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BY BILL GEROUX
TIMES-DISPATCH STAFF WRITER

n the night of June 5, 1944, Viola -
Parker took the radio to bed
again. She had been sleeping with
it for weeks. It was a heavy box of

polished wood, bulky and strange
to ciirl up w:th But it was convenient. She
no longer could sleep for more than a few
hours without waking up and switching it
on.

Viola kept the radio tuned to a statlon in

W Washmgton D.C., 200 miles from her par-

ents’ farm in Bedford The station had all
the national news and surely would an-
nounce when the Allied invasion of Europe
began.

Viola felt certain that her husband, Ear],
would be involved in the invasion. He had
spent two years training in England for just

* such an attack. Now everyone said the as-

sault was imminent, and Viola wanted to
know the moment it started.

She did not expect to hear anything spe-
cific about Earl on the radio, of course.
Even Earl's own letters weren't specific.
He wrote faithfully, about once a week, but
military censorship rules kept him from
writing about what he was doing, where he
was.

‘The soldiers in Earl’s unit liked to quote

Tomorrow, as many as 6,000 people, including many World
‘< War I veterans, will gather on a hilliop in Bedford to dedicate a
national memorial to D-Day, the Allied invasion of Normandy.
The small town of Bedford, midway between Roanoke and
Lynchburg, is an unlikely place for a “national” anything.

A MEDIA GENERAL NEWSPAPER

MEMORIAL DAY 2000

But Bedford and D-Day are uniquely connected by a tragedy.
Twenty-three Bedford men were killed 1n the invasion, most of them
within 15 desperate minutes of arriving at Omaha Beach.

The loss was especially stunning in close-knit Bedford, where ev-

eryone knew everyone.
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On July 17, 1944, 41 days after D-Day, the invasion came home to Bedjford.
It was the day the Western Union telegraph machine wouldn’t stop. . . .
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Paygo
funds’
proper? °

Discretionary use:
leads to questions

BY CARRIE JOHNSON
TIMES-DISPATCH STAFF WRITER
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Members of Richmond City Coun-
cil annually divide $1 million of tax-
payer money that they can spend
without a vote or comment from the
public.

Each City Council member is al-
lotted about $100,000 in discretion-
ary funds a year. That money —

originally intended for improvement
projects such as sidewalk repair and
tree ‘planting '
— IS now 44

used for ev- You Could
erything

from coffee fund a T@dl
cups. for con-

stituents to Old fashwned
catering o
s I political <
meetings.  machine wzth
- The fund y

is legal, and  this kind of
council -
members money.

say it's nec-

essary - to STEVE CALOS  .°
meet  the  Exgcumve DIRECTOR,--
ever-increas- CoMmON CAUSE

ing demands OF VIRGINIA

of their dis- -

tricts.  But

some government watchers aré
asking: Is it proper?

“You could fund a real old-fash:
ioned political machine with this
kind of money,” said Steve Calos,
executive director of Common
Cause of Virginia. “When I heard
about it, two words came to mind;
slush fund.”

For years, the City Council set

apoem about the restrictions: aside money in the capital budget for
» : improvements in each member's
4 ST usita g Wives and frientis visited six Bedford soldiers at Camp Blanding, Fla., in 1942, Standing, from left, are: Edith Bornstéin arid J.D. S;;gT{hE;l;iig‘;}}iﬁiﬁiﬂ oo e
]:s ‘;e;’:"}'fgz we;?e Clifton; Sherman Watson and his wife, Vivian; George Crouch and his wife, Beunis; John L. Wilkes and1r his wife, Bettie; and Earl for non-capital items, according to
. P g rg':: 0 icind Parker and his wife, Viola. In front are Elaine Coffey and Bedford T. Hoback. Most of the men wouldn't survive D-Day. the city auditor's office.
- ¥ :
Can’t say where we're going Viola had saved all of Earl’s letters and th gn iagl?s.'. t;‘ © gofl;nn%l i:}'%qted \ghat
- Don't b swhere wa'll lavid  re-read them often. She found them reas- ymon " pd}gsi ad ?6 $3 gk
: Couldn’t inform you suring but also unsettling in a way she did wvrﬁx e :H b Viola Nance, gg. yﬂ xibgll'] o B ¥ _“‘E.ﬁ'
. If met by @ band, not discuss with anyone. The letters’ — et the former Viola zeni Iggtl;fangs ity in meeling cib
vagueness had begun to make Earl seem i :&95’" mmd‘m Parker, slept That "then Citv M
So Earl wrote about movies he had seen ~ Vague. He seemed to be fading away. v '“5‘1‘3»1}'1% ‘, 4 ) "‘;‘Qf’:f’-‘"‘ 31&5’;?’51‘ T ',,..” SR PRl witha :-adio to RObE?t Cyeﬁgbb Seel:lt algtter a:;agf
. around camp, “somewhere in England.” He Viola was constrained in what she could W‘J‘r St '“"ﬁ'*»‘u re DS A G EREY S : d of lishing the guidelines, which the
wrote that he had visited Scotland while on  write, too. The government’s Office of War f‘ nﬁ 2 r* : %‘qggf o TR %,{;e.;ﬁ;ag.ﬁﬁ_:,frjx?ﬁ : ORF Wora.o council has refined slightly over the
leave and seen a castle, He closed every Information cautioned families on the home [t/ ‘t B j i & a ety -— the D-Day years.
letter by saying how much he missed Viola  front not to distract the men overseas with S I Faigl e i%afﬁ*f,fg,‘t.‘ﬁ'?afﬂ" invasion that . A city employee controls the
and their infant daughter, Danny. waords of doubt and deprivation. Home-front it tncludad hos funds, and council members must
Earl never had seen Danny. His Virginia  news was supposed to stress the positive if submit a request in writing to draw
National Guard unit had been rushed over-  at all possible: how healthy everyone was, husband, Earl from it. The city clerk's office keeps
seas while Viola was five months pregnant. ~ how busy, how diligently they were doing Parker. She a record of the expenditures and
Earl and Viola had picked the name Danny their part in the war effort. died In 1996. makes it available to the public.

because they felt certain the baby would be
a boy. When a girl emerged instead, Viola
stuck with the name rather than change it
without consulting Earl,

4

Viola accepted the censorship as a ne-
cessity, Bedford, like many American com-

PLEASE SEE BEDFORD, PAGEAS )

Under the guidelines, acceptable
uses for the paygo funds include
sidewalks, curb and gutter repairs,

PLEASE SEE FUNDS, PAGE A12»

Summer interns call their own shots

Competition for top students is fierce

BY RUTH S. INTRESS
TIMES-DISPATCH STAFF WRITER

The biggest hurdle of Jeff Dunn'’s
summer ob hunt is over: He finally
decided wh:ch offer to take.

Four companies pursued him: a
California Internet group, two New
York investment banks and a Silicon
Valley venture capital firm. J.P. Mor-
gan, the venerable financial behe-
moth, even flew him to New York
for a day of schmoozing with execu-
tives and dining on Wall Street be-
fore chauffeunng him back to the
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airport in a company limousine.
All that for a 12-week internship.

Not bad for a guy just old enough
to legally drink and still a year away
from his college .

graduation.  Not WA novel Intem-
bad at all. But not ship program at
atypical, either, ~ Willlam and

With unemploy- Mary. Page Am.

ment rates at a

30-year low and employers hungry
for computer-savvy young workers,
companies across Virginia and the
United States are snatching up col-
lege students for summer intern-
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© This entire service and/or content portions thereof are copyrighted by NewsBank and/or its content providers.

ships in hopes of wooing them ulti-
mately to come back full time.

“They try to get you to choose
them over every- r———w—e
body else,” said
Dunn, a Universi-
ty of Virginia fi-
nance and man-
agement informa- |1
tion systems ma-
jor, “It's like the §
companies  are
selling  them-
selves more than
the kids are,”

The competi-
tion to hire students like Dunn 18
fierce. And no wonder, At 21, he has

Dunn

top grades, advanced computer pro-
gramming skills and a track record
managing $600,000 in actual money
at U.Va.’s McIntire School of Com-
merce.

Such credentials put him in line
for elite internships at top pay, about
$900 a week. Even students in non-
technical fields and those working

outside major metropolitan areas are
commanding at least double the min-
imum wage paid interns in decades
past.

So intent is Capital One on luring
top-notch students that it gives sum-
mer interns the same $1,000 signing

PLEASE SEE INTERNS, PAGE A10»
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BOB BROWN/TIMES-DISPATCH

Kelly Hiegel, 19, a VCU engineering/computer student, is working on Vir-
ginla Power's mainframe computer at the North Anna nuclear power plant.
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