.27 million. So far, the 
city has received about $600,000 
in donations for the project, along 
with a $552,000 CDBG grant, 

Sonntag said. The city also hopes 
to receive roughly $200,000 for 
the project from a DNR steward-
ship grant.

Additionally, the city is an-
ticipating having to match between 
$600,000 and $700,000 for the 
project, which Sonntag said is 
manageable. 

He noted Ripon could use a 
combination of federal American 
Rescue Plan Act funds, borrowing 
and money from the capital im-

provement plan.
“There’s a 

way to do this,” 
the city admin-
istrator told the 
Common Coun-
cil, adding that 
Fond du Lac 
County may be 
willing to help 
fund the trail-
head portion of 

the project. 
City Attorney Lud Wurtz said 

Ripon isn’t “locked into” paying 
$2.27 million for the project, but 
the target cost helps widen the 
project’s impact. 

“It’s not just a senior center 
with some trail connections, it 
takes into consideration disc golf 
courses and improvements to ball 
fields,” he said. 

Beyond the senior center and 
trailhead facility, Sonntag said 
the project helps the city develop 
a “master plan for the park” by 
enabling it to “connect the dots” 
to future projects.

The project enables the city to 
expand trail connections in Murray 

‘Good trouble’ downtown

COMMUNITY MEMBERS GATHER  under a pergola in Rotary Square to pay tribute to the 
late Rep. John Lewis, who dedicated his life to fighting for civil rights.         Lelani Sanchez photo

League of Women Voters hosts vigil to 
honor the legacy of  Rep. John Lewis

by Joe Schulz
jschulz@riponpress.com

Candlelight shone beneath the 
pergolas in Ripon’s Rotary Square 
last week Saturday, honoring 
the late Rep. John Lewis, who 
dedicated his life to fighting for 
civil rights. 

The League of Women Voters 
(LWV) of the Ripon Area joined 
leagues across Wisconsin when 
it hosted a candlelight vigil in 
recognition and remembrance of 
the fight for voting rights Lewis 
led from the 1960s through his 
death last year. 

Saturday’s gathering in down-
town Ripon was dubbed the 
“Good Trouble Tribute” to  honor 
Lewis’ non-violent protest meth-

ods that he described as “good 
trouble.” 

During the vigil, the Rev. Jef-
f rey Dodson 
discussed Lew-
is’ role in vot-
ing rights and 
led attendees in 
prayer.

“ We  g i v e 
thanks for the 
life and legacy 
of John Lewis, 
a laborer in the 
restoration of the 
great covenant 
of our nation which promises us 
‘freedom and justice for all,’” 
Dodson said during his prayer. 
“We are reminded by John Lewis 
that, ‘Freedom is not a state; it is 

an act. It is not some enchanted 
garden perched high on a distant 
plateau where we can finally sit 
down and rest. Freedom is the 
continuous action we all must 
take, and each generation must do 
its part to create an even more fair, 
more just society.’”

LWV of the 
R i p o n  A r e a 
President Ellen 
Sorensen said 
Dodson “did a 
masterful job 
capturing Rep. 
Lewis’ decades-
long fight.” 

A t t e n d e e s 
also participat-
ed in a moment 
of silence, sang 

“Amazing Grace,” shared stories 
of Lewis and discussed how 
American history has selectively 

 Many states in-

cluding Wiscon-

sin have been working 

to curtail voting rights.
Ripon League of Women Voters 

President  Ellen Sorensen

 It’s a little more 

ambitious than just 

a senior center and 

trailhead. 
City Administrator Adam Sonntag

Consulting 
firm to conduct 

EMS review


