
The Ripon Commonwealth Press April 8, 2021    Page 1

 Index:   Opinions, page 8  Sports, page 15  Obituaries, page 21

Serving the Ripon community since 1864

Lauree’s Trail on 

pause as it waits for 

more funds, p. 6

Adam’s Rib will 

celebrate life of late 

owner May 8, p. 12

RC football team 

receives taste of 

competition, p. 17

 

RiponPress.com • Ripon WI • Single Copy $1 Issue No. 14 • Thursday, April 8, 2021

Commonwealth

Ripon     re    

See GROTHMAN/ page 11

Glenn Grothman talks vitamin D, BLM, voting and more
by Joe Schulz

jschulz@riponpress.com

Ripon’s congressman, Rep. 
Glenn Grothman, R-Glenbeulah, 
was back in Wisconsin’s 6th 
Congressional District for Easter 
break and made a stop in Ripon 
last week Thursday.

During the trip, he visited a 
local restaurant and stopped by 
local media outlets, including 
the Ripon Commonwealth Press. 

Grothman says he’s been 
working on a host of issues in 
Washington, including crossing 
party lines to promote vitamin 
D, legalizing a cheaper substi-
tute for insulin, reining in high 
interest rates at payday loan 
companies and making it easier 
to refinance student loan debt.

He added that he’s working 
with members of his own party 
to highlight the situation at the 

southern border.
“I’m perfectly willing to work 

with Democrats when I find 
common ground and perfectly 
willing to fight them when I 
think they are taking damaging 
positions,” he said.

In a wide-ranging interview, 
Grothman touted vitamin D as a 
way to prevent severe COVID-19 
complications, defended his 
comments on Black Lives Mat-
ter, criticized mail-in voting and 
pledged to push for investiga-
tions into the 2020 election.

VITAMIN D AND COVID-19

During his time in Ripon, 
Grothman said many Americans 
do not get enough vitamin D and 
criticized the “public health es-
tablishment” for not doing more 
to promote it. 

“There are people who think 
the number of [COVID-19] fa-
talities could have been reduced 
by 50% if everybody had enough 

vitamin D,” Grothman told the 
Commonwealth. “Forty per-
cent of Americans do not have 
enough vitamin D ... I think they 
should be giving more vitamin D 
tests to people over 65 at their 
annual checkups so that they can 
be educated that they need more 
vitamin D.”

A recent study at the Uni-
versity of Chicago Medicine 
found that having high vitamin 
D levels could lower the risk of 
COVID-19 infection, but two 
studies conducted in Europe 
found a lack of evidence to form 
a direct link between vitamin 
D deficiency and COVID-19 
outcomes.

Although Grothman said he 
wears a mask in public when go-
ing to the gas station or grocery 
store, he believes more could 
have been done to discuss the 
importance of air circulation and 

REP. GLENN GROTHMANN, R-Glenbeulah, stopped by the 
Ripon Commonwealth Press office last week. Joe Schulz photo

Ripon Area Fire District fights blaze in 
township, amid statewide fire emergency

Rural departments face unique challenges

No injuries from Island Road fire

THE RIPON AREA Fire District battled a fire in a field near the corner of Island Road and Elbow Road in the town of Ripon Monday afternoon.      Joe Schulz photo

THE RIPON AREA Fire District responds to a fire in the town 
of Ripon.        Joe Schulz photo

by Joe Schulz
jschulz@riponpress.com

When a home in the town of 
Ripon went up in flames, firefight-
ers struggled to get water and faced 
a slew of other challenges.

In 2019, the house was en-
gulfed before fire crews were on the 
scene. Although firefighters worked 
through the night and into the next 
day, the home ended up being a 
total loss after the fire reduced it 
to rubble. 

Several factors made the fire dif-
ficult to combat, such as the location 
of the home, the lack of water, the 
windy weather and more. The fire 
provided an example of some of 
the obstacles rural firefighters face 
every time they combat a blaze 
outside of city limits. 

Rural fire departments are con-
fronting a unique set of challenges 
as they often have to fight fires far 
away from any fire hydrants and 

they rely almost exclusively on 
dedicated paid-on-call volunteers.

According to Ripon Fire Chief 
Tim Saul, the Ripon Area Fire 
District (RAFD) is no exception as 
it too is working to overcome water 
supply issues outside the city, main-
tain a strong group of volunteers 
and attract a younger generation of 
firefighters.

RURAL FIRES CALL FOR   

DIFFERENT PROCEDURES

When there’s a fire outside of 
the city of Ripon, where there are 
no available fire hydrants, Saul says 
the fire district has to bring its own 
water supply. 

To do that, it utilizes “tenders,” a 
truck that can carry between 2,500 
and 3,000 gallons of water. In order 
to pump that water, firefighters use 
a foldable tank that looks similar to 
a small swimming pool. 

“Whenever a fire engine gets 
there, and it’s putting water on the 

fire, that engine gets its water from 
that tank,” Saul said. “Whether 
another engine has to pump to that 
engine, or that engine is sucking 
[the water] out itself and pumping 
to itself depends on how it’s set up.”

Unlike using a fire hydrant, 
which provides a “continuous water 
supply,” Saul noted that utilizing a 
tender truck and a foldable tank can 
provide a unique set of problems.

The tank needs to be on level 
ground to prevent it from tipping 
over and to prevent water from 
leaking. 

Saul says the tender and tank 
setup also is more time consuming 
than using a fire hydrant, which 
takes roughly two minutes to hook 
up to, because firefighters have to 
unload the tank from the tender 
truck and get it set up before they 
can begin putting a fire out. 

“One person can’t take the tank 

See ADVERSITY/ page 7

by Joe Schulz
jschulz@riponpress.com

The Ripon Area Fire District (RAFD) responded to a fire in a field 
near the corner of Island Road and Elbow Road in the town of Ripon 
Monday afternoon that caused no injuries but did damage a farmer’s field.

Around 4:45 p.m., the fire district received a call about a fire on Island 
Road. Shortly after, RAFD was on the scene fighting the fire.

According to Ripon Fire Chief Tim Saul, the fire was caused by a 
malfunctioning power pole.

“A ceramic part of the power pole had gone bad and caused it to 
have a ground fault, which started the pole on fire,” he said. “When 

See ISLAND/ page 7


