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Billed as the $5 
fair, this year’s 
Desert Empire 
Fair was a huge 

success.
Attendance was up 

over 100% from the last 
fair with over 13,000 
paid entries. Vendors 
had record success. 
Carnival sales were up 
60%. Destruction Derby 
had the largest crowd 
ever. Food vendors ran 
out of food. Then throw 
in a very successful Ju-
nior Livestock show.

It was all good; con-
grats to Chip Holloway 
and his staff.

Probably what made 

the fair the success it 
was centered on a new 
approach by Holloway. 
Five dollars got you 
through the gate and 
into what some called 
“fun city.”

“Entertainment 
was superb this year,” 
Holloway said. “I spent 
over $55,000 on enter-

tainment and the new $5 
entry seemed to be a big 
hit.”

For that one price fair 
goers got access to over 
$50,000 in entertain-
ment and up to eight 
hours of fun if you took 
advantage of all that was 
offered.

There were some 
hiccups along the way 
with presale wrist 
bands, which Hollo-
way attributed to labor 
shortage. The carnival 
lost power a couple of 
times but was back up 
and running within 20 
minutes both times. 

Like other businesses 

the fair was hiring but 
nobody wanted to work. 
I don’t get that. Maybe 
when all the free money 
being handed out by 
Uncle Joe and Cousin 
Gavin runs out people 
will have to return to the 
work force. 

A paid work force … 
that’s what drives the 
economy, not running 
up the debt.

Enough … back to the 
fair. 

Holloway specifi cally 
wanted to point out the 
fair came together at the 
last minute thanks to a 
part-time staff who hit 
the ground running on 

Sept. 7 after almost a 
two-year shutdown due 
to COVID-19.

According to the fair 
CEO, 90% of the fair 
prep is completed in Au-
gust. “We didn’t even 
know if there was going 
to a fair in August,” 
Holloway said. He 
made special mention 
of Crystal, Andy, Jon, 
Desirei and Pam for the 
extraordinary effort in 

getting the fair whipped 
into shape.

“I think the $5 entry 
was a great move and 
hopefully we can con-
tinue that in 2022 and 
we only improve on this 
year’s fair,” Holloway 
said. “I can’t thank the 
community enough for 
giving us one of our best 
fairs ever at a time we 
needed it most.”

Well said Chipster.

John Watkins

‘$5 fair’ was a huge success — attendance doubled
PUBLISHER’S PEN

Strand speaks on city feedback survey

Travis Reed, public works director (left), and Ron Strand, city manag-
er, were the guest speakers at the last Rotary meeting held Wednes-
day at Mac’s Restaurant.
DARLA A. BAKER/THE DAILY INDEPENDENT

Last week, local Rotarians 
were treated to a presentation 
by City Manager Ron Strand 
and Public Works Director 
Travis Reed, who spoke about 
the Community Conversation 
Survey and letting your voice 
be heard.

The presentation started 
with Strand thanking Rotary 
members for allowing the city 
to make a presentation as it is 
looking for community feed-
back from local residents con-
cerning a number of current 
project.

“Our major concern, and 

effort, is to reach out to the 
community a little bit more,” 
Strand said.

Last April, the city pub-
lished a survey for local folks 
to respond to what they feel is 
top priorities concerning city 
projects.

Said Strand, “Our focus was 
adaptability and resiliency ... 
Part of the survey was about 
what the public is concerned 
about. What are your issues?”

According to Strand, the city 
responded that there are basi-
cally fi ve or six areas of major 
concern.

The fi rst issue is public safe-
ty.

Said Strand, “The fi re de-

partment, police department 
and ambulance are top con-
cerns of the community. I do 
believe that, along with the 
Ridgecrest Regional Hospital, 
and the ambulance service, 
that Ridgecrest if very safe ... 
That is because of our commu-
nity and because we care.”

Having almost all of the 
city’s offi cers actually living 
within the community is a pri-
mary reason why the city is a 
safe place to live.

Said Strand, “We call that an 
occupied force ... they are af-
fected by everything that goes 
on day to day.”

By Darla A. Baker
The Daily Independent

See STRAND, A7

California 
Welcome 
Center to 
host grand 
opening
News release

The California Welcome Center — 
Ridgecrest is set for its grand opening 
on Nov. 6.

The Ridgecrest Area Convention 
and Visitors Bureau received designa-
tion from Visit California to become 
a California Welcome Center (CWC) 
in 2019, with plans delayed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Ridgecrest’s 
CWC will serve as the gateway to 
Death Valley, welcoming guests from 
across the world to California’s des-
erts.

The grand opening for the 21st Cali-
fornia Welcome Center will take place 
at 10 a.m., coinciding with the open-
ing of the Eighth Annual Ridgecrest 
Petroglyph Festival. The California 
Welcome Center will include sever-
al exhibits and experiences, including 
virtual reality and a Prehistoric Camels 
of California presentation and rides.

Guests will be able to travel virtually 
to Death Valley National Park through 
the use of Oculus VR headsets, avail-
able at the center. The CWC will also 
present a virtual trip to the petro-
glyphs in the region using the virtu-
al technology, in collaboration with 
the Ridgecrest Petroglyph Festival 
to honor Native American Heritage 
Awareness Month this November. In 
person petroglyph tours at the Naval 
Air Weapons Station China Lake are 
closed this year, due to COVID-19.

See WELCOME, A7

ABOVE: Two heads are better than one, says this spooky witch at the CLOTA Spook House.
BELOW: Lily Chareas, 3, wasn’t so sure about the skeleton in the basket at the farmers market.
DARLA A. BAKER/THE DAILY INDEPENDENT

Ridgecrest puts the spookiness 
back into Halloween

Last year, there was nothing spookier than the 
threat of COVID.

This year, however, local folks turned out in 
droves to celebrate the return of Halloween festivi-
ties held Friday, Saturday and Sunday around town.

With so many events to chose from, ghosts and 
goblins had their pick of fun, and safe, activities to 
show off their costumes for some good ol’ Hallow-
een fun.

From the CLOTA Spook House to Trunk or Treats 
at local churches, children had an array of options 
other than going door to door for trick-or-treating, 
although there was plenty of that, too.

By Darla A. Baker
The Daily Independent


