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Retired KCSO deputy killed in motorcycle crash Dec. 2
A Ridgecrest man 

and retired Kern Coun-
ty Sheriff’s deputy was 
killed in a motorcycle 
accident Dec. 2.

Troy Michael Braem, 
61, was the operator of 
the motorcycle and col-
lided with another ve-

hicle at 12:35 p.m. in the 
intersection of North 
Brady Street and West 
Las Flores Avenue.

A postmortem exam-
ination will be conduct-
ed to confi rm the cause 
and manner of death.

The California High-
way Patrol is the inves-
tigating agency.

Staff report

See more photos on page A6

A group of well-wishers gathers on Inyokern Road as the funeral procession for KCSO deputy Troy Michael Brehm 
passes by on Tuesday en route to Holland and Lyons Mortuary.
DARLA A. BAKER/THE DAILY INDEPENDENT

A 63-year-old Ridgecrest man was 
arrested Saturday night on suspicion 
that he fi red a shotgun at two people
who threw water balloons at his truck, 
according to the Ridgecrest Police De-
partment.

Mark Shell was 
asleep in his pick-
up truck when an 
18-year-old and a 
17-year-old who 
were in anoth-
er truck drove by 
and lobbed wa-
ter balloons at 
him around 10:50 
p.m., according 
to a social me-
dia post from the 
Ridgecrest Po-
lice Department. Shell woke up, saw 
the boys driving back and discharged 
a 12-gauge shotgun at their vehicle, 
damaging their truck and injuring one 
of its occupants, police said.

The shots caused minor damages 
to the truck and driver, police added. 
Shell then fl ed the scene. RPD police 
offi cers were called to Ridgecrest Re-
gional Hospital regarding a shooting 
victim a short time later.

A Kern County Sheriff’s Offi ce dep-
uty eventually found and arrested Shell 
near West Bowman Road and Highway 
395, according to RPD offi cials.

The suspect is a convicted felon and 
not allowed to possess fi rearms or am-
munition, the RPD said. Shell was ar-
rested on suspicion of attempted mur-
der, assault with a fi rearm and other
charges.

Staff report

Mark Shell

RPD: Man 
shoots at 
water 
balloon 
throwers

Council approves one-time hazard pay
The Ridgecrest City Coun-

cil approved to give essential 
employees a one-time haz-
ard pay during the last coun-
cil meeting.

In March 2021, President 
Joe Biden signed the Ameri-

can Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), 
which allows for one-time 
fi scal relief funds to state and 
local governments and other 
program areas aimed at mit-
igating the continuing efforts 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Part of these funds were 
earmarked to strengthen sup-
port for vital public services, 

including city employees.
“Even though city employ-

ees have not received a cost 
of living raise since 2008, 
the employees have shown 
resiliency and perseverance 
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, and continue to sup-
port the community and pro-
vide the essential city services 

residents rely on,” said Cherri 
Freese, fi nance director.

The allowed uses of ARPA 
funding focus on four key 
program areas, including to 
respond to workers perform-
ing essential work during 
COVID-19.

According to Freese, the 
city of Ridgecrest is unable to 

afford a raise at this time.
Said Freese, “This one-time 

essential employee hazard 
pay would recognize the em-
ployees’ hard work and ded-
ication during a time when 
the community depended on 
them the most.”

By Darla A. Baker
The Daily Independent

See COUNCIL, A4

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARADE IS SATURDAY

The 52nd Annual Children’s Christmas Parade will return to Ridgecrest Saturday, Dec. 11.
COURTESY OF TIA COURTNEY

Christmas Parade to feature 
Tex Hoppus as Grand Marshal

George “Tex” Hoppus, a longtime 
member and president of the His-
torical Society of the Upper Mojave 
Desert (HSUMD), will be featured as 
the grand marshal in the 52nd Annual 
Children’s Christmas Parade Satur-
day, Dec. 11.

“I was very honored to be consid-
ered, and honored to be a part of the 
parade,” Hoppus said Monday.

Hoppus has served as the HSUMD 
president for the past seven years. 
He has lived in the Indian Wells Val-
ley since moving here in 1970, when 
the Naval Ordnance Lab in Corona 
closed.

Said Hoppus, “I invite everybody, 
particularly families, to come and 
safely watch the parade and enjoy 
having the community gather at this 
special season.”

Hoppus has a B.S. degree in aero-

space engineering and an M.S. degree 
in electronics engineering. He has 
served the Navy both as a civil servant 
and as a contractor, and has earned 
numerous honors from Eagle Scout 
and the God and Country Award to 
the Navy Meritorious Civilian Service 
Award.

Hoppus is married to Marti, and is 
father to son Mark, lead vocalist and 
bass guitar for Blink-182, daughter 
Anne, and son Stephen. His auxiliary 
son is Brian Hoppus.

Mark Hoppus, known worldwide as 
a famous musician, has been battling 
cancer recently. Tex Hoppus said his 
son Mark has received good reports 
from his doctors.

Said Hoppus, “Mark is doing won-
derfully. He is cancer free. The doc-
tor, when he looked over the scans, 
said the news could not be better.”

Hoppus has been active in the com-

By Darla A. Baker
The Daily Independent

Tex Hoppus
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