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ERA14FA231
File No. 33647 05/09/2014 Ruther Glen ,VA Aircraft Reg No. N3016Z Time (Local): 19:40 EDT
Make/Model: Eagle/C-7 Fatal Serious Minor/None
Engine Make/Model: Crew 1 0 0
Aircraft Damage: Destroyed Pass 2 0 0

Number of Engines: Unk/Nr
Operating Certificate(s): None
Type of Flight Operation: Personal
Reg. Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation

Last Depart. Point: Doswell, VA
Destination: Local Flight, VA
Airport Proximity:
Airport Name: N/A
Runway Identification: N/A
Runway Length/Width (Ft): Unk/Nr
Runway Surface: Not Applicable
Runway Surface Condition:

Condition of Light: Day
Weather Info Src: Weather Observation Facility
Basic Weather: Visual Conditions

Lowest Ceiling:

Ft. AGL, Broken
Visibility: 10.00 SM

Wind Dir/Speed: 180 /010 kts

Temperature (°C): 28
Precip/Obscuration: No Obscuration; No Precipitation

Pilot-in-Command Age: 65

Certificate(s)/Rating(s)
Commercial; Free Balloon

Instrument Ratings
None

Flight Time (Hours)

Total All Aircraft: 660

Last 90 Days: Unk/Nr

Total Make/Model: Unk/Nr
Total Instrument Time: UnK/Nr

*** Note: NTSB investigators either traveled in support of this investigation or conducted a significant amount of investigative work
without any travel, and used data obtained from various sources to prepare this aircraft accident report. ***

Witnesses to the accident reported observing the balloon approaching the landing zone from the south where another balloon had just landed.

A video obtained from one of the withesses showed that, as the balloon descended and approached the landing site, the pilot engaged the

burner; however, shortly after, the balloon struck power lines, which resulted in a spark. Subsequently, the basket and a section of the
balloon’s envelope caught fire. The balloon then began an accelerated climb and drifted out of the camera’s view. The wreckage was found
about 6 miles north of the power lines. Examination of the wreckage revealed no preexisting mechanical anomalies with the balloon.

Federal Aviation Administration guidance on balloon flying states that, if there is an obstacle between the balloon and the landing site,
the pilot should either give the obstacle appropriate clearance and drop in from altitude; reject the landing and look for another landing
site; or fly a low approach to the obstacle, fly over the obstacle allowing plenty of room, and then land.
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It is likely that the pilot identified the power lines late in the approach and ignited the burner to climb but that insufficient time
remained to clear the power lines.
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OCCURRENCES

Approach - Controlled flight into terr/obj (CFIT)
Approach - Attempted remediation/recovery

FINDINGS

Aircraft-Aircraft oper/perf/capability-Performance/control parameters-Descent/approach/glide path-Not attained/maintained - C
Aircraft-Aircraft oper/perf/capability-Performance/control parameters-Altitude-Not attained/maintained - C

Personnel issues-Psychological-Attention/monitoring-Monitoring environment-Pilot - C

Personnel issues-Action/decision-Info processing/decision-ldentification/recognition-Pilot - C

Environmental issues-Physical environment-Object/animal/substance-Wire-Awareness of condition - C

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as follows:
The pilot's inadequate approach and his failure to maintain clearance from power lines, which resulted in a subsequent fire.



