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by Jonathan Bailey
jbailey@riponpress.com

The Ripon Area School Board 
voted to continue to mandate the 
wearing of masks for 4K to fi fth 
grade if/when the governor’s order 
expires Monday, Sept. 28 for at 
least another month.

That was the decision that came 
Monday after an at times heated 
discussion about the effectiveness 
of masks, accuracy of COVID-19 
reported deaths and rise of cases. 

The motion passed 7-1, with 
John Sperger being the only one 
to vote against it. Nicole Dash was 
unable to attend. The topic will 
be revisited again at next month’s 
meeting.

Students in grades 6 to 12 also 
will need to continue to wear 
masks based on a decision that the 
School Board made as the admin-
istration was developing its return 
to school plan in July.

School Board member David 
Scott was in favor of continuing 
the mask mandate for 4K to fi fth 
graders, noting it wouldn’t make 
sense to do otherwise with the 
number of cases in the community 
and state.

“We’ve gotten through 30 days 
with masks, but we’re in a worse 
situation and we’re thinking about 
taking away masks; that would 
be silly from my point of view,” 
he said, noting Wisconsin ranks 
second in the country right now 
to South Dakota in daily cases per 
100,000 people and is fourth in 
the country in daily cases behind 
California, Texas and Florida. “… 
I would need a lot of evidence 
from schools our size, with our 
surrounding areas that they can 
survive this without masks. I just 
think to even think about removing 
masks right now from my point-
of-view is silly. It’s the most ef-
fective tool when you look around 
the world … and we need to bring 
down numbers because right now 
they’re shooting through the roof.”

Sperger responded that he 
would “agree to disagree” as he 
noted it’s been six months and 
the curve was supposed to have 
fl attened, but instead it has gone 
up under the mask mandate.

“I don’t understand how wear-
ing a mask is helping anything at 
this point,” he said.

School Board member Andy 
Lyke asked Sperger if people 

by Joe Schulz

In 1963, Dave Duehring was 
a junior at Ripon High School. 
He had just failed to make the 
starting lineup for the baseball 
team and felt lost. 

His early dreams of being a 
baseball player disappeared as 
it became clear that he needed 
to begin looking at other career 
options. 

Duehring grew up on an 80-
acre farm outside of Ripon, and 
early on he knew that he did not 
want to become a farmer. 

“I didn’t hate it, but I knew it 
just wasn’t for me,” he recalled. 
“I really liked farm animals, so 
I thought of maybe becoming 
a veterinarian. I also thought 
about being a forest ranger. I 
thought about being a minister.”

But then, Duehring’s grand-
father asked him a question that 
would change the trajectory of 
his life. 

“Did you ever think of phar-
macy?” 

He hadn’t, until that mo-
ment. It turned out that being 
a pharmacist was Duehring’s 

“calling.”
In fact, Duehring celebrated 

the 50th anniversary of joining 
Ripon Drug as a pharmacist 
Monday. 

And just like his fi rst day of 
work on Sept. 21, 1970, there 
was a sign on the door greeting 
him when he came to work. 

“When I walked in on what 
happened to be a Monday 
morning 50 years ago, there 
was a sign on the door that said, 
‘Welcome aboard,’ showing a 

ship,” he said. 
When he came to Ripon 

Drug this past Monday, he 
wasn’t working but he was 
greeted by a different sign. This 
one said, “Congrats Dave Dueh-
ring, 50 years as a pharmacist at 
Ripon Drug.”

“Little things like that” 
shared with his co-workers and 
community have been all the 
reward Duehring could ask for 
after a half-century of ensur-
ing Riponites have the proper 

medications.
While he only works part-

time nowadays, Duehring’s 
journey toward working at 
Ripon Drug began shortly after 
that fateful conversation with 
his grandfather in ’63 when he 
began researching the fi eld. 

“When I was still in high 
school, I went down to the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison 
campus because they had a 
career day,” he said. “I spent a 
day and a half attending phar-
macy school classes and talking 
to people who were in school 
there.”

During his senior year of 
high school, Duehring began 
working part-time at Ripon 
Drug as a stock boy.

After graduating high school, 
he attended pharmacy school 
at UW-Madison, which at that 
time was the only pharmacy 
school in Wisconsin. Each sum-
mer he would come home and 
work as a stock boy at Ripon 
Drug.

He graduated in June 1969, 
and spent the next six months 
interning for a pharmacy licen-

A half century of service

Duehring celebrates 50 years working at Ripon Drug

DAVE DUEHRING STANDS in front of the pharmacy counter at Ripon Drug, where he has worked for the past 50 years. 
                     Joe Schulz photo

A CAKE WAS presented to Dave Duehring Monday to celebrate 
his 50 years working at Ripon Drug.      Joe Schulz photo
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