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How much will you need to retire? Let's talk.

Please send  your resume to: Publisher John Watkins, jwsales1003@gmail.com   •  Please do NOT call.

The Daily Independent is looking for a local columnists  to 

write one column per week. If you feel you have the drive 

to develop angles on newsworthy events, topics and 

issues that would benefit from editorial commentary this 

may be the opportunity for you. Send your ideas and a 

sample column to our publisher for review.
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LOOKING for

For more information call or text Hollie, 760-977-1416

Car Show info contact Raymond, 760-977-1122 • Bike Show info contact Boz, 432-661-4833

•  Old West 

    Re-enactments

•  Vendors

•  Live Music

•  Food & Drinks

•  Costume Contest

•  Car/Bike Show

•  Petting Zoo

•  Much More

19th Annual Randsburg 2021

Old West Days
September 18th and 19th • 10am-4pm

Sponsored by Randsburg Merchants and Volunteers

Pancake Breakfast 8am-11am $10 suggested donation

G
ary Charlon 
is at it again. 
He wants to 
improve our 

area and community. 
And he is not asking for 
a city or government 
handout.

Charlon, who 
launched the Ridge 
Project several years 
ago, has now started 
the ball rolling on an 
endeavor to help fund 
local nonprofi ts in the 
Indian Wells Valley and 
Searles Valley.

With 100% of the 
money raised dedicated 
to helping churches, 
clubs, organizations, 

museums, and theatre, 
he has begun a drawing 
that features a unique 
pot of gold at the end 
for some lucky ticket 
purchaser.

Here’s the deal. 
Buy a $100 donation 

ticket and you’ll be en-
tered into a drawing for 
gold and silver coins, 

stamps and a safe. The 
raffl e target is appraised 
at $25,000 value. 

Proceeds will be split 
this way: $75 to local 
nonprofi ts and $25 to 
the Ridge Project.

Nonprofi ts will en-
gage in the selling of 
tickets. That’s where 
they make their money.

Goal, according to 
Charlon, is to sell 250 
tickets but there is no 
limit to sales.

Winner will be an-
nounced at Santa’s Art 
Shop in December.

For further infor-
mation call 760-446-
4279.

—
Well, the lawyers 

are having a fi eld day. 
I would imagine over 
a million dollars in 
litigation fees have been 
spent on water ligation 
between all segments of 
the Indian Wells Valley 
water battle. 

From the looks of it 
the dollars will continue 
to fl ow as more litiga-
tion looms as the water 
battle goes on with no 
end in sight.

While the aforemen-
tioned attorney base 
are the big winners, it is 
sad but true to say all of 
the area rate payers are 

the big losers. And hold 
on to your purse strings 
and wallets; it’s only 
going to get worse.

—
Couldn’t believe it. 
Drove into the Taft 

McDonald’s yesterday 
to get a cup of coffee 
and noticed they were 
going to close early at 
6 p.m. Figured it was 
probably due to some 

upgrades as a new Jack 
In The Box is opening 
across the street.

Nope! Not the case! 
The closure was be-
cause they do not have 
enough employees to 
keep the eatery open. 

Another example 
how the free enterprise 
system has been broken 
by the unemployment 
bonus payments.

John Watkins

Fundraiser for Ridge Project and nonprofi ts
PUBLISHER’S PEN

Council 
to talk 
IWVWD 
fees 
tonight

The Ridgecrest City Council will 
meet for a regular session Wednesday 
at 6 p.m. City Manager Ron Strand ex-
plained in detail agenda items Monday 
morning.

Highlighting the action items will be 
a discussion between the Ridgecrest 
City Council and the Indian Wells Val-
ley Water District to fi nance replenish-
ment fees.

“The city has two concerns: one is 
that the water district secures a water 
future for imported water; and two, 
that they be able to mitigate or mini-
mize the impact of our ratepayers and 
their fees,” Strand said.

By fi nancing replenishment fees, 
Strand said the city believes the pur-
chase of the water over 30 years will re-
duce rates by up to 75 percent.

“We want to make this a priority,” 
Strand said. “We are asking the water 
district to fi nance the imported wa-
ter supply for their customers. Not for 
Searles Minerals or Mojave Pistachios, 
but just for their customers,” Strand 
said.

Councilmembers will also discuss 
establishing a “Key To The City” Pro-
gram which will allow the council to ac-
knowledge members of the community 
who often go unrecognized.

By Darla A. Baker
The Daily Independent

See COUNCIL, A6

(From left) Skip Gorman with Scout member ZJ Hoffmann and Bernie Mondragon stand behind the fi nished sundial. It is on display 
at the China Lake Museum located at 130 E. Las Flores Ave.
COURTESY OF ZJ HOFFMANN

Local scout collaborates with 
metal artist toward Eagle rank

Visitors of the China Lake Museum 
will notice a new display outside the 
building featuring a large metal sun-
dial with a Mighty Mouse rocket as 
its pointer. The China Lake Museum 
is located next door to the Maturango 
Museum at 130 E. Las Flores Ave.

The project was a collaboration 
between Boy Scout ZJ Hoffmann, 

17, and John (Skip) Gorman, widely 
known in the community for his met-
al art. In addition, Bernie Mondragon 
from Bernie’s Landscaping donated 
the cement for the project.

“My dad got in contact with Mr. 
Gorman about the project, and he 
said he was willing to help,” Hoff-
mann said Tuesday.

Two days later, Hoffmann met 
with Gorman and talked about his 
idea for the project which he hoped 

would help him earn the rank of Eagle 
Scout.

“He was very interested about the 
design, and he added the idea to make 
it octagon in shape and with a base. 
He thought that was a pretty cool de-
sign,” said Hoffman who is a senior at 
Burroughs High School.

Making a sundial was the idea of 
the China Lake Museum, Hoffmann 

By Darla A. Baker
The Daily Independent

See EAGLE, A8SAMPLE


