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SSUSD: 13% of students absent for walkout
Local students and fami-

lies joined others Monday in a 
statewide walkout throughout 
California in protest of Gov. 
Gavin Newsom’s mandate 
that all students be vaccinated 
against COVID-19.

“As you know, all districts 

across the state of California 
were made aware that some 
students and their families 
may protest the future state 
mandate for student vaccines 
by not attending school,” said 
Sierra Sands Unifi ed School 
District Superintendent Dr. 
Dave Ostash.

He said the district expe-
rienced an 18% student ab-

sentee rate as opposed to the 
normal daily absentee rate of 
approximately 4-5%.

“So, if you account for our 
normal absentee rate, we can 
assume that about 13 percent 
of our students were likely 
absent as an expression of in-
dividual and/or family oppo-
sition to the state’s student 
COVID vaccine mandate, to 

be implemented in 2022,” he 
said.

Ostash said he respects 
peaceful, democratic forms 
of protest — especially when 
issues are being genuinely ex-
pressed.

“In balance with that, I 
fi rmly believe that a system 
of public education is among 
the most prominent assets of 

a fi rst-world free society,” 
he said. “The ability for our 
children to attend and access 
American public schools is an 
incalculable benefi t for our
nation, and for our children’s 
future. It was gratifying to see 
our attendance return to nor-
mal today.”

By John V. Ciani
For the Daily Independent

See WALKOUT, A9

A windy, showery 
weather system could 
bring up to a half inch of 
rain to the Indian Wells 
Valley early next week.

But fi rst there’s a spell 
of warm temperatures 
under sunny to partly 
cloudy skies. They will 

warm through most of 
this week up to the low 
80s before dropping 
off a bit for the start of 
weekend.

The next major weath-
er system is expected to 
move in late Sunday.

By Sunday night there 
is a 30 percent chance 
of rain and that will in-
crease to 60 percent on 

Monday.
Up to a half inch of 

rain could fall in the 
Ridgecrest area before 
the showers taper off 
Monday night.

Winds will be gusty 
at times on Sunday and 
Monday with sustained 
winds of up to 25 miles 
per hour and gusts as 
high as 35 miles per hour.

By Doug Keeler
Taft Midway Driller

Rain could be headed our 
way Sunday into Monday

RIGHT: A graphic from the National Weather Service Hanford offi ce shows 
the Ridgecrest area on the south end of a storm that will bring multiple 
inches of rain to the northern half of the state.
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE

Council 
talks 
IWVGA at 
meeting

The Desert Empire Fair will open 
tonight starting at 4 p.m. This year, 
the fair will feature new attractions as 
well as some returning favorites.

The theme of the fair will be Fami-
ly, Fun, Food and Farm Animals, and 
there will be plenty of everything for 
the whole family.

The fair will run through Sunday, 
Oct. 24, at the fairgrounds, located at 
520 S. Richmond Road.

According to Chip Holloway, CEO, 
admission to the fair this year is $5 for 
everyone.

“We are doing something cool so 
everybody doesn’t have to stand in 
line this year called Text For Tickets,” 
Holloway said.

Simply text 760-760-2226 and 
purchase your tickets and skip wait-
ing in line at the entrance gate.

On Friday night, 4D Barrel Rac-
ing and Breakaway Team Roping will 
be held in the arena and is free to the 
public. Gates open at 4 p.m. with the 
show to begin at 7 p.m.

This year’s fair will feature a Junior 
Livestock Auction Saturday at 4 p.m. 
in the Boyle Show Arena, and live-
stock shows daily.

Still exhibits will return again this 
year as well.

Other attractions will include a 

petting zoo, camel rides, Freddie Prez 
Crazy Contests, including The Daily 
Independent $30,000 Frisbee Toss 
to be held Saturday at 4:30 p.m., live 
music, the Birdman “Birds n Beast 
Show”, Jeremy the Juggler, the Jack 

Spare Ribs Pirate and Mickey O’Con-
ner’s Comedy Shows, All Alaskan 
Racing Pigs and more.

For more information, visit the de-
sertempirefair.com or call 760-375-
8000.

By Darla A. Baker
The Daily Independent

During the regularly scheduled 
Ridgecrest City Council meeting held 
Wednesday, councilmembers dis-
cussed highlights of the Indian Wells 
Valley Groundwater Authority meet-
ing held Oct. 13.

Councilmember Scott Hayman, the 
city’s IWVGA representative, spoke 
about the results of the meeting.

According to Hayman, Item 10 of the 
agenda was the board consideration of 
a resolution to start moving forward 
with the bonding and fi nancing to pur-
chase imported water.

“At this time, the resolution was ap-
proved so we will move forward look-
ing at the various options that they 
will put together. Once they have done 
that, they will come back to the GA 
board for recommendations or review 
for further progress on it,” Hayman 
said.

During the GA meeting, the Regional 
Government Services (RGS) requested 
to move the date to have their contract 
reviewed from February 2022 to De-
cember 2021 because they want to in-
tegrate their fi nancial software.

Said Hayman, “They feel it will ben-
efi t them getting their program start-
ed right away. The fi nancial aspect is
something that a lot of people of ques-
tions about.”

Also, the RGS is looking into adding 
additional clerical staff to help with the 
burdening case work.

See COUNCIL, A9

Desert 
Empire 
Fair 
opens 
tonight
By Darla A. Baker
The Daily Independent

The Desert Empire Fairgrounds will include a Petting Zoo on the Great Lawn.
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