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Vlrgmlan_s warned Q
to prepare for Irene
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Magmtude—5 8 earthquake shakes central Virglma

Few injuries and little
major structural
damage are reported

BY MICHAEL MARTZ
AND JOE MACENKA
- Richmond Times-Dispatch

"One, of the most powerful
earthquakes in Virginia history
rippled from its epicenter in
Louisa County throughout the
eastern United States but in-
jured few people and caused
little major structural damage.

The 15-second tremor mea-
sured 5.8 on the Richter scale
Tuesday at 1:51 p.m., prompting
buildings to empty, cellphone
service to go silent and two
nuclear reactors near the center
of the quake to shut down with-
out damage.

Six students and at least one
staff member at Louisa County
High School were injured in the
quake, but, only one was hospi-
talized.

“The very good news is that
the damage and the injuries that
have been reported are” very,
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Tuesday afternoon. ALEXA WELCH EDLUND/TIMES-DISPATCH

In downtown Richmond, School Board member Brian Huffman walks the halls surveying the damage to Louisa County High School after the quake in Mineral. A
three elderly residents of Fay teacher and several students suffered minor Injuries as ceiling tiles, lights and bookshelves fell.
Towers, a high-rise apartment :

building were hospitalized for ' ready-to say something, and all the damage is assessed.
rnedica% conditions%nd a dozen In Louisa, “.’aHS arc  ofa sudden, you hear this rum- ~. Damage assessment Homes and other structures
more examined at the scene Cracked, chlmneys , ble,” Pettit recalled shortly after Watch an interview with the throughout the county suf-
after they were evacuated, but toppled schools shut the tremor. “When it continued Louisa school fered major damage. Two
no one was injured. The 200 ? and turned into a deep rum- superintendent assessing damage. homes collapsed, one of
residents were allowed to return BY WESLEY P, HESTER bling, I just didn't know. I TimesDispatch.com, search: video.  which was abandoned, and
to their apartments last night. Richmond Times-Dispatch thought, ‘Is it abomb?’” the town halls in Mineral and
A local emergency was de- The magnitude-5.8 earth- was taken to University of Louisa suffered partial roof
clared in Louisa, where the MINERAL — Deborah Pettit, quake cracked the school's Virginia Medical Center for collapses. No significant in-
quake began almost 5 miles the superintendent of schools walls, brought down ceiling treatment; nurses treated the juries were reported in the
from the town of Mineral, and here at the epicenter of Tues- tiles and lights and toppled others at the scene. county.
where property damage was day’s earthquake, was visitinga bookshelves, one falling ona  Because of the damage A historic federal-style plan-
most pronounced. Spanish class at Louisa County teacher. That teacher and there and at the nearby mid- tation home built in 1819
“That was quite a jolt,” said H_igh School whenithjit. ~ about six students suffered dle school, all Louisa County known as Cuckoo was badly
QUAKE, Page A6 The teacher was getting minorinjuries, Pettit said. One classes are canceled today as LOVISA , Page A7
Virginia jolt
The 5.8-magnitude earthquake at ‘ & 5 automatic shutdown of the turbine generator, -
1:51 p.m. Tuesday was centered In Nuclear reactors at N(}I‘th .Anna which automatically causes the reactor to shut More inside
Loulsa County, 36 miles northwest plant shut down automatically  down.” | -
of Richmond. , Though the North Anna plant lost off-site lines across the count
, : .. — BY PETER BACQUE e Me: sid. the Blants £ .
,r LOUISA™.. e iy R 1 electric power, Norvelle said, the plant's four Page AS
COUNTY: "Ly "N ' Richmond Times-Dispatch backup diesel generators started as designed and S Tri—
C s (522 Eplcantar Dominion Virginia Power’s.two North Anna continued to run the reactors’ cooling systems. i de tsry apa(aj me? |
o - | nuclear reactors shut down automatically as a  After the plant's four emergency diesel genera- s ent dne:r 0:“'5"' v
b , ;..‘ .r / HANOVER ) result of Tuesday’s earthquake, according to the tors started, plant operators discovered that one Rk
v i COUNTE B company. of the engines had a coolant leak and shut that News of the quake was
The plant’s safety systems were operating nor- generator down, the company said. main toplc on the street.
mally, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission = The operators then started the plant's fifth ~ _PageA6
said in a statement. generator, which is used as a spare. The plant is _ ™ Strongest quake In four
“There was a loss of power from the switchyard required to have only three generators available decades hit Colorado on
) to the power station,” Dominion Virginia Power Monday. Page A7
JOHN G, OWNBY/TIMES-DISPATCH Spﬂkesman Jim Norvelle Sald “This led to an REACTORS, Page A6
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Every Tuesday' is Senior Citizen’s Day (with Kroger Plus Card).
seniors over 55 years of age receive a 5% discount.*

p - | {3 | ’
1- ¥ ‘LQ i I'{

boohacs 2 PRAMNACY o ophite exc luded

-

-
--.;_a-!

Y TR, il '-S0, WS, LU AP ST UL R JSTI SURRE R PR NV L JRPIPY (ORGP TR AT TR TP U O TP PSR T R R e |

© This entire service and/or content portions thereof are copyrighted by NewsBank and/or its content providers.



	Richmond Times Dispatch (published as Richmond Times-Dispatch) - August 24, 2011 - page 1

