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P INVERTED T-WALL
manent flood protection in North side of the river
1945. The idea was quickly River —»
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jections over its height and
an inability to justify the
then-$4.1 million cost.
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In April 1992, a section of the Richmond

floodwall was under construction
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east of the Mayo Bridge.

FUNDING THE WALL

The $143 million floodwall was built
through a 1986 cost-sharing agreement

A team organizing the RVA
Street Art Festival stood
in front of the Richmond

floodwall in Manchester in

November 2014.
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4,277 FEET

Length of the floodwall on the
north side of the James River

13,046 reET

Length of the floodwall on the
south side of the James River

750 AcrEs

On the north side of the floodwall,
150 acres of land is protected in
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In August 1969, the remnants of Hur- leader Dale Wiley saw first- 95 meet.at the 66,000
ricane Camille dumped at least 27 BIN WALL hand_ ho_w roodwat_ers from same height
inches of rain in Nelson County. The South side of the river (b:am'”e |mpi|ctEd Richmond 35 the wall and CUBICFEET
landslides and floods killed 153 people . USINESSEs. Fié became a major 0 not require @ i :
upstream from Richmond. BiIIiopns gc Impelrwous Top fill proponent of building the floodwall. gate. Reinforced steel
gallons of water ran off into the James ¢ aw/ 1,050
River and swelled into a major flood ' = i a TONS
through Richmond. Thought to be a | o T i -
once-in-a-lifetime disaster for the —
city, Richmond set to restoring the ! . EARLY Steel piles:
inundated areas. In June 1972, Tropical Earth fill IDEA
Storm Agnes triggered an even bigger 555000
flood, surpassing Camille’slevelsby | ciiiiiiiii i A map from LINEAR
several feet and causing even greater the Richmond FEET
damage. Agnes galvanized the Central EARTHEN LEVEE Times-Dis-
Richmond Association to form a flood South side of the river I DatCQ in De-
protection committee, which first . cember 1945
met in July 1972. Months later, another Imp:lra\gous /Path p outlines the $143
significant flood struck in October. In N - original plans MILLION
the wake of the floods, some busi- NN Riprap i for Richmond’s
nesses could not or would not return Earth fill : < floodwall with Total cost of the
to Shockoe Bottom. SR = 2 i dark lines. floodwall project
WORST CASE RIVER LEVELS NEAR DOWNTOWN CLOSING THE WALL
The floodwall was designed “0 Estimates | City locks gague _ The James River hasn't experienced  Richmond’s floodwall withstood
to stand up to a 40-foot-high FLOOD STAGES: amajor flood since 1985, before the its first test from a pair of floods in
major flood with a 1-in-280 30 MAJOR floodwall's construction, but the 1996. Since then, levels have not hit
chance of happening in any B ] e . DG e barriers have proved useful. Some moderate flood stage at City Locks.
given year. On May 27,1771, 2 50 z underground gates are closed during  The floodwall does not protect from
after 12 days of rain, the James b S B =l minor floods, which happened this  flash floods. In 2004, an unprec-
River rose to 40 feet. The § spring. The prediction of a 23-foot edented deluge from the remnants
resulting “Great Flood” killed e =R R R | S I level at the upstream Westham of Tropical Storm Gaston inundated
150 people. The chart at right § gauge will cause city crews toclose  much of Shockoe Bottom. The di-
shows the water levels of 0 T all of the gates. The system is tested  saster spurred the city to improve
surges that hit at least 25 feet. 771 1870 1877 1889 | 1936 1937 1972 1985 and inspected annually. retention and drainage of rain runoff.
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