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Council hears about California’s low-cost auto insurance

Richie Sayavong from the 
California Department of In-
surance started with a light-
hearted comment.

“By no means am I here to 
sell you any type of insur-
ance,” Sayavong said before 
launching into an informa-
tional presentation to the 
Ridgecrest City Council Feb. 
1.

Sayavong was on hand to 
educate people about the 
fact that California offers 
low cost auto insurance in a 
state-sponsored program.

The California Low Cost 
Auto Insurance program is a 
state program established in 
1999. It provides affordable 
low cost liability insurance 
with the goal of decreasing 
the number of uninsured driv-
ers in the state, according to 
Sayavong’s presentation.

“This isn’t to replace your 
comprehensive type of insur-
ance,” he said. 

He added that the program 
is available to all Californians 
regardless of immigration sta-
tus.

CLCA is a state program but 
no tax dollars go into funding 
it, according to Sayavong.

To qualify you must have 
a valid California driver’s li-
cense, including AB60 li-
censes for individuals unable 
to provide proof of legal res-
idency in the U.S., but who 
meet California residency 
and DMV requirements. You 
must also own a vehicle val-
ued at $25,000 or less and 
not fi nanced through a loan; 
you must have a good driv-
ing record for the past three 
years, be at least 16 years old 
and meet household income 
guidelines.

“Most important, you must 
have a good driving record so 
no accidents with bodily inju-
ry or more than one point on 
your record,” he added.

People receiving any of the Richie Sayavong from the California Department of Insurance talks about California’s low cost auto insur-
ance at the Ridgecrest City Council Feb. 1.
JESSICA WESTON FOR THE DAILY INDEPENDENT
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See INSURANCE, A5

Council to 
mull fi rst 
Measure P 
allocations
By Jessica Weston
For the Daily Independent

The Ridgecrest City Council will 
weigh in on how to spend the fi rst in-
stallment of anticipated Measure P 
revenue at its upcoming meeting Feb. 
15, including potentially allocating half 
a million dollars for design and engi-
neering costs for a new community 
pool.

Measure P was a 1 percent (1 cent)
increase in the sales tax amount for 
goods purchased in Ridgecrest. Ap-
proved on the ballot last November, it 
will kick in April 1.

The measure is expected to bring in 
an estimated $1,475,000 during the 
fi rst quarter which will be received 
during fi scal year 2022-2023.

The council will be asked to amend 
the fi scal year 2022-2023 budget to in-
clude the new expenditures.

Proposed uses for the fi rst batch of 
funds includes allocating $500,000 
for design and engineering costs for 
a new community pool. The number 
refl ects initial start-up costs. Bond,
impound amounts and operation and 
maintenance costs would be included 
in future budgets according to a staff
report.

The breakdown of other proposed 
funding is as follows: $415,183 for fi re 
contract costs, which would reportedly 
allow the city to keep two Kern County 
fi re stations open (funds previously al-
located for the fi re stations would fund 
a portion of the planned recruitment 
and retention efforts); $160,000 to 
restore four Ridgecrest Police Depart-
ment Offi cer positions; $105,000 for
recruitment and retention of city ser-
vice providers and $75,000 for public 
outreach and events.

Spending priorities were based on 
the results of a city poll with over 1,000 
responses. Priorities were later folded 
into a 10-year plan for Measure P ex-
penditures, which was discussed at the 
Jan. 18 city council meeting.

Also on the agenda, an item asking 
the council to approve an equipment 
donation agreement between the city 
and Indian Wells Valley TV Boosters, 
Inc. at a total cost of $35,000.

If approved the agreement would 
involve the city donating three digi-
tal transmitters at $8,600 each (for a 
total of $25,800). The remaining al-
located funds will be used “to replace 

See COUNCIL, A5

The volunteers formed an assembly line to expedite their efforts to load waiting cars with boxes of food.
PHOTOS BY DARLA A. BAKER/THE DAILY INDEPENDENT

Boxes of food sent from Utah 
help fi ll local pantries’ shelves
LDS Church, JustServe distribute 1,375 cases Thurs.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints proved that distance 
does not matter when feeding the 
hungry.

This week, the LDS Church in 
Salt Lake City, Utah, loaded up over 
35,000 pounds of food items into a 
semi and then sent that truck west... 
all the way to California and ultimate-
ly Ridgecrest. That’s 1,375 cases of 
food.

The purpose for the long trek was 
to fulfi ll the church’s promise to as-
sist service organizations across the 
country by supplementing their food 
pantries and/or community meals.

The food donation was made pos-
sible through the many donations 
the church receives and through the 
efforts of its many volunteers. Ac-
cording to the church’s website, more 
than 1 million workdays of labor are 
contributed each year by volunteers 

By Darla A. Baker
dbaker@ridgecrestca.com

The group of Just Serve volunteers gather around the empty pallets after distributing 
all of the boxes of donated food Thursday morning.See FOOD, A3


