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Oape Charles pregents this attractive water view

to travelers by ferry from Old Point
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RAILROAD moved In In 1884, and
Cape Chavles began, , :

A forry moved out In 1‘950.' Cape Chavlos
dlde't end, but 1's hueting,

More ovon han for most lowng, transe
portation -hag writton the tlcket fon this
ane on Lite Bay sldo of Virglnla's.Jastorn
Shote; & “dozon, milos or so north ol the
tip ot Lhg peninsula, '

Yor yoars (ha southorn gatoway lo Lhe
Shove, Cipe Chutles has boon, self-siyled,
n*eanglont"” town, and mado a fahi pavt

L. oﬂ jh‘,s Ilving’ govving the- nolghbory ‘\le10
_ passod through, ’

© An town offiélals oxpocted [av fowor are
pagsing through:now,  thoy say, slnce Lho
‘Vitglgia Ferry Corporation,. which hauled
mahy" of them, moved ila torminal from
here a *fow milos southoast to Kiptopoke
Beach on May -1l last year, So thoy're

' hqpl,ng lor new enierprlsos o come In/

Xt Holds Sports Records
Nobody s crylng, The (ranalent busle

\hess wasn'éall, Capo Charlos. Hias o nums

bor ‘of huslitess nssets. bullt to,last,

1 Shopplng contor for most of Nonthamps

ton County; it operates, accordibg to Mayor
Raymond. M. Cimmor, protty ‘much by
Cthe vulo that “ag the furivors go, o goos
;Cape -Chavles,” - Taslern Shovo farmors
being a pretiy solld lot, the shopping oene
‘ter hums -on-week ondy, .

Cape Charles also has a humming smalle

1 bhout habor on-ts novth flank on King's
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1 Croak, {0 which sports-{lshermen  tlock,
| and a-town-owned commerolal flshetmon's
i harbor-on is south flank, It boasty the

Comfort,

y

world's record for slza of both channel
bagg and drumfish oaught off ita &hores
by sporls flshormon, The walora sotve
up small Lsh of all kinds, And thousands
of crabg and oyslors go each yoar out of
the commoralal harbor, at s buslesl in
the Winlor,

The rallroad which gavae- Cape Clinrles
!)om’g ls also hore and silll the fown's
major ludustvy, 'The Ponnsylvanin Rolle
vond sloamor, "Hillsha Loe! makos (wo
round teps dally from here to Old Polnt

' Comfort and Norfolkk with pagsengors and

- vohleles .and mall,

Scott Preceded Rallway

It hauled somo 212,000 passengors lasi
yoar, which was about avorage, although
the war yoars averaged move than 1,000,«
000, according to Chlof Clovk R, I
Sohrack, Vory fow of the passongers ave
focal, howover, he notod: most are making
traln connaectiona on one sidoe-or the olher
ol the Bay and move right on,

But the Pennsy .also handles vast. quans
Uitlos of frofght through its torminal hove,
headquartors for ts “Delmarva’ - dlvision
gorving the Shove; and its tugs ply the
Bay stoadlly with bargoes loaded wilh
Irolght cars {n thole wako, ''he 250 oms
ployoos In the maring dopartment live
mostly olsowhove, Schrack sald, but ans
‘olhor 200 work An town, With tholy fuma
llos thoy make up ‘a slzable segmont of

#ihe Cape Charles population (1050 census:
2,426y, . : !

It was the coming of tha line which
tho Pennsy later abnorbed, khown locally
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Cilied and i7ownd of Uirginia . . . . .

Cape Charles

_Story and Photographs by Hamilton Crockiord
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ns “lhe Nyp and N, which starled Capo
Charles, \

But Willlam L, Scolf, of Erie, Pa,, npre-
coded. the vallvond, a local historlan has
pocordod, Seolt in June, 1883, pought
“from Lhe helrs of the ‘lule Governor
Pazowell” an estate of 2,650 nores for
$56,000; deeded part to the Now York,
Philadelphla  and- Norfolk Raliread, lo
whioh a churtor hud been granted;* bullk

docks on the south slde of the harhor and-
threo oyster housos; and had hlz estatoe

.on the inland side, the account of the

late Dr, W, D, Williams rblatos, ,,
Dr, Willlams, who lived at "Willow Grova

01 1883, " Jttle bullding put up by a Mr,
Stevons from Novih Carolina at the pres
ent site off Savage's Drug Store, o be
‘used as & barroom,”

The railvoad, Dr, Willlams wrote, coms
ploted Its tracks Oect, 25, 1884; and char.”
toved 1tz [irst-steamor in November, 1884,
to run at that time from Cherrystone
“Whav, four miles north, The town, bult
on the wite of an old Indian setllement,
wag incorporated March 1, 1888, with the
manager of Scott's estate glven the hon.
orary” appolntment ag mayor,

Unlil 1806, tha historian sald, it was

Ythe only incorporated town in Virginia

Tarm” four miley away and moved 1o « that was fonced in"i the Scotlt estate. bov«

town in 1888 to.become ihe gt dentlst

~wrota down hig brief -history on thes types

wittor in 1040, The manuseript is cavefully
pregorved by his dawghtery Myy, Nannle

Bott Thomas, a former sohool teacher 1i;

town, No othev copy exlsts, she sald,

Its pugoes toll how the town was ovigle
nally lnid out in a perfect squaxp,, slx
avenuos long and alx slrvots decp, and’
the fret bullding was erected {n thy Tall

]

Pounsylvania Rojlrond stonmer El‘léhuﬂlm,v“
mukes two daily’ round tr‘lps‘ to Old Point, -
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“doring™t was. fenced in in accordance with
county law, he. explajned, and 'to reach
own from that slda’ one had to drive
through the estate, '

In 1885, he noted, ihe railroad put a
sldowhepler on the Bay wlth iracks on
both sldes to carry sleeping cars,

Cnpg Charles grew ag the rallroad grew
.and ag the Eastorn Shore grew in impora
tlance .ag a '.u'uclc'crop produelng area,
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al in the yards

Oldtime railvondd sign
importance to town,

Moday the lown has n number of dis-
1inctions and nobody is prouder of them

than ‘Grimmer, {he “flrst natlve-born

mayor.” ‘ :

It §s one of the few Virginia Lo{.vns which
are separate school ‘disiriets in themselves,’
he noted, and has a combined high and
elethentary school of its own,

It was among the fivst towns in the
South 1o have a Negro policeman, Willis
Miichell, employed four years ago for
the part-ifme position, Is an excellent of-
fleey, Chief Jackson R, Jarvis declared,
All fofr men on ‘the force are service
veberans.

Versatile Fire Company

The {own. five department, composed

entirely of volun,,te,ersl serves as first-ald
» ¥ "

squad, too,” It has its own ambulance in
addition fo four fire engines, equipment
worth §55,000, Chief R. T\ Barnes, who's
also a councllman, nofed they've used It
for everything from putting out, a firve
on a ferry hoat to [illing the baptismal/
font at a church ‘where the water pump
wasn't working.

"The, Northampton Menmorial Library,

" convebthd from” Ahve brigliel Presbyteriah

churel’ o' &’ meémorinl to, World War I
veferans, was the first such meinoria) li-
brary in the State, according to Dr. Wils
liam's account,

The Northampton Country Club just
outside town provides golfing right in view
of the small-hoat havbor, '

"I'hen there's the municipal parking lof,
town offlclals' pet pride, which extends
on one side of Mdson Avenue, the mein
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street, the whole length of {he business
distriet, facing the stores on the oppogite
side, '

IU's not go full as it used to he, except
on Saturdays, Grimmer said, since the Vire
ginia. Ferry Corporation moved,

The ferry company, which started opero_’

ating between Lit{le Creek near Norfolk
and Cape Charvles in 1933 announced the
shift of its -northern terminal southward
on ‘the Shore wag made tp shorten the
ferry run and thereby provide more frips
daily, The change made possible - mora
runs than could have heen obtained by
building a fourth boat, it sajid, The come
pany stepped up its dafly {rips from 14 o
19 after the move, -

‘Plans for Resort Town -

1t hag also announced early last yeaf

the formation of a subsidiary company to
develop s complete resort town at the new
terminal at Kiptopeke Beach, Signs went
up marking the sites of a proposed motor
court, truck center and shopping center,
Streels were marked out, :
There's no town yet and some: Eastern
Shore people-figurd it'll be a long time

coming, N, C, Chandler, general superine

iendent of the line, said recently that in
light. of, present material shortages, no
date for a start can be Set, But ihe proje

ect will be put through eventually, he”

declared, .

Meanwhile, Cape Charles i hoping to
locaie those new indusivies,: One councile
man nofed, “We've got a $1,000,000 Leich
out there if we just develop.it.”

Next chk: -M&mtmss

Crying his fi'm'ly. wares in # ‘musical’ fashion
s Alonzo Moore, 74, with a fresh eatch, -

" Cape Oharles Polico. Chief Jackson R. Jarvis-(left)

Decorating the white sands of the (npe Charles Beach ¥ixe Ohlef R, ‘(. Barnes (center) is -
‘briefs: Sherman Hermes, Willis Mitchell, T, 8, Gaskill" Sy

a ~ 'are Mrs, Florence Msisters and Mrs, Ruth Walnwright, Yrazier Hyler, Harry Batson:with tei

’ '

nﬁll}pd by Firemen "’
ck'and ambulance,
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