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Republican House becomes a point of contention for 
Ripon’s Historic Preservation Commission

by Joe Schulz
jschulz@riponpress.com

One week after the Boys & 
Girls Club of the Tri-County Area 
announced that an offer to purchase 
the Republican House had been 
accepted, Ripon’s Historic Pres-
ervation Commission heard from 
someone who also wants to buy 
the property. 

Dan Zimmerman, who has been 
the caretaker of the building at 303 
Blackburn St. for 
the past seven 
years, asked the 
Historic Preser-
vation Commis-
sion last week 
Tuesday to give 
the property a 
local historic 
designation.  

The Boys & Girls Club plans to 
raze the building to build a state-of-
the art complex for its Ripon site. 
However, it has pledged to pay 
homage to the Republican House’s 
history and plans to work with the 
Ripon Historical Society to do so.

The Historic Preservation Com-
mission declined to move forward 
with trying to give the property a 
historic designation, as Zimmer-

THE REPUBLICAN HOUSE, 303 Blackburn St., features boarded up windows on the first floor. 
The building has become a point of contention as some want to see it restored, rather than 
become the site for Ripon’s Boys & Girls Club.          Joe Schulz photo

man had requested. 
Rather, it voted 5-2 to pen a 

letter to the Ripon Commonwealth 
Press regarding the Republican 
House and “saving it from de-
molition” — with commission 
members Cathylee Arbaugh and 
Ald. David Gallops voting against 
the letter.

“Probably what happened in this 
case was, it was brought to the at-
tention of the Historic Preservation 
Commission that this building may 

be torn down,” 
City Adminis-
t ra tor  Adam 
Sonntag said. 
“Then, the peo-
ple on Historic 
Preservation put 
it on the agenda 
to discuss it, but 

they really have no authority to stop 
anything at this point.”

Zimmerman argued that the 
building does not have “irreparable 
damage” and can be saved, claim-
ing to have donors interested in 
preserving the Republican House 
and building an accompanying 
National Republican History Mu-
seum. 

The building has fallen into a 
state of disrepair. In 2015, Zim-
merman told the Commonwealth 
that black mold had grown on the 

ground floor and a ceiling collapsed 
inside the building. Additionally, 
plywood has replaced first-floor 
windows and police scanner trans-
missions have reported break-ins 
and vandalism in recent years. 

Zimmerman also told the com-
mission that he has partial control 
of the property through a limited 

liability company (LLC) and a 
verbal agreement with its owner, 
William MacLeod.

“We don’t have a written operat-
ing agreement,” Zimmerman said. 
“We have a verbal [agreement] 
between us.”

However, the Boys & Girls Club 
of the Tri-County Area’s offer to 

purchase the Republican House 
was accepted by MacLeod, with 
the two parties having a mutually 
agreed upon signed offer to pur-
chase, according to a press release. 

Boys & Girls Club of the Tri-
County Area CEO Jason Presto 

COOKIES FALL from a  
Ripon Area Fire District fire 
truck. There will be no more 
cookies falling from the sky, 
however, as Cookie Daze 
has been discontinued. 
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End of Cookie Daze means no 
raining cookies in Ripon

by Joe Schulz
jschulz@riponpress.com

There will be no cookies raining from the sky in Barlow Park this 
summer.

That’s because Cookie Daze, one of Ripon’s signature events, has 
been permanently canceled — one year after the COVID-19 pandemic 
took it off the event calendar.

Cookie Daze was created in 1995 after Ripon was named “Cookietown 
USA” by former Wisconsin Gov. Tommy Thompson as a tribute to the 
community members who created the world’s largest chocolate chip 
cookie July 11, 1992.

The event drew people from all over Wisconsin to Ripon as it featured 
free children’s activities, rocket launches, clowns, cookie decorating and 
crafting opportunities.

One of the highlights of the event was the “cookie drops,” in which 
thousands of cookies were hoisted above the crowd and dropped from a 
fire truck by Cookie Monster for youngsters to collect as many as pos-
sible with hopes of winning prizes.

For the foreseeable future, however, Cookie Daze is a thing of the past.
After careful consideration, the Ripon Area Chamber of Commerce 

has determined that now was the time to discontinue the event, according 
to Executive Director Jason Mansmith.

“As organizers of Ripon’s Cookie Daze event, we consistently review 
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Cookies no more:


