
Weather: Hot
Today: 96/66  Tomorrow: 97/65

Full Forecast
Record

A7
A7

Obituaries
Sports

A7
A14

Comics
Classifi ed

A8
A9

Online every day at www.ridgecrestca.com • In print twice a week

$2.50 • Vol. 95 • Edition 112 Serving the Indian Wells Valley since 1926Friday, September 24, 2021

Please send  your resume to: Publisher John Watkins, jwsales1003@gmail.com   •  Please do NOT call.

The Daily Independent is looking for a local columnists  to 
write one column per week. If you feel you have the drive 

to develop angles on newsworthy events, topics and 
issues that would benefit from editorial commentary this 
may be the opportunity for you. Send your ideas and a 

sample column to our publisher for review.
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B-29 ‘Doc’ returns to Inyokern Airport

The Boeing B-29 Superfortress Doc as it soars in fl ight.
PHOTO COURTESY OF FRIENDS OF DOC

The B-29 Doc History Re-
stored Tour will resume this 
year when the World War II 
era Boeing Superfortress re-
turns to the Inyokern Airport 
Friday, Oct. 1.

While at the Inyokern Air-
port, visitors can take fl ight 
deck tours from 9:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. The static display event 
and fl ight deck tours cost $10 
per person.

On Saturday and Sunday, 

Oct. 2 and 3, experience rides 
will begin followed by af-
ternoon ground and cockpit 
tours. However, seats to ex-
perience rides have already 
sold out as of press time.

After fl ying into the naval 
base back in 1956, the historic 
warbird sat for decades wait-
ing to be a target. It was pulled 
from the China Lake Naval 
Station’s boneyard in the 
1980s by a team of heroes who 
worked diligently with Tony 
Mazzolini to rescue it from the 
Mojave Desert. Mazzolini was 

the chairman for the U.S. Avi-
ation Museum at the time, and 
a member of a B-29 crew when 
he served in the Air Force.

After acquiring a special 
waiver not to have the plane 
de-milled, the plane was re-
leased by the Navy to Maz-
zolini.

“We dragged Doc 38 miles 
all the way out to Inyokern,” 
said Mike Kinkennon, Jr., who 
was the assistant coordinator 
for the Air Museum and one 

By Darla A. Baker
The Daily Independent
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The guiding prin-
ciple for the philan-
thropic efforts of the 
RRH Foundation can be 
whittled down to the 
adopted slogan “grat-
itude changes every-
thing.” That campaign 
began with the mem-
bers of the staff, and has 
subsequently radiated 
out into the citizens of 
our community (and be-
yond).

While the Foundation 
has had some prominent 
champions since dona-

tions started pouring in 
during 2015, getting past 
the $1 million milestone 
was the culmination of 
thousands of contribu-
tions. “Every little bit 
counts,” said Kim Met-
calf, executive director.

Metcalf stepped into 
the leading role of the 
Foundation in 2018. “I 
was not looking for a 
job, but our Foundation 
is a cause that I believed 
in, like everyone did, be-
cause it is a mission that 
improves the lives of our 
entire community.”

She said that sever-

al donors have come 
through with large gifts 
year after year. “Coso 
Geothermal has been 
amazing, Peggy Breeden 
with the Swap Sheet and 
AltaOne have been con-
sistent, Mercy Air has 
been great.”

Dr. Everard Hughes, 
the specialist in oncol-
ogy at the Ridgecrest 
Regional Hospital Can-
cer Center, and his wife 
Mary have also been 
signifi cant sources of 
support.

“Then there are peo-
ple like Lloyd and Bea 

Smith, who was a nurse 
at our hospital for more 
than 30 years, who gave 
year after year,” said 
Metcalf. Then, one year, 
the Smiths wanted to 
give more. They donat-
ed $130,000 (matched 
by the foundation) to 
purchase a Critical 
Care Transport vehi-
cle. When the Founda-
tion was only $14,000 
away from its $1 million 
milestone, they wrote 
another check to push 
RRHF over the line. RRH Pink Ladies Auxiliary volunteers with Cancer Patient 

Transport Van, donated by the Foundation.
SUBMITTED PHOTO
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‘Gratitude changes everything’ — a culture of generosity

Woman 
arrested on 
suspicion 
of starting 
Calif. blaze

A woman has been arrested on sus-
picion of starting a Northern Califor-
nia wildfi re that spread rapidly, burn-
ing homes and prompting evacuation 
orders Thursday in a rural communi-
ty, authorities said.

Workers at a nearby quarry report-
ed seeing a woman acting strangely 
and trespassing in the area in Shas-
ta County where the Fawn Fire was 
sparked Wednesday afternoon, the 
California Department of Forestry 
and Fire Protection said in a state-
ment.

Later Wednesday, Alexandra Sou-
verneva walked out of the brush near 
the fi re line and approached fi refi ght-
ers and told them she was dehydrat-
ed and needed medical help, Cal Fire 
said.

Souverneva, 30, was taken out of 
the area for evaluation and treatment. 
During an interview with Cal Fire 
and law enforcement, offi cers came 
to believe Souverneva, of Palo Alto, 
was responsible for setting the fi re, 
offi cials said. She was arrested and 
booked into the Shasta County Jail. It 
wasn’t known Thursday if she has an 

Associated Press
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Students at Immanuel Christian 
School (ICS) gathered early Wednes-
day morning to celebrate the annu-
al See You at the Pole event, held 
throughout the world each Sept. 22.

See You at the Pole is observed each 
year by millions of Christian stu-

dents who gather at school fl ag poles, 
churches and the Internet for the pur-
poses of worship and prayer. 

ICS Principal Heather Urich ex-
plained the purpose of See You at the 
Pole.

“It started in the early 1990s of 
students who wanted to pray at 
school, and they weren’t allowed to 
because they had taken prayer out of 

the schools. The students decided to 
meet at the fl agpole, and they told all 
the other students, if they wanted to 
pray, to meet them at the fl agpole. It 
became a movement across the coun-
try,” Urich said.

The celebration at Immanuel Chris-
tian School kicked off with worship 

Several students led the children in prayers for our nation and the world during the “See You At the Pole” event at Immanuel 
Christian School Wednesday.
DARLA A. BAKER/THE DAILY INDEPENDENT

‘See you at the pole’
By Darla A. Baker
The Daily Independent
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