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High Court
Backs U. S.
In Oil Suits
Over Prices

Any Combination
Which Pegs Rate
Is Ruled IHegal

WASHINCGTON, (A).-T'he  Su-
preme Court gave powerful sup-
port yesterday to the Justice De-
partment’s current eampaign |
under the Sherman anti-trast act
with & ruling that the law pro-
hibits “any comblination which
tampers with price structures.”

In a five-to-lwo decision rep-
resenting a  fresh interpretation
of the dispuled, 80-year-old law,
Justiee Douglus asserted that a
consplracy to affect prices violated
the Shermat acl even though the
resulting prices were reasonable,

“Uncler the Sherman act,” sald
tho youngest member of the courl,

“a combination formed for the
prpose and with tho effect of
ralsing, depressing, fixing, pedging,
or stabllizlug thie prien of a com-
modity In Interstale or forelgn
commerce s legal,”

This sweeping ruling specifleatly
sustained  Justlee  Department
charges Lhat 12 major oll come-
pantes and flve Indlviduals had
violated the Sherman act by con-
spiring to raise the price of gaso-
Une sold in 10 Midwestern Stales
—cone of no oseries of  anti-trust
prosecutions,

Setbuek in Distriet Court

In Distriel *Court, meanwhlle,
the Justlee Department suffered a
setback in its first prosecution of
a labor union under the anti-trast
laws, Justice I8, Dickinson Letls
divected o Jury to acquit officers
of an A, I% ol L. Leamsters local
charged with resteaining bullding
construction In a Jurlsdictionad
digpute, e held that the Gov-
ernment had fatled to show criml-
nal intent Lo violate the anti-trust
law,

In his 67-page oplnlon in the
oll cuse, the longest fn years,
Douglas sald thal for more than
40 years the courl had “consist-
cntly and without devintion ad-
hered to the prineiple that prlee-
fixing agreements are unlawful,”

But tho two dissenters. - Justices
Roberts  and  McReynolds. - con-
tenced that “no case declded by
this court has held a cembination
Hllegal soleiy hecause ibs purpose
or offect was Lo valse prices” and
that “the criterion of legality has
always been the purpose or effect
of the combination unduly to re-
atrain commerce.”

Justico Roberis Dissents

Justice Roberts, who wrote the
dissent, held that the tribunal in
1011 and laler had laid down a
“firmly established” prineiple that
the anti-trust law prohibits only
“unreasonable” restraint of com-
merce.

Douglas  snid,  however,  that
congress had not “left with us the
determination of whether or not
particular price-fixing schemes are
wise or unwlse, healthy or destruc-
tive.”

“Tt hias no more allowed genulne
or faucled competitive abuses as
a legal Justification for such
schiomes,”  the opinton added,
“than it has the good intentions of
the members of tho combination,
If such a shift is to be made, it
must be done by the Congress.”

Trial Judge Upheld

The defendants contended thay
had engaged only “in a voluntary
eftort to remove distress gasoline”
by purchasing the surplus of in-
dependent refineries,

They wore convicted in Federal
Distriet Court at Macdison, Wis.,
but & clreult court reversed the
convictions and ordered a new
trinl on the ground that the trial
Judge had glven improper instruc-
tions to the jury. The Supreme
Court held, howoever, that the
trial judgo correctly told the jury
that 1t was fmmalerial whether
the price level produced by the
cdefendants was reasonable or un-
reasonable,

Food Inquiry Next

CHICAGO, (M--A high Federal
officinl, who declined to be quoted
dlrectly, said yesterday that the
antl-trust division of the Justice
Department would launch its next
major drive against alleged mono-
polistic activities {n the food ine
dustries. Plans call for stavting the
campalgn simultaneously in Chi-
cago and New York, {t was sald,

SAVE TEN DOLLARS
IN TEN MINUTES

Buy household goods, office
cquipment. bullding material,
ete., at the lowest avallable
prices and save real money.

Hundreds of useful used things
are offered at unbelievably low
prices through Times-Dispateh
want Ads.

Here are a few seasonal arti-
cles desceribed in the Want Ads:
urniture, musieal instruments,
typewriters, bicycles, refrigera-
tors, cameras, golf clubs, ete,
Watch Times<-Dispateh Want
Ads daily until you find what
you want.

Steinbeck’s

Olkie Novel

Wins Pulitzer Award

NEW YORK, 4 -John Steinbeek's powerful and controversial

story of the “Okies™ The Grapes
performed by the Waterbury, Conn
posing  monicipal grafy o were
colares of Lhz faulitzer prize comm

awarded

of Wrath- and the public service
. Republiean and Amerfean in ex-
yvesterday the highest ac-
ittee for 1039.

Sleinbeck's novelsald by by publisher, the Viking Press, to

have heen read in 12 months by
was found Lo have heen the most

the $1,000 prize, -

It deals with Lhe plight of mi-
gratory workers particularly in
Callfornia. J

‘The Republican and Amori(-nn}
was saluted for the most disinter« |
ested and meritorious public S0Py |
ice rendered by an American news-
paper, and won the $500 gold!
medal,

For hls dispetehes from Bevlin,
OLto 1, Toltsehus of the New
York ‘I'mes won the $5H00) uwm'(li
given annuslly for the most dis-
LUngulshed  service as a forcign )
correspondent, |

8. Burton Heath of the New!
York World-Telegram was!
awarded the $1.000 prize for a
distingulshed  example of o re-
porter's  work domestically-- spe-
cifieally Tor his excluslve articles
which led to the exposure of for-
mer United Stetes Chrealt Judge
Martin ', Manton, who now s in
prison for aceepting bribes,

Other awards:

TFor distinguished editorial writ-
ing, limlted to the editorial page -
Bart Howard of the 8t. Louls
Post-Dispateh, $500,

Por distingulshed work as a car-
toonlst--Kiddmund - Duffy of  the
Ballimore Sun, $600, Ciled was

Continuted on Page 4, Coltinn 2

Church Urges
‘Moral Ban’

On A.ggrcssors

Virginian Advocates
Joining ‘Side of Right’

ATLANTIC CTTY, N, J, (/D)
The Methodist Chureh yeslerday
advoented n “moral  emburgo
against shipment of serap  iron,
coblon, crude oll, coffee and olther
“war materinls” Lo agEressor nine
tons as 776 delegates ended a
10-day general conference,

They refused to ask the U, S,
Government to enforce a positive
embargo  through laws, for fear
fl would get this country Into war,

Bishop Ralph A, Ward of
Chenglu, Ching, sald sueh a prop-
ositlon  wag  “loo  vapue”  and
ndded: “A moral embargo must
be implemented {f {6 19 to be more
than plous phrases,”

But Dr. Brnest I, Tile of
Tvanston, Hl, argued the present
“moral embargo” against exporla-
tion of alrplane parts worked oul
tairly well, e sald a positive em-
bargo might drive Japan tnlo ale
Hance with Russia; cause Japan
to selze the Duteh Tast Incles
and actually declare  war on
China; result in nll Americans
hefng driven out of Ching, and
in the Unlied Slates hecoming
Involved in an Asfatle war”

“We Can't Remain Newteal”

Dr, William R, Johnson, 1 mis-
stonary assigned to the Kiangst
Province of China, led an unsues
cossful fight to have the chureh
favor positive embargo, 1, No-
lan B, Harmon of Roahoke, Va,,
urged the conference to put it-
self "on the slde of right” and
added, “We can't remafn neutral
any longer,"

The conference’'s offlelnl pro-
nouncement did not mention the
name of Japan in its text,

whether Methodists should join
with other Protestant groups in
o movement Lo have Faster f{all
on the second Sunday of April
ecach year was referred to the
commitlee on interdenominational
relations, which will veport. back
to the 1944 conference, At pres-
ent, Easter falls on the first Sun-
day after the flrst full moon ob
or after Marveh 21,

more than 4,000,000 Americans- -
distingulshed of the year and won

John Steinheck
His Okies Distinguished

Dy, Faulkner

e et et e e et

Dics in Fall

1FFrom Building

Coroner Says Death
‘Probably Accidental’

Dr. Donald Mack, ITaulkner, 47,
prominent Richmond orthopedist,
fell to his death carly yesterday
afternoon from a window of hls
office on the fourth floor of the
Medleal Arts Bullding, Sccond and
Iranklin Streets,

s body sbhruck two low cone
crele steps In o wealk feading from
the Branklin street sldewalk, a fow
feet from the southwest corner of
the bullding, Physieians said he
was killed instantly,

Dr, W, I Graham, with whom
Dr. ulkner wag associnted, sald
the physielan was alone In his
private office at the Ume of the
fall, .
Two See Bady Fall

Two persons ouldide the hulld-
ing sald they glintised the bhody
plunging down heetifirst,  Appar-
ently no one saw ¢ foll begin,

Tollowlng an Ing:est, D J. H.
Scherer, ¢ty coron:y, pronounced
the death “probabl \ acetdental.”

Deo Graham arg Dr, J, 1.
Tueker, also assocthted with Dr,
Fauliner, could offis, no explana-
tlon of the nccldery, ‘They sald
Dr, Faulkner alwaysiaad appeared
in good heallh and ';wmm‘d to he
in good spirlts yestday,

Dr. aulkner and s wife were
bullding & new homdé in the West-
hamplon area and yhad planned
soon to vacate thely residence at
1907 Stuart Avenue,

The physlelan -had two daugh-
lers, Closey Virden, 13, and Terry
Bereyman Faulkner, 10, and one
son, Donald M, Faulkner Jr, 6.

Dr, Baulkner was born st Boyd-
ton, the son of the late Charles
J. Faulkner, well-known Mecklen«
burg County atlorney, and Mry,
Lucy Harrlson Faulkner of Amella,
He allended  Eoilscopal High
Behool and the University of vira
ginin, where he was graduated in
medicine in 1018,

Ab the universily he was elected

Continued on Page 8, Column 2

Em'agcd School Pl.'i.mt:ipal

Kills 4 Associates, Hurts 2

SOUTH PASADENA, CAL, (1)
--Flying Into o rage durlng a
board of education meeting, Ver-
ling Spencer, junfor high school
prinelpal,  vesterday  shol  and
killed  four school  attaches,
wounded two others and seriously
wounded himse!f,

The dead: George €, Bush, 53,
superintendent  of city  schools:
Johin E. Alman, 50, principal of
South  Pasadena  High  School;
william Speer, 43, business man-
ager of cily schools, and V., V.
vanderiip, printing instructor.

Wounded: Ruth Barnett Stur-
geon, funlor high school teacher,
and Dorothea Talbert, scerelary
to Superintendent Bush,

Hospital authorities sald Spen-
cer’s condition s critical and that
he may die,

Because of confusion, the fact
that most withesses were elther
killed or seriously wounded and
Spencer's condition did not per-
mit authorities to question him,
detalls of the shootings were not
immediately available,

The first reconstruction of the
crime by Police Chief Frank Hig-
gins was that Spencer, who re-
cently had won honors on a pistol
range as an expert marksman,
had had disagreements with the

school board and faculty mem-

main high school huilding was
calleg to act on his chse,

Suddenly Spencer, who recent-
ly suffered a nervous breakdown,
drew a 22 ealibre auwtomatic pis-
tol and began firing,

Bush, Speer and  Alman--—the
only ones in the hoard rvoom be-
sides  Spencer-—slumped  to  the
floor dead, each shot oncee through
the heart,

Dashing out of the bullding yell-
ing, “I'll get them all!” Spences

nearly  stumbled over several
school  children  leaving  thelr
classes,

Driving scveral blocks away to
the Jjunior high school, Spencer
hacked Vanderilp into the man-
ual training room and shot him
%h{rough the heart with one bul-
el

Speneer then ran past the cafe-
teria, where he encountered Mrs,
Sturgeon,  Higging sald the man
shot hier through cach hand, then

calmly relonded his pistol and
‘rlro(ll another bullet near her
weart,

Miss Talbert also fell vietim of
Speneet’s gun, She was wounded
in the chest,  Hospital authoris
tles sald the condition of hoth
women was serfous.

Spencer shot himself through
the neck when police, armed with
shotguns, cornered him in the
basement of the Junior high

bers and that the meeting in the

school,

President
Asks House '
To Approve
Hatch’s Bill

Committee Vole
To Reconsider Tt
lxpected '.l."o(lay

WASHINGTON, (- -President
Ronsevelt yesterday called for en-
actment of the Hateh  political
practices bill as supporters of that
Senate-approved  measure  pre-
pored for g new atlempt to oh-
tain netion in the Housce,

Iin rowte to Washington from
iLoweek end ol home in Hyde
Park, N, Y, the Chief Execulive
uhgualifiedly indorsed the neas-
use, saying he hoped very much
that it would he brought before
the House, voted on and passed,

‘The legislation would regulate
Lthe politfeal wnetivitles of  State
emploees who derive any part of
thefr salaries from Federal funds,
IL also would Umit individual po-
Iitleal camprign contributions to
$6,000 and lmit expenditures of
national campalgn commitiecs to
$4,000,000 per campalign,

Murdock to Push Fight

The President, who previously

had  expressed  support for the

legislation, gave it thls new hoost|

on the eve of a meeling of the
House Judielary Committee, at
which members sald they would
seek Lo overturn the commitiee’s
14-10-10 secret vole last Wednes-
day, tabling the bill

Representative  Murdock (D,
Utal) sald he would make a mo-
tion to reconsider the previous
vote and then seek to push the
measure through to commiltee ap-
proval, lle had the annhounced
backing of several Democrats and
Republicans, 3

Since {ho tabling vote was hy
seeret. ballot, there was no record
of how the commitieemen voted,
but Murdock sald that “4f all
those who seid they voted agalnst
tabling vote for reconsideration,
there 1s no doubt about the out-
come,”

Representative  Dempsey (D,
N. M), House sponsor of the bill
by Seuator Hateh (1), N, M., said
last wes' that 14 committee mem-
bers had  told him  they voted
apainsb tabling, In spite of the
faet that only 10 voles were re-
corded against it,

Dempscy, meanwhile, oblained
10 moro signatures for his peti-
tion to bring the legislation to the
floor without the Judielary Com-
mittee's approval, This brought
tho lotal signers Lo 113, or 105
short of the number required to
L the bill oub of the commii~
tee's hands,

Critlelzes Secrel Vole

The measure also was hrought
up in floor discussion, Represen=
tative Anderson (D, Mo, sald its
foes wore those who foster “the
loot and spoils system.,”

He urged the House to “rise
above anything that smacks of
political hossism” and do what-
ever necessary to hring the legls-
lalion to a vole, He also criti-
cized the committee’'s secrel vole,

“Can we sit supinely by, he
asked, “and permit to pass un-
challenged an action which has
been characterized as unequaled
in the annals of this country for
its callous and hrazen hetrayal of
publie trust, for its utter disre~
gard and frustration of the pub-
He will, and for its vislatlon of
the public confidence?”

Representative Creal (D, Ky),
& member of the Judiciary Com~
mittee, suggested that House
members should read bills before
they sign petitions to take them
away from commiltere. He did
not mention the Haten bill spe-
cifically,

Power From Atoms
Declared Still Remote

ITHACA, N, Y., (/M—A Cornell
University scientist declared last
night that there was no im-
mediate Hkellhood of coal, oil or
clectricity being supplanted hy
“U-235" the miracle substance
with which sclence has unlocked
the seeret of alomic power, )

Hans A, Bethe, professor of
physies, In a statement to the As-
soclated Press, explained that the
searcity and laboratory cost of
fsolating “U-235" n rare isotope
or chemienl twin of the heavy
clement uranium, put into “the
distant future” the production of
energy from this source on any
commercial scale,

Liberty Bell Ransom
Offered 10 Hitler

HARRISBURG, PA, (P)—The
Pennsylvanin World's Fajrr Com-
mission offered Adolf Hitler §3,000
yosterday for a replien of Amer-
{ca’s Liberty Bell, donated to
Crzecho-Slovakin when that coun-
try "hecame & republic,

Richard P, Brown, State sccre-~
tary of commerce and chalrmarn
of the fair commission, cabled
Hitler:

“we understand all bronze ar-
teles are being melted down and
since we have use for this valuable
bell we offer $3,000 if delivered
New York in good condition for
use in Penmgylvanla building at
world's Fair,”

Allies Admit 3 Destroyers Sunk;

Chamberlain Faces Irate House
Today but May Stave Oft Defeat

N

IN GERMAN AIR

SUNK

Egypt Ready
To Meet Italy
On All Fronts

ALEXANDRIA, EGYPT, (/P)—
The guns of a newly arrved
squadron of Allled crulsers, rein-
foreing Trench and British battle
fleets, gleamed in Alexandria har-
bor last night and British war-
plancs stood with homh racks
loaded for a quick take-ofl.

“We are ready to meel Ilaly
on land, sea and alr should she
decide to fight,” sald British offi-
cinl circles as this display of naval
and alr might spread itself out to
defend, in any emergency, the
vital Suez Canal,

“The test has already started,”
these sources sald of the question
whether Italy might declde to
fight, hinting the answer was ox-
pected within the next seven days,

“In fact, the Allies’ attitude is
defiant,” these spokesmen con-
tinued, “because it s tantamount
to a reply, not to a diplomatic
note, but rather to a naval dem-
onstration of great gignificance.”

“The Allles are fully prepared
for any emergency in the flelds
in which hostilities may take place
with Italy, and in event of war
being declared, which we still
doubt, we are absolutely certain
of the final issue of such a con-
flfct.”

The "naval demonstration”
mentioned, went unexplained.
However, observers recalled re-
ports that the Itallans recently
have concentrated naval forces, as
well as reinforced thelr land and
alr troops In the Dodecanese Is-
lands, in the Aegean between the
"Turkish and Greek coasts.

The new squadron of Allled

crulsers and auxilaries arrived
yvesterday to join  hattleships,
crulsers, destroyers, submarines

and torpedo hoals already here,
as extraordinary defense precau-
tlons were bheing taken hy the
Egyptians, Allles of the British by
treaty,

The Egyplian coastal defense
artillery was just completing a
practice canmonade as the last
units of the war flect moved into
the harbor. .

The Suez Canal, Britain’s “life-
line” to her Far Eastern empire,
and the supply line to Allled Near
Eastern forces should Italy block
the Mediterranean, was heing
swept continuously lest an enemy
plant mines there,

Governmental orders canceled
ordinary visas, ‘and persons en-
tering or leaving the country now
must get special permission, All
civillans were called upon to de-
clare any firearms, explosives or
poison gas in thelr possession.
Egypt has a large Italian colony.

Alexandrians  casually read
newspaper announcements of the
first  complete antialr rald
blackout in Egypt's history which
will last for' a week starting to-
aYs

RAIDS—Here are two of the three destroyers which tl

' 3

n

B

he Al-
lies admit have been sunk by the Germans., At the top is H, M. S, Afridi, 1,870 tons, of
the Tribal Class, She is largest and most heavily armed destroyer ever built for the
Royal Navy. Below is the 2,436-ton French desiroyer Bison which-had a speed of 41
knots and also was armed heavily, Her nomal complement is 209 men,

German Overland Expedition
Drives Northward in Norway
To Relieve Narvik Garrison

BERLIN, (P)-—A German over-
land expedition drjving north-
ward through Norway under the
joint direction of Hitler strategy
and expert army planning yester-
day was reported at the outskirts
of Mo, the halfway point along its
300-mile route from Namsos to
Narvik,

The drive had the triple objec-
tive of:

Relieving the German garrison
in the Arctic ore port of Narvik
from attacking British, French
and Norweglan forces,
Mopping up, en route, the Allied
detachments which, left be-
hind in last week's embarkation
at Namsos, also are believed to
be trying to reach Narvik.

Establishing a powerful air base
al Bodo, only 110 miles air-
line from Narvik, for the hard-
hitting “Stukas” (“Sturlkampfa
bom)bers" or “dive hattle homh-
ers’),

Soon after it wasg announced
that Hitler had ordered the over-
land drive of over 300 miles from
Namsos througls the wilds of
Northern Norway to Narvik, mili-
tary experts sald the most im-
mediate of the three Nazi goals

would be to establish the air hase
at Bodo,

From this site, the “Stukas”
would be able to make round trips
to Narvik in an hour, to blast at
the British and French positions
and harrass the Ailled sea forces
which now are attempting to
crowd the Germans oul of this
vital terminus of the rafl line
running east to the rich Swedish
ore mines,

German troops already are re-
ported to he within perhaps half a
dozen miles of Mo, northern end
both of the rail linc coming up
from Central and Soutbern Nor-
way and of the improved highway,
(In Stockholm, it was reported the
Nazls had landed parachute troops
at Mo,

Ahead of the advancing Ger-
man forces, scouting planes re-
ported they have located the
French and British units which
are moving north in the same di-
rection and contact hetween the
two was expected hourly,

Mo is approximately 65 miles
south of Bodo, and to get to Bodo
the Nazi troops must march over

Continued on Page 2, Column 2

German Press Headlines

East War Plotted by Phone

BERLIN, (TUESDAY) (/)—The
German press asserted today that
plans for Allied military action in
the Balkans this month had heen

disclosed by iInterception of a
telephone conversation helween
the French Premier Reynaud and
ﬁitish Prime Ministerr Chamber-
ain,

Under large, front page head-
Iines, the Berlin Zwoelfuhrblatt
carried excerpts from the alleged
conversation in which Reynaud
was quoted as saying that General
Maxime Weygand, Allled com-
mander in the near East, had
promised to be ready for “ordered
action" by May 15,

(How the alieged telephone con-
versation, which was sald to have
occurred April 30, was intercepted
was not disclosed immediately.)

The paper sald Reynaud ad-
vised Chamberlain that he should
not teke the May 15 date loo
literally,

Chamberlain was quoted as re-
plying, “in an obviously depressed
tone” that the preparations “down
there seem to be taking more time
than are necegsary.”

Reynaud was sald to have
answered that there were “many
difficulties to be overcome,” es-
pecfally in connection with the
Turks, “who are dally making
higher demands.”
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Mrs, Knowles to Entertain for Judges

Norway Case
Will Be Aired
By Churchill

LONDON, (M--Prime Minister
Neville  Chamberlain, who has
puided Tvitem from Munich to
Namsos, lined up his forces last
night for the fight of his poitical

Jife in Parliament while the Allles

reported the loss of three destroy=
ers in the Norwegian campaign,
the fatlure of which thus far has
placed Chamberlain's government
in jeopardy.

The elderly statesman will open
two days of full dress debaie in
the House of Commons today with
a lengthy statement on the Nor-
wegian affair, He will defend and
explain Britain's military selback
in an attempt to stave off a criti-
cal offensive bent on breaking the
premier and his ministry.

To counter opposition demands
for a new government, some of
which include the naming of Lord
Halifax, foreign seeretary, in place
of Chamberlain, the prime min-
{ster is expeeted to announce
greater power for stocky Winston
Churchill, first lord of the ad=
miralty.

Churehill Curbed

A month ago, Churchill was
named chairman of a minisferial
commitice on military co-ordina-
tion, but since then Chamberlain
has Jet it he known he himself
slill was in control.

Veleran political observers
weighing the case for the deter
mined opposition against the gove
crnment's voling power and de=
bating strength expressed the be-
lief {he Conservative govermment
would ride out the storm but
would he faced with an aroused
and fighting opposition on every
future measure,

To Churchill, first lord of the
admiralty, will go the sad duly
of telling the House of the loss
of the 1,870-lon destroyer Afridi,
which was bombed and sunk last
week  while she was protecting
troopships leaving Namsos, Nor-
way, The Afridi normally carried
219 men and there was no word
as to how many were saved, if any.

Polish Ship Sunk

Coincident avith this destruction,
the Polish naval staft in London
announced the loss of the Polish
destroyer Grom hy bomb off Nor=-
way, with one officer and 65 men
believed lost.

In Paris, the French admiralty
admitted the sinking of the hig
2,436-ton French destroyer Bison
by a German air attack on May 3
while escorting troops off Nor«
way. Most of her crew, which nor-
mally would be 209 men, was
saved.

All three desiroyers were sunk
while fighting off Germsan airmen
trying to get at troop transports,
The troopships themselves escaped
unscathed, it was reported.

The sinking of the Afridi was
Britaln's forty-seventh acknowle
edged naval loss of the war. She
was the eleventh destroyer sent to
the bottom sinee the war began,
and the fifth since the start of
the Norwegian campaign,

Was Assisting Troops

The Afridi was sunk while con-
voying troops from Namsos, Nor-
way. She was commanded by Cap-
tain P, 1. Vian, who nreviously
commanded the destroyer Cossack
when that warship invaded a Nor-
wegian fjord on February 17 and
rescued British captives from the
German ship Altmark, The Cos-
sack was reported hy the Germans
to have been hit and set afire by
shells in the second naval battle

‘of Narvik April 13, The Afridf was

& new destroyer, completed in
May, 1938, at a cost of £450,000
(ahout $1,800,000 at the then cur-
rent rate of exchange). The ship
was fitted as a squadron leader,
although not classed as such.

Her avmament included clght
4.7-inch guns, seven of smaller
caliber and four 21-inch torpedo
{ubes.

Planes Routed

The Grom, 2,144 tons, was com-~
pleted i3 1937 in a British ship~
yard and had heen co-operating
with the British in the Norwegian
operations. She carried a crew of
ahout 200. The Poles announced
they had accepted an offer by the
British government to replace the
Grom by a destroyer now being
built,

Naval sources explained that the
heavy barrage of antiaircraft fire
put up by the warships kept the
bombers away from the troopers.
Destroyers are more vulnerable to
alr attack than cruisers and bate
tleships bhecause their decks are
not as heavily protected, it was
shid,

The admiralty also said that
three British trawlers, the Penn,
Hercules and Lenoara, each carrys
ing nine men, were overdue and
had heen given up as lost,

Bursts of machine-gun fire and
a number of explosions off the
southeast coast of England during

14-16
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