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contractors. Encouraged by FEMA
and informed by the loss of life and
property from recent natural disasters, the trend is for more localities
to adopt mandatory building codes.
In Virginia, the Department of
Housing and Community Development (DHCD) oversees the
state’s building code known as the

VUSBC. However, enforcement of
the code is up to local municipalities. Each county, town or city can
add code, but it cannot reduce or
eliminate the minimum VUSBC
requirements. Periodically, DHCD
coordinates a review and updates
the VUSBC. Updates typically run
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