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Dear Abby: I have recently started
disclosing to close friends and fam-
ily that I am asexual (someonewho
experiences no sexual attraction to any
person). For themost part they have
been supportive, butmymother and
one ofmy friends are having trouble
accepting it. I have told them I do not
want children and that I am repulsed
by the thought of sexual intercourse,
butmymother acts like if I don’t have
children, I won’t be as welcome. She
even suggested that I couldmarry a gay
man, so sex wouldn’t be an issue. And
my friend continues to pressureme
into dating, saying I “just haven’t met
the right one yet.”

Abby, I have no clue how tomain-
tain contact with them, as they seem
unwilling to let my sexual identity be
my business.—ANACE IN AHOLE

Dear Ace:Your sexual identity
became their business theminute
you told them youwere asexual.he
problem is that your friend and your
mother do not understandwhat asexu-
ality is— andmany people don’t.

Please try not to be defensive be-
cause this is your chance to educate.
Answer their questions with patience
and kindness and do not let yourself
be bullied or emotionally blackmailed

into doing anything you are not com-
fortable with.

Dear Abby:Aftermy daughter
Jenna’s father tried to strangleme in a
drunken rage one night, I took her and
left. Years later, we are on good terms. I
have legal custody. He sends inancial
support and visits about once amonth.

Because we are not in touchwith his
extended family, I was surprised when
he toldme his sister wants Jenna to be
a lower girl in her destination wed-
ding. I’m not comfortable sending her
alone with her father because of his
history of alcohol abuse (which his sis-
ter is unaware of). I am not inancially
able to take hermyself.

Is there a solution I’m overlooking?
Am I callous for thinking she just wants
a cute child as an accessory to her
wedding party?—MOTHEROF THE
FLOWERGIRL

Dear Mother:Without knowing
your former partner’s sister, it would
be unfair ofme to guess her reason for
wanting your daughter in her wedding.
However, if your ex is still drinking, you
are absolutely right that Jenna should
not be traveling with him. Perhaps he
would be willing to pay for both of you
to be there.

Dear Abby

— Universal Uclick

Dear Abby: www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069
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Yesterday’s Answer

Thomas Joseph
ACROSS

1 Black Sea port
7 Litmus reddener
11 Like some lines
12 Trim
13 Hosted
14 Scheme
15 Set upon
17 Fit of pique

20 Clothing brand
23 Gardner of movies
24 Ill repute
26 Brynner of “The

King and I”
27 Wisdom bringer
28 Soup buy
29 Writer Ralph
31 Model buy
32 Dark fur
33 European capital
34 Buzz in space
37 Medicos
39 Wading birds
43 Singer Paul
44 Respectable
45 Prone to prying
46 Unwavering

DOWN
1 Keats poem
2 River blocker
3 PC key
4 Collection of papers
5 Looks upon
6 Includes
7 Rome’s — Way
8 Second auditions
9 401(k) kin

10 Home in the woods
16 John of Plymouth

17 Grant’s successor
18 Throat dangler
19 Contingency plans
21 Speedy messages
22 Slow tempo
24 Headquartered
25 In the past
30 “Ain’t that the truth!”
33 In reserve
35 Frees
36 “Yeah, right!”
37 Dapper fellow
38 Music’s Yoko
40 Isle surrounder
41 Cease

42 Pig’s place

DUSTIN STEVE KELLEY AND JEFF PARKER

JUDGE PARKER WOODY WILSON AND MIKE MANLEY

TAKE IT FROM THE TINKERSONS BILL BETTWY

HAGAR CHRIS BROWNE

FUNKY WINKERBEAN TOM BATIUK

NON SEQUITUR WILEY MILLER

REX MORGAN M.D. WOODY WILSON & TERRY BEATTY

MARK TRAIL JAMES ALLEN

MARMADUKE BRAD & PAUL ANDERSON

LOOSE PARTS DAVE BLAZEK PARDON MY PLANET VIC LEE

CURTIS RAY BILLINGSLEY

SPEED BUMP DAVE COVERLY BIZARRO DAN PIRARO


