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The Sierra Sands Unifi ed 
School District Board of Ed-
ucation, at a special meeting 
Thursday, without comment, 
approved the 2022-23 bud-
get, the 2022-23 Local Con-
trol Funding Formula Budget 
Overview for Parents and the 
2022-23 Local Control Ac-
countability Plan.

The board held public hear-
ings on these issues at its June 
16 meeting, and there were no 
comments.

Highlights of the budget 
include a projected 6.56-per-
cent Local Control Funding 
Formula cost-of-living ad-
justment for 2022-23. Gov. 
Gavin Newsom’s May revised 
budget proposal includes ap-
proximately $180,000 for 
new transitional kindergarten 

funding.
The 2022-23 LCFF Bud-

get Overview for Parents is 
a required component of the 
LCAP. It is intended to help 
stakeholders better under-
stand funding decisions in-
cluded in the district’s bud-
get.

The total revenue projected 
for 2022-23 is slightly more 
than$75.8 million, of which 
a little more than $52.4 mil-

lion is Local Control Fund-
ing Formula, slightly more 
than $16.4 million is other 
state funds, $720,000 is local 
funds, and nearly $6,25 mil-
lion is federal funds.

Of the more than $52.4 
million in LCFF funds, near-
ly $5.8 million is generated 
based on the enrollment of 
high-needs students (foster 
youth, English learner, and 
low-income students).

The board also approved an 
agreement with Dave Bang 
Associates, Inc. for the Faller 
State Preschool Playground 
Site preparation pursuant to 
the 1 Government Procure-
ment Alliance piggyback con-
tract.

The cost for the purchase 
and installation of the equip-
ment is $168,820 and will 
come from the district’s Child 
Development Fund.

By John V. Ciani
For the Daily Independent

Sierra Sands school board approves 2022-23 budget

Top Gun a boon to RACVB’s online traffi  c
Social media traffi c was 

up by 70 percent in May, ac-
cording to Ridgecrest Area 
Convention and Visitor’s Bu-
reau Executive Director Kari 
Crutcher. She attributed the 
spike in traffi c to the Top Gun: 
Maverick premiere and the re-
lease of Lady Gaga’s video for 
the song Hold My Hand from 
the fi lm.

Crutcher announced the 
news at the RACVB board 
meeting Wednesday morning 

as part of a monthly report.
“May was a very successful 

month in terms of marketing, 
exposure, and engagement 
for Ridgecrest due to the re-
lease of ‘Top Gun: Maverick’ 
which was fi lmed in our re-
gion,” she explained via email 
Wednesday afternoon. “We 
strategically leveraged the re-
lease of ‘Top Gun: Maverick’ 
and the release of the Lady 
Gaga single, ‘Hold My Hand’ 
by focusing our marketing on 
this during the month of May 
and it paid off. We have seen 
a signifi cant increase in traffi c 

to our GoRidgecrest and Film-
Ridgecrest websites.”

Maverick used local fi lming 
locations including the base 
and the Inyokern Airport, so 
the Ridgecrest Film Commis-
sion did not issue any per-
mits for the fi lm. The RACVB 
did,however, coordinate 
Maverick’s Ridgecrest World 
Premiere May 26.

“Our social media posts fo-
cused on the release as well,” 
Crutcher added. “Through 
these posts, we saw a 70% 
increase in followers and en-
gagement on Facebook. Our 

job at the RACVB is to high-
light Ridgecrest and bring 
awareness to the outside 
world about it. May was a 
great month for that!”

Tickets for the Ridgecrest 
World Premiere at Ridgecrest 
Cinemas sold out in around 24 
hours, according to Crutch-
er. The premiere was timed to 
coincide with Memorial Day 
Weekend and featured a trib-
ute to local veterans.

The board of directors also 
appointed members to serve 
on fi nance and marketing 
committees at the meeting 

Wednesday. The Marketing 
Committee now consists of: 
Bill Farris Jr- Chairman of 
the Board; Megan McKenzie- 
Director, City of Ridgecrest 
Representative and Kent Mc-
Gowan- Director, Owner- 
Mac’s Restaurant.

The Finance Committee 
now includes Jim Nichols- 
Secretary/Treasurer; Char-
lotte Foisy- Director, GM- 
Heritage Inn & Suites and Ken 
Bagga- Director, Owner- Oa-
sis Inn & Suites.

The RACVB meeting was 
otherwise brief and routine.

By Jessica Weston
For the Daily Independent

Lightning 
causes 
fi res, hits 
man in 
Ridgecrest
By Steven Mayer
Bakersfi eld Californian

Hundreds of lightning strikes in 
Kern County kept emergency workers 
scrambling Wednesday, responding to 
wildfi res, spot fi res and even a medical 
callout to assist a man struck by light-
ning in Ridgecrest.

Kern County Fire Department per-
sonnel and U.S. Forest Service crews 
were trying to keep up with the fl urry 
of calls — and by midday Wednesday, 
county crews alone had responded to 
nearly 50 emergencies caused by light-
ning strikes across the county, said 
Fire Capt. Andrew Freeborn, a depart-
ment spokesman.

In Ridgecrest, neighbors and emer-
gency personnel were stunned to fi nd a 
man who was struck down by lightning 
while walking with a child and his dog.

“It was defi nitely a fi rst for me,” said 
Ridgecrest Police Sgt. Matt Rowland.

According to Rowland, the man in 
his 30s was pushing a child in a stroller 
and walking his dog in the area of South 
Norma Street and West Bowman Road 
when the man was struck by lightning 
at about 7:40 a.m.

A good Samaritan, a man with med-
ical training, was performing CPR on 
the victim when paramedics arrived, 
Rowland told The Californian. The 
man regained consciousness and was 
taken by ambulance to a local hospital.

“Both the child and the dog were 
OK,” Rowland said.

The largest fi re of the day, by far, 
was the Thunder Fire. Likely caused by 
lightning strikes Wednesday morning, 
the newly named wildfi re had grown by 
sundown to about 1,800 acres south-
east of Interstate 5 and Edmonston 
Pumping Plant Road. By early Thurs-
day morning, the department reported 
the wildfi re had grown even larger, to 
2,300 acres.

As of 7:30 a.m. Thursday, contain-
ment was estimated at 20 percent, 

See LIGHTNING, A9

Ridgecrest gets rinsed off 

Scattered thunderstorms moved through the Indian Wells Valley on Wednesday, dampening the streets and putting on a light-
ning show. A strike particularly close to town at 5:32 a.m. knocked out power for a portion of the city for a few hours. The offi cial 
rainfall reading at the China Lake airfi eld totaled just over a tenth of an inch. Shown here, a car drives through storm runoff on 
Gateway Boulevard on Wednesday afternoon.
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Water runs off a roof into a backyard in Ridgecrest after a burst of particularly heavy rain.
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