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RRH to open free COVID-19 testing site
RIDGECREST REGIONAL 

HOSPITAL — As COVID rates 
continue to surge in the com-
munity, and increasing de-
mands on healthcare strains 
RRH, the hospital is bringing 
in a contractor to offer free 
COVID testing to residents.

Last week’s positivity rate 
soared to more than 40 per-
cent as 332 residents (out of 
826 tested at RRH) showed 
positive results. During that 
same period, drive-through 
testing at local pharmacies 
were booked up, home-test 
kits could not be found in lo-

cal stores, and the nearest 
county-sponsored test site 
was more than an hour away.

“We saw the need in the 
community, and this was the 
most expedient way we could 
meet it,” said Brenda Diel, 
administrator of quality at 
RRH and incident command-
er for the ongoing pandemic 
crisis.

“This will help relieve the 
burden on the hospital, too. 
We just don’t have the capac-
ity right now at urgent care or 
the emergency department to 
do all the necessary testing 
along with meeting the other 
critical health care needs of 

our residents.”
Trinity Safety Compa-

ny will be on hand at 301 W. 
Drummond Ave. in Ridge-
crest three days a week, of-
fering up to 60 free tests each 
day on a fi rst-come, fi rst-
served basis.

This week, testing will be 
offered from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday. Starting next week, 
testing will be offered during 
the same time and place on 
Wednesdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays.

Trinity will offer walk-up 
Amanda Diamond of RRH Liberty Ambulance at the 301 W. Drummond 
Ave. test site.
COURTESY PHOTO

News release

See TESTING, A8

The Kern County Sheriff’s Offi ce 
responded to a Ridgecrest residence
Monday morning after receiving a re-
port of a shooting.

At approximately 7:30 a.m., Ridge-
crest deputies arrived at the 4500 
block of Drummond Avenue and locat-
ed evidence of a shooting, but no vic-
tim was on scene, according to a news 
release.

An investigation led the offi cers to 
the Ridgecrest Regional Hospital were 
deputies discovered a male, adult vic-
tim who had been transported to the 
hospital by an unidentifi ed, private 
party prior to the deputies arrival.

The victim was pronounced de-
ceased by medical personnel.

News release

Man shot, 
killed in 
Ridgecrest

Searles 
responds 
to state OK 
of water 
plan
News release

Searles Valley Minerals released a 
statement criticizing to the state’s 
approval of the Indian Wells Valley 
Groundwater Sustainability Plan. The 
statement is printed below in its en-
tirety, and does not necessarily refl ect 
the opinion of the Daily Independent or 
its owners:

The California Department of Water 
Resources (DWR) announced Thursday 
approval of a groundwater sustainabil-
ity plan (GSP) submitted for the Indian 
Wells Valley Groundwater Basin that 
clearly violates a key tenet of the Sus-
tainable Groundwater Management 
Act (SGMA): prohibiting a groundwa-
ter management agency from deter-
mining water rights. The approval is 
granted despite DWR acknowledging 
that implementation of the GSP means 
“agricultural water use would be elim-
inated, and groundwater use would 
predominantly be for municipal and 
domestic uses and the U.S. Navy” and 
that it is “impossible” for DWR to as-
sess the feasibility of the Authority’s 
expensive water importation project 
due to “uncertainty regarding fi nanc-
ing and other project elements.”

Searles Valley Minerals (Searles), 
which has operated in the region for 

See SEARLES, A8

During the Ridgecrest City Coun-
cil’s regularly scheduled meeting 
Wednesday night, councilmembers 
will begin with a presentation to be 
given by Ridgecrest Police Chief Jed 
McLaughlin in recognizing Sergeant 
Tony Brown for 32 years of service.

In a preview of the agenda, City 
Manager Ron Strand congratulated 
Brown on his time with the police de-
partment.

“He has done an excellent job 
throughout his entire career work-
ing with the P.D. and working with 
patrol, investigations and now as a 
sergeant. His time has been greatly 
appreciated by the city,” Strand said 
Tuesday.

A discussion will be held for grant 
opportunities for the Waste Water 

Facility, and a separate discussion 
will be held concerning the Indian 
Wells Valley Ground Water Author-
ity.

The council is also expected to pass 
a resolution to appropriate Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Funds to 
purchase a smart water system and 
yearly service plan. The purchase of 
this smart water system would be for 
all city parks.

According to the agenda, the bene-
fi t of these systems would be that the 
controller connects to local weather 
stations and adjusts station run times 
automatically based on the projected 
evaporation according to the weath-
er. The controller can be controlled 
remotely by desktop or cell phone. 
Also, fl ow sensors will detect abnor-
mal water fl ow and a master valve 
can be installed in the event there is 
a stuck valve or a water break and the 

system can be isolated remotely.
By having these systems in place, 

the city would have an annual cost of 
$1,400 per year for the cellular ser-
vice plan.

Estimated projects cost is $21,400 
with a 15 percent contingency of 
$3,210 for infl ation and unforeseen 
items, with an estimated project total 
cost of $24,610.

Also on the agenda for Wednesday 
is a proclamation of the City of Ridge-
crest in recognition of School Choice 
Week where the city offers its citizens 
a variety of educational opportuni-
ties.

Councilmember Kyle Blades will 
also be appointed to represent the city 
on the Selection Committee for Kern 
County for the Kern COG meetings.

The meeting will begin at 6 p.m. at 
City Hall in the Council Chambers lo-
cated at 100 W. California Ave.

By Darla A. Baker
The Daily Independent

Council to recognize Sgt. Brown for 
32 years of service at meeting Weds.

The Ridgecrest Animal Shelter has many animals up for adoption at this time.
JESSICA WESTON/FOR THE DAILY INDEPENDENT

Animal Shelter: ‘We don’t put 
animals to sleep due to space’

Although Kern County Animal Ser-
vices have achieved a long-held goal 
of successfully fi nding homes for 
90 percent of the animals who came 
through its doors, Shelter Director 
Mary Stage said the term “no-kill 
shelter” is really misleading.

According to Animal Services, 91% 
of all animals that were delivered to 
shelters throughout Kern County 

were saved from June 2020 to June 
2021. Although this ratio allows the 
shelters to be considered “no-kill,” 
Stage said this is not entirely accu-
rate.

“Regardless of what you heard, 
there is no such thing as no-kill shel-
ters,” Stage told The Daily Indepen-
dent Friday.

According to Stage, the Humane 
Society of the United States put to-
gether a “philosophy” that if you kill 
under 10% of animals that are re-

ceived at any given shelter, then you 
can refer to that shelter as a “no-kill 
shelter.”

Said Stage, “As far as I am con-
cerned, if you kill one animal, you are 
a kill shelter. That is my take on it.”

As for Kern County to say they are a 
no-kill shelter, Stage says she strong-
ly disagrees.

“I’m sure what is happening is that 
they are lessening the amount of an-

By Darla A. Baker
The Daily Independent

See SHELTER, A8


