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A Ridgecrest man and 
woman were arrested Dec. 30 
after Ridgecrest police said 
they found explosive devic-
es in their vehicle following a 
search.

At approximately 11:45 
p.m., Amanda Dollman, 25, 
and Junior Galang, 26, both 
of Ridgecrest, were parked at 
Fastrip, located at 345 S. Chi-

na Lake Blvd.
After contacting the two, 

Ridgecrest police offi cers de-
termined Galang had an ac-
tive felony warrant, accord-
ing to a RCPD news release.

Galang was taken into cus-
tody and a search was made 
of the vehicle occupied by he 
and Dollman.

During the search, police 
discovered what was sus-
pected as explosive devices 

(pipe bombs) inside the ve-
hicle. Offi cers evacuated the 
business and secured the sur-
rounding area, according to 
police.

The Kern County Sheriff’s 
Department Bomb Squad lat-
er arrived on scene and as-
sisted with the investigation. 
Kern County Fire Department 
and Liberty Ambulance also 
responded to the scene and 
supported the operation.

The KCSO Bomb Squad was 
able to safely remove the ex-
plosive devices from the ve-
hicle and later disposed of 
them.

Dollman was arrested on 
suspicion of possession of the 
explosive devices, a violation 
of PC 18715(a)(1).

Dollman and Galang were 
later transported to Bakers-
fi eld and booked at the Cen-
tral Receiving Facility.

Staff report

Two arrested after pipe bombs found in car

Ridgecrest police found pipe 
bombs in a vehicle during a 
search on Dec. 30.
COURTESY RPD

Supes delay vote on waste fee increase
Kern County supervisors 

delayed a vote on increasing 
land use and gate fees after 
last-minute comments by sol-
id-waste experts threw doubt 
into the proceedings Tuesday.

Supervisors had been slat-
ed to approve a 71-percent 
increase to the land use fee 
charged to owners of resi-
dential land and 44 percent 
increases to gate and bin fees 

on commercial and franchise 
waste-haulers. The increases 
are meant to pay for measures 
that will bring the county into 
compliance with a new state 
law aimed at greenhouse gas 
reductions.

SB 1383 requires organ-
ic waste like food be diverted 
from landfi lls to composting 
facilities and other recycling 
facilities.

Among other projects, the 
county plans to build a $20 
million compost plant near 

Shafter and Wasco to handle 
the expected increase in or-
ganic waste, along with a $30 
million investment in food and 
green waste processing among 
other multimillion-dollar im-
provements.

Neither fee increase came 
close to generating the nec-
essary number of written 
protests required to kill the 
proposal, but former city of 
Bakersfi eld Solid Waste Di-
rector Kevin Barnes spoke out 
against the new fees, saying he 

was looking out for the rate-
payers of the county.

He claimed existing county 
and private facilities only used 
18 percent of their permit-
ted capacity each year, which 
could be used for organic 
waste.

“The maxim, ‘Build it and 
they will come,’ doesn’t al-
ways apply in waste,” he said. 
“I’m just cautioning (that) the 
capital to build additional fa-
cilities might not be that nec-
essary.”

The county Public Works 
Department countered 
Barnes’ assessment, contend-
ing it had come up with the 
most cost-effective solution.

“We utilize all of these com-
panies,” he said of the private 
composting facilities in Kern 
County, noting that the waste 
needed to be processed be-
fore it reached those facilities. 
“But we pay more to utilize 
those than it would cost for us 

By Sam Morgen
The Bakersfi eld Californian
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Council 
likely to 
pass ARPA 
resolutions 
at meeting
By Darla A. Baker
The Daily Independent

During the Ridgecrest City Council’s 
regularly scheduled meeting Wednes-
day night, councilmembers are ex-
pected to pass three resolutions to 
appropriate portions of the American 
Rescue Plan Act Funds (ARPA) for im-
provements to local parks.

The fi rst resolution will be for the re-
placement of the water tank at the Le-
roy Jackson Sports Complex.

According to the agenda, the wa-
ter tank is currently over 20 years old, 
and is rusted with holes in it. The wa-
ter tank is used to hold water that is 
pumped out of the well and to water 
the grass.

Estimated project cost is $27,050 
with a 15% contingency of $4,057 for 
infl ation and unforeseen items. Project
total not to exceed $31,107.

The second resolution will be for the 
replacement of the roof on the bath-
room building located at Leroy Jackson 
Sports Complex near the complex ten-
nis courts.

According to the agenda, the roof is 
over 30 years old and is in poor condi-
tion. Staff recommends it be replaced 
with a metal roof to reduce future
maintenance and increase longevity.

The estimated cost is $24,320 with 
a contingency of 15 percent of $3,648. 
The estimated total project cost of 
$27,968.

The second resolution will also in-
clude the replacement of roofs on the 
bathroom building and gazebo located 
at Upjohn Park.

According to the agenda, these roofs 
are over 20 years old and are in poor 
condition as well.

The estimated cost is $21,000 with 
a contingency of 15 percent of $3,150. 
The estimated total project cost is 
$24,150.

The third resolution will be to retro-
fi t the existing light fi xtures at Pearson 
Park.

According to the agenda, the Pear-

See COUNCIL, A8

ABOVE: Mother Ashley Ladely holds her new baby, Luna Jimena Valadez.
BELOW: The fi rst baby born at Ridgecrest Regional Hospital in 2022 was Luna Jimena Valadez.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF RIDGECREST REGIONAL HOSPITAL

Ridgecrest welcomes newest 
citizen for 2022!

FIRST BABY BORN AT RRH IN THE NEW YEAR

Ridgecrest Regional Hospital re-
cently announced the fi rst baby born 
in 2022 arrived on New Year’s Day.

Luna Jimena Valadez was at 5:11 
p.m. Jan. 1, 2022, weighing 8 lbs., 4 
oz. Baby Luna measured 19.5 inches 
long.

Ashley Ladely and Fernando Vala-
dez are Luna’s parents.

During 2021, Ridgecrest Regional 
Hospital saw 383 births, with only one 
set of twins.

As the fi rst baby born in the new 
year, the new parents will receive a 
beautiful basket fi lled with items they 
will need for their baby, including 

By Darla A. Baker
The Daily Independent
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