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City, public react to adjudication letter
Adjudication mailers sent 

by a law fi rm representing 
the Indian Wells Valley Wa-
ter District seemed to lead to 
more questions than answers 
during a lengthy discussion 
at the Ridgecrest City Council 
meeting Wednesday night.

The district fi led the com-
prehensive adjudication last 
year in the hopes of forcing 
a legal determination of fi nal 

water rights for all pumpers 
in the IWV Groundwater ba-
sin, including the Navy. The 
move came as one of several 
legal actions prompted by lo-
cal reaction to the Sustainable 
Groundwater Management 
Act of 2014. SGMA requires 
eventually balancing the local 
basin – currently in critical 
overdraft.

Over 20,000 letters dated 
Dec. 16, 2021 were reported-
ly mailed in late December or 
early January. Among other 

things, the letters ask recipi-
ents to join the action by fi ling 
within 60 days of receipt and 
include information on how 
to do so. Look for the letter to 
also be posted on the IWVWD 
website at iwvwd.com under 
Important Documents under 
the Basin Adjudication but-
ton.

The controversial lawsuit 
impacts pretty much every-
one in the area either directly 
or indirectly. The title says it 
all: Indian Wells Valley Wa-

ter District v. All Persons 
Who Claim a Right to Extract 
Groundwater in the Indian 
Wells Valley Groundwater 
Basin No. 6-54 etc.; et al.

All individual pumpers and 
landowners using the local 
basin are parties to the ac-
tion and should all receive the 
mailer, water district sources 
said last month.

A second public workshop 
on the adjudication will be 
held by the IWVWD on Jan. 
26. The fi rst workshop in 

Dec. was adjourned abruptly 
when City Hall lost electricity. 
The IWV Water District next 
meets Monday, Jan. 10, at 6 
p.m.

District lawyers last month 
said the adjudication may be 
the best solution to local wa-
ter issues because it forces the 
Navy to participate.

But judging by a tiny sam-
pling of public comment and 
lengthy input from the city 

By Jessica Weston
For the Daily Independent
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California schools risk loss of dollars as enrollment drops

A new classroom at Burnt Ranch Elementary School in Trinity County on Dec. 13, 2019.
PHOTO BY DAVE WOODY FOR CALMATTERS

As they await the release of 
Gov. Gavin Newsom’s pro-
posed 2022-23 state budget, 
school district offi cials across 
California are worried about 
losing millions of dollars all at 
once, resulting in staffi ng cuts 
in a time when students need 
more attention than ever.

After two years of not being 
penalized for declining enroll-
ment during the pandemic, 
school districts are bracing 
for a sudden drop in revenues 
next year as their funding gets 
recalibrated to match current 
enrollment, which plummeted 
since COVID-19 fi rst closed 
California’s schools.

“I’ve never ever seen a drop 
in enrollment come all at once 
like this,” said Andy Johnsen, 
superintendent at San Mar-
cos Unifi ed in north San Di-
ego County. “The pandemic 

changed everything.”
In 2020, state lawmak-

ers decided to allow districts 
to use their pre-pandemic, 
2019-20 enrollment and at-
tendance fi gures to calculate 
their funding for the next two 
school years. But starting in 
the fall of 2022, funding lev-
els will be determined by this 
year’s enrollment and atten-
dance.

“Just to put it into perspec-
tive, we lost a few hundred 
students each year before the 
pandemic,” said Harold Sull-
ins, an associate superinten-
dent at San Bernardino City 
Unifi ed School District. “Last 
year, we declined by 2,000 
students. That’s about eight 
years’ worth of decline.”

Without assistance from 
the state, San Bernardino City 
Unifi ed could lose $27 million 
in funding due to the enroll-

By Joe Hong
CalMatters
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Why ARPA 
funds 
aren’t used 
for new 
pool

During the Ridgecrest City Coun-
cil’s regularly scheduled meeting held 
Wednesday night, councilmembers 
passed three resolutions to appropri-
ate portions of the American Rescue 
Plan Act Funds (ARPA) for improve-
ments to local parks.

City Manager Ron Strand was fi rst 
asked if all three resolutions could be 
combined into one agenda item, to 
which Strand said that due to fi nan-
cial accounting of the ARPA funding, 
it was prudent to keep them separate.

“It makes it better to track individ-
ual projects,” Strand said.

After Nerissa Wegener, Interim 
Parks and Recreation Director, intro-
duced the fi rst resolution, which was 
for the replacement of the water tank 
at the Leroy Jackson Sports Complex, 
public comment was opened up and 
led to a discussion as to how ARPA 
funds are used, the selection process 
of improvement projects, and why 
funds are not earmarked for the con-
struction of a new pool.

“What drove the sequence that 
we are seeing in the projects,” John 
“Skip” Gorman, of Ridgecrest, asked 
the council. “The tank... that one is 
fi rst. How did that happen?”

Gorman went on to ask the council 
why ARPA funds were not being used 
instead for a public pool, which the 
city of Ridgecrest lacks and has been 
a source of much debate in the past. 

By Darla A. Baker
The Daily Independent
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BHS cheerleaders go to 
Hawaii as All-Americans

Captains Trinity Pimentel, left, and Sophia Fredette.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF NOEL FREDETTE

Last month, six members of the 
Burroughs High School Cheerlead-
ing Squad traveled to Honolulu, 
Hawaii, with their family members 
to participate in the 80th Anniver-
sary Pearl Harbor Memorial Pa-
rade. They are among more than 
600 high school cheerleaders and 
dancers from across the country 
representing the camp brands of 
Varsity Spirit.

Representing BHS were cheer-
leaders Sophia Fredette, 17, Trinity 
Pimentel, 17, Tara Collie, 16, Ol-
ivia Haas, 17, Julissa Martinez, 15, 
and Mackenzy Crow, 14. Another 
cheerleader, Brittany Vassar, 16, 
was selected as an All American, 
but was unable to attend the pa-
rade.

The girls were invited to per-
form as a part of a select group of 
cheerleaders and dancers chosen 
as All-Americans during Varsity 
Spirit summer camps across the 
country. Only the top 10 percent 
of the cheerleaders and dancers 
from Varsity Spirit camps earn the 
chance to march in a holiday pa-
rade of this caliber.

Fredette, who is the head captain 
for the cheer squad, said it was an 
experience she will always cherish.

“During my last cheer camp, I 
was chosen to receive the award of 
All American Cheerleader. There 
were 28 girls from the whole camp 
and only a select few from each 
team get chosen and Burroughs 
had seven. Being head captain, I 
couldn’t be more proud and excit-
ed! Being able to travel to Hawaii 
and perform in the parade with 
them was an honor and a blessing 
to be a part of,” said Fredette, who 
is herself a daughter of a veteran 

By Darla A. Baker
The Daily Independent
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