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Roosevelt Asks

Congress for 50,000 Warplanes;

Germans Expand Crack in French Outer Defense;
British Repulse Attacks on Their Line in Belgium

L]

Army Given
Jurisdiction
Over Paris

Situation at Fronl
Viewed as Grave

PARIS (FRIDAY), (/M)A gov-
ernment decree placed Parls in the
army zone Iast night and trans-
terred control of the capital from
civil to military authorities as dis-
patehes reported Allied warplanes
fighting terrific baltles to stop the
Hehtning slrokes of the German
Army along the Meuse in Northern
I'rancee,

There was no officlal explana-
tlon of the swdden decree extend-
fng the ariny vone to parls, (The
censor deleted 25 words in the dis-
pateh ab thls polnt,

Darly’  antiatrerafl,  guns  were
firing last night, bul no alr raid
alnrm had been sounded up to
pust mildnight,  The  war was
brought closer to Parls also, (Here
29 words were censored),

A close guard was posted over
the clty's gates in s roundup of
forelgners and the internment of
those of Cierman ovlgin as author-
itles guarded apainst any “fifth
column’ uprising, (22 words were
censored herey,

Ametieans Warned

Amerleans were urged by thelr
embussy to lenvo unless they had
compelllng reasons to stoy,

Tho army vohe decree was pro-
claimed Just after Premier Rey-
naud had warned of the “peril”
of the Nazl invaslon,

The French  War  Minlslry's
spokesman admitted that German
armored columns had pushed deep
mto France nller breaking through
the Alties' Meuse River front in
the Sedan sector,

But he sadd the Germans were

pinned down by cotnterblows {rom |

the alr,

The premler spoke Lwlce durlng
the day, once to the cheering
Chamber of Deputles In person
and agaln to Lthe natlon by radlo.

Reynaud warned the chamber
that “we wlill pe called to take
measures  which in other times
wottdd have seeme ™ volutionary,”

Nevertheless, b emphatically
dended alarming rumors spreading
through Parls that the govern-
ment was quitting the captial and
the Germans were approaching it,

He also called false other ru-
mors  thal  the Germans  had
reached  Relms, about 85 miles
novtheast of Paris, and that they
were using “new and lireststible
arms,"”

Nests Abandoned

“The enemy has succeeded only
in crossing the Meuse and open-
Ing a large pocket which our
valianul troops ave cleaning up,”
he sald,

The prineipal battleficld was re-
ported by the war ministry still
to be the west bank of the Meuse
northwest of Sedan, where Ger-
man tanks Wednesday penetratec
the French plilbox line,

French troops abandoned thely
concerete-covered machinegun
nests under the Attled command's
new orders Lo meet enecmy move-
ment with movement and aerial
squadrons dived In to bomb and
machinegun the German mech-
anlzed forees.,

Last night's communiqgue
claimed  success  tor  the  aerinl
counteraltack with reconnaissance
planes scouting out the columns,
pursuit planes  cleaving  up  the
skies and bombing planes raining
destruction on German armor,

Spearheads Held Back

No cetails were given, however,

(Reuters, British hews agency,
reportect from the Belgian fron-
tler, that waove after wave of
British  fighters  had  bombed
and  machinegunned  German
positions and troops in the
Meuse Valley since dawn)

The QGermans appeared (o be
holding back thelr spearheads to
walt for antinireraft batteries and
supporting forces to come up be-

continved on Page 5, Column 2
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Nuzi Forees Crack the Allied Defenses at Sedan and Mezieres
Map Shows Where Fighting Rages in the Plains of Champagne

~-Acmo Ma)p,

Nazi Drive
Seeks Ports
On Channel

German Wing
Being Strengthened

BERLIN, (M--Tiller's  leglons
muassed in the Dyle River seetor.-
from Antwerp south to Namu..
last night for a fast-moving drive
aimed al the strategle channel
ports and a hopping of{ place for
direet attacks upon Britaln,

Authorized  sonrees  Indiented
e German right wing was helng
strengthened with troops released
ay a resull of The Nethevlands
capltulation to perfect the Von
Schlieffen plan for a wide assault,
-~to turn France's northern flank
~-in what may be the “baltle of
the ages”

DNB, offteia! news ageney, safd
“several  million  of  the  best
equitipped soldiers are facing each
other in this area” Reports from
the front further gave the impres-
slon of an fmminent attack and
repeated that Brussels would be
In German hands within the next
few days. .

Advance in Sedan

Advices reaching  here  lnked
movements in the Dyle area with
those f[avther south, where the
greatest advanee was in the vi-
cinity of Frenc¢h Sedan,

Deep penetration of the Sedan
section, b was conjectured, mipght
have the double effect of foreing
Allied  withdrawal from Belgium
and the Dyle scetor and, at the
same  time,  foreing  withdrawals
trom the westernmost seetion of
the main Maginot Line,

DNB reports from the front de-
seribing the tmportnnee of an {m-
minent battle between  Antwerp
and  Namur, emphasized  that
Britain was insistent that the Bel-
ginns do thetr wtmost to hold the
area because of the prospeet the
Germans might gain positions di-
rectly aeross the narrow channel
from the British coast.,

Along the Meuse River, soully of
Namur and in the Sedan region,
DNB reported the Germans woere
gaining slowly biit steadily,

The German left wing, in the
vielnity of Sedan, must be pro-
tected, DNB  sald “to  prevent
flanking by the Irench with a

Continued on Page 5, Column 4
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King Asks May 26
Be Day of Prayer

LONDON, (M.-King George
asked DBritain  yesterdany Lo
maeke May 26 « day of “natlonal
prayer on hehall of the nation
and empire, thelr Allies and of
the cause In which they are
united,”

The mhnistry of home se-
curity warned Lhat “there now
Is & sk that enemy paras
chutlsts may attempt to land in
this country,” and urged motor-
Ists to keep thelr cars oul of
German hands,

“All owners of vehicles should
see that from dusk Lo dawn
thelr vehicles cannot readlly be
taken nway,” the ministry sald,
recommending . that  carg  be
locked In garages and  spark
‘plugs removed,

The war offlee announced
more thun 250,000 had volun-
teered to Join the home defense
force against invasion by pare-
chute troops up to last mid-
night,

German Foree
Nears Border
Of l-lunga.ry

BUDAPESD, (FRIDAY)—~ (/) ~
Germany s pouring thousands of
tmecehanized and molovized troops
—her "Blitz” divisions--inlo the
region near the Slovak-IIungarian
frontier, with temporary heads
quarters 140 miles from Rumania,
reports from Bratislava sald carly
toclay,

A steady stream of troop trains
and swift. columns of high speed
fighting equipment complete with
artillery, tanks, armoved cars, ficld
Kilchens and truck traing were re-
ported moving into eastern Slo-
vakin, the German-protected area
left after the breakup of Czecho-
Slovakin, Nuazi warplanes by the
hundreds were sald to be polsed
at Vienna and Slovak airports,

Movement Sinee Monday

The troop movements were re-
ported Lo have begun Monday
through the Zistersdorf Basin
north of Viennn and on Lo Poprad
in eastern Slovakin,

German army officers quartered
at Viennn were reported here as
telling forelpners they had orders
to mareh through Hungary, but
that they had no idea when they
would start, '

Military observers linked the
concentrations with the Releh’s
need of oll to press her ofl-con-
suming western offensive,

Shipments in Arrears

These  observers  pointed  oul
that these troops could rapidly
knife through Hungary to Ru-
manian ofl fields if an offensive
were determined upon,

Rumanian ofl deliverles to the
Releh, 1t was pointed out, are now
well over 1,000,000 tons in arrears
of the quotan agreed upon by the
two countries.

With the average warplane on
the West Front burning 15 gal-
lons of hiph-grade gasoline an
hour, military sources sald, 1,000

Picked Troops
Turn Germans
At Louvain

Street Fighting
Said To Be “Terrible’

By Drew Middleton

WITH "T'HE BRITISH EXPEDI-
TIONARY IPORCE IN BELGIUM
-—(PASSED BY FIELD CENSOR)
—=(/1)--Plcked  British troops as-
saulted German positions in the
ecastern edge of Louvain  three
times yesterday and, by furious
hand-to-hand fighting and rifle
fire, threw the Germans hack
neross the ratlroad tracks,

A Reuters-—-British news agency
—dlspaleh  commented  that the
British troops were likely to aban-
don their unprepared positions
near Louvain for stronger lines,

It was a flerce day of fighting
in the streets of this Belglan town,
16 miles east of Brussels, which
was ruined during the last war
and whose magnificent library was
restored by penny contributions
from American school children,

Shells Rip Positlons

Late in the day the British were
digeging in after hours of combat
in which early German advantage
had been overcome by the three
British infantry attacks,

“They lived up to traditions,”
one Brillsh officer rematked., “I
nexin't say more,!

Last night German shells were
ripping inte Bribish positions at
the cdge of the town, and British
metal was shrieking over its towers
al the German artillery as the
ancient university town once again
beeame the -objective of warring
armies,

The acllon started Wednesday
'night when, after an artillery duel,
the Germans attacked bhehind a
skirmish line of armored cars. The
first. thrust was cirected at com-
panies of an Irish regiment hold-
ing the strategieally situated rail-
road station,

Furlous Rifle Fire

The Avenue Des Allles (formerly
Rue de In Station) leads stralght
from the statlon to the center of
the town,

The Irish Infantrynien met the
German assault with furlous rifle,
antitank and machinegun fire, but
the Germans prevailed and carried
the important posttion which com-
mands the cily.

Immediately after the Germans
took over, they began to consoli-
date their positions.

The first British counterattack
struck them at early dawn, It was
followed by another attack and
still another, the last forcing the
Germans to retire from a position
dearly won and retreat across the
rallroad heyond the town,

Officers reported British troops
who sifted through the sun-
splashed streets smashed the Ger-
man positions as much by su-
perjor rifle fire as anything else,
although the Germans evidently
had some difficulty in bringing up
ammunition,

Thelr cdmmunication {ines ran
along roads leading to Louvain
from the east which were heavily

Continued on Page 5, Column b
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3.000 Aliens |

In Custody
In England

Heavy Attacks
Made by Plances

LONDON, (/—Britain swepl
1hout 3,000 enemy aliens into ““pro-
tective custody” yesterday in a
drive to stifle any “fifth column”
threat while her massed warplanes
winged over Germany with ‘‘tons
of bombs” in their greatest atlack
of the war,

Allens affected by yesterday's
order of the home ministry were
In category “B, male Germans
anad Austrians between 16 and 60
who had been under control but
not detained.

The swiftness with which Prime
Minister Churchill's government
followed up criticism that the first
big swoop on aliens May 12 was
too late and nol broad enough
led to beliel In some quarters that
enemy alien women soon would
be interned.

“Henviest Atinck” Claimed

About two-thirds of the aliens
rounded up yesterday were refu-
gees from the Nagi rule,

Previously they merely had heen
forbldden to own automobiles or
cameras, travel more than four
miles from thelr homes or change
their addresses without police ap-
proval,

The alr, ministry sald British
fliers had waged “the heaviest at-
tack yot madea-by the Royal Alr
Force during the war' east of the
Rhine throughout Wednesday
night,

The alr offensive apparently
was a follow-up of an attack
Wednesday by 150 Allied planes,
described as the largest fleet they
had massed for a single raid up
to then, That attack, the alr
ministry said, helped stem the
German drive in the Meuse-Sedan
sector,

The second wave of bombard-
ments, it sald, was against “the
enemy's road and rail communica-
tlons which are supporting his
forces in thelr invasion of the
Low Counfrics and Luxembourg, . .
many tons of bhombs were re-
leased , . . flres broke out and
heavy explostons were caused,”

Toll “Ihree to One”

The air ministry declared that
“the toll Inflicted on cnemy air-
craft is working out at more than
three to one in our favor” on the
Western Front,

It said 50 German planes were
destroyed during yesterday and
that in two mass flighty the Brit-
fsh had lost only three, one dur-
ing the night attack and two in
the day,

Among the targets it sald were
squarely hit were German high-
ways, rallroads, a military en-
campment and & two-mile-long
motorized column,

Allled military sources sald the
heaviest fighting in the momen-
tous battle of the Meuse was be-
{ween Dinant, Belgium, and the
Trench city of Sedan, where the
situation admittedly was serious
“but not critical.”

They said the Germans had
failled to cnlarge their “dent” in
the French fortifications at Sedan
and were held by the Allies east
of that point.

Liege, Namur Isolated

Lirge and Namur, Belgian
anchors of the Allled Meuse line,
admittedly were isolated hut a
British military commentator said
they still  were holding out.
Sporadic fighting was reported
along the U-shaped fronl east of
the Belglan port of Antwerp
through Charleroi and Louvain,

south to the Prench tbwn of
Mezleres and from Sedan to
Longwy. ‘

The meager reports sald also
that fighting In the vicinity of

A Stern President Addresses Congress
Mr. Roosevelt Delivering His Defense Message

~Acme Pholo,

Italian Reply

To Roosevelt
Still Awaited

Americans Are Warned
To Leave British Isles

WASHINGTON, (&) — Officlals
waited in vain last night for a
hopeful sign  from Italy that
President Roosevelt's moves to
prevent extension of the war to
},he Mediterranean were succeed-
ng,

No agsurances came from Rome

In answer to the President’s sug-

gestion against the extension of
the conflict to more areas and
other nations.

Ambassador Willlam Phillips In
Rome presented the President's
message to the Italian foreign of-
fice, to he handed to Mussolini,

It is understood here the mes-
sage was, in effect, a reiteration
of the ‘hopes the President ex-
pressed to Ilaly two wecks ago, At
that time, it was learned, Musso-
il gave Ambassador Phillips as-
surances merely that Italy did not
contemplate any “Immediate” en-
try into the war,

It was believed here last night
that Mussolini’s decision on war
or peace would depend on whether
France has to withdraw troops
from the Itallan horder to meet
the German invasion in the north,

Exodus From Ilaly Begun

Dispatches from Rome yester-
day indicated that the eéxodus of
Americans from Italy had begun.
American and Italian ships leav-
ing Genoa and Naples were re-
ported crowded with fleeing Amer-
fcans, warned by the embassy and
consulates to leave while trans-
portation facilities were still avail-
able, .

The State Department an-
nounced that the Americans in
England had been advised to pro-
ceed to Ireland, The department
sajd this government would con-
sider the possibility of sending a
vessel to the west coast of Ireland
for the use of Americans desiring
to return to the United States.
There were were 7,000 Americans
in the United Kingdom on Janu-
ary 1, the latest date for which

Continued on Page 2, Column 3
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German Bomber Is Shot Down
By Swiss Fighting Plane

ZURICH, SWITZERLAND, (#)
—Emphaslzing with machine-gun
fire the  Swiss determination to
keep thelr territory inviolate, a
Swiss fighting plane yesterday aft-
ernoon shot down & QGerman
bomber which strayed across the
line, One member of the German
crew way wounded.

The incident highlighted stead-
{ly growing tension which yester-
day caused Swiss and Germans to
close their frontier along the
Rhine, :

The Swiss plane machine
gunned the homber and forced it
to land in a fleld northwest of

zZurich, The two uninjured mem-
bers of the crew hurned their
plane and surrendered.

Even rail freight traffic was
halted hy closing the horder from
Basel to Lake Constance,

The Rome-Berlin express was
rerouted through the old Austrian
frontler at Saint Margrethen.

In recent days German divisions
concentrated southh of the fron-
tier have increased.” Heavy artil-
lery has rolled up behind them,
and German engineers have been
practicing building pontoon
bridges across a part of the Rhine
where they control both sides,

Defense Needs
Will Be Met,
Industry Says

Space, Employces
Must Be Tripled

NEW YORK, (#)--Production
of 50,000 military alrplanes a
vear by American aircraft plants,
suggested In  President Roose-
velt's message to Congress yester-
day, can be achieved with slightly
more than a three-fold increase
in thelr employees, 8 statement by
the Aecronautical Chamber of
Commerce said last night,

The statement, over the signa-
ture of John H, Jouett, nresident
of the chamber, the trade associe-
tion of the alrcraft manufactur-
ing industry, said 50,000 planes a
year also would involve tripling
the floor space of the airframe
plants and doubling the floor
space of the engine plants,

“From preliminary studies,” said
Jouett, “the program outlined in
the President’s message today
would seem to involve slightly
more than a three-fold increase
in the number of employees with
the plants working on a full-shift
basis, at the same time tripling
the floor space of the airplane
manufacturing plants and doub-
ling the floor space of the engine
plants.”

Industry Expanded

The alreraft industry, under the
‘Impetus of Allled orders. in the
last few months has heen expand-
ed from ahout 40,000 to 100,000
employees in the plane, engine and
accessories plants, An intensive
program has heen instituted in
several engine and aireraft fac-
tories,

President Roosevelt eslimated
the aircraft industry's annual pro-
duction capacity at present at
12,000 planes

By Decemher of ihis year it
has been estimated 25,000 engines
cach of 1,000 horse power or het-
ter will he rolling off assemhly
lines on an annual basis,

Douglas Pledges Aid

SANTA MONICA, CAL., (P)--
Donald W. Douglas, president of
the Douglas Alreraft Company
and head of the largest alrplanec
plant in the United States, yes-
terday pledged the resources of
his organization to the enlarged
plan for national defense,

“We can do it,” he said in a
statement on President Roosevelt's
plea {for production of 60,000
planes a year,

No Task Too Great

“No task Is too great and no
accomplishment impossible for a
free people united in loyalty and
love of its country.

“I am confident the airplane
industry of the United States can
and will keep pace with the needs
and desires of the Governiment.

“Bvery facility of our plants
and every resource of our own or-
ganization are at the service and

Record Sum
Is Sought
For Defense

Speech Cites Fate
Of Un prcparcd

(Sec Text on Page 2.)

WASHINGTON, (/)—President
Roosevelt solemnly warned .a joint
session of Congress yesterday that
unprepared nations “find thems-
selves overrun by the enemy,”
and proposed a $1,182,000,000 pro-
pram to make our defenses ine
vulnerable, our securily absolute.”

At the center of his defense
appenl was a call for planes, and
more planes—-for the expansion of
Americn's capacity to produce air-
eraft untll 50,000 can be turned
out, annually, and until an actual
armadn of 50,000 fighting planes
is ready to ‘‘meet any lightning
offensive  against our American
interest,”

The sum he proposed will push
next fiscal year's defense spending
and contract authorizations to
$3,276,000,000—by far the largest
in peace-time history.

A Congress tense with reallza=-
tion of the sweep of events nbroad
heard the President, cheered him
as he has seldom been cheered at
the Capitol, angd prepared to carry
out his recommendations with the
ubmost speed.

May Infroduces Bill

Almost immediately, Chalrman
May (D, Ky.) of the House Mili-
tary Committee Introduced &
$726,000,000 Army cxpansion bill,
to authorize the acquisition of
antfalreraft equipment and ammu-
nition, expedite the manufacture
of munitions, modernize combat
planes, train 15,000 new troops,
and improve the defenses of tho
Panama Canal,

The Senale, secking Lo speed ace
tion on the President's program,
adopled unanimously a resolution
calling for the return from a joint
conference commitiee of the $863,«
797,000 Navy appropriation bill in
order that the additional Navy
funds might be written into that
measure. Such procedure would
make it unnecessary to introduce
new appmropriations legislation,

“Surely,” sald the President,
measuring his words and deliver=
ing them with marked deliberae=
tion, “the developments of the
past few weeks have made it clear
to all of our citizens that the
possibility of attack on vital
American zones ought to make it
essential that we have the
physical, the ready ability to meet
those atlacks and to prevent them
from reaching their objective,

“This means military implee
ments—notl on paper—which are
ready and available to meet any
lightning offensive against our
Amecrican interest. It means also
that facilities for production must
be ready to turn out munitions
and cquipment at top speed,

Asks $896,000,000 Now

“We have had the lesson hefore
us over and over again-—nations
that. were not ready and were un-
able to get ready found theme
selves. overrun hy the enemy. So-
called impregnable fortifications
no longer exist. A defense which
allows an cnemy to consolidate
'his approach without hindrance
will lose. A defense which makes
no cffective effort to destroy the
lines of supplies and communica=-
tions of the enemy will Jose.

“An  effective defense by its
very nature requires the equip-
ment to attack an aggressor on
his route bhefore he can establish
strong hases within the territory
of American vital interests.”

For the rest, Mr, Roosevelt pro=
posed:

An immediate appropriation of
$896,000,000, for the Army, Navy
and Marine Corps, including
$100,000,000 to be appropriated to

Continued on_ Page 2, Column 2

RENTING ROOMS
AND APARTMENTS

Here's the kind of results you
can expect from your for rent
ad in The Times-Dispatch

PARK AVE.—Single, double, twin
heds; men, $6.60; girls, 856.50,
4-0227.

sSecured 5 tenants

GINTER PARK—Attractively fura
nighed home for summer, Loves
ly’ grounds, Tonvenicnt, Reae
sonable. 5-65452.

Rented fmmediately
PHONE YOUR AD NOW
DIAL 3-3431
Just say “Charge it”
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