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Dear Abby: About a year ago, I start-
ed a long-distance relationship with a 
widower. His wife died four years ago. 
He told me he slept on the couch a 
long time and got very little sleep after 
her death, because he couldn’t stand 
sleeping alone. He has two dogs and 
had never allowed them on the bed. 
He finally decided to try sleeping in the 
bed with the dogs, and was then able 
to sleep. 

I have visited him several times, and 
he doesn’t want to sleep with me. We 
have discussed marriage. When I told 
him I want us to sleep together, he said 
he wants us to continue sleeping in 
separate rooms/beds after we are mar-
ried. I don’t want that. We have a great 
relationship except for this. 

Am I being unreasonable? — GO-
ING TO THE DOGS

Dear Going: Could it be that he 
doesn’t want another woman sleep-
ing in the bed he shared with his late 
wife? Ask him that question. If that’s 
his problem, buying a new bed would 
solve it. However, if it isn’t and being 
forced to sleep separately would feel 
personally demeaning, then this isn’t 
the man for you.

Dear Abby: I have two beautiful 
adult daughters. The older one is who 

I’m having issues with. She treats me 
like someone she wishes she didn’t 
know. She and her husband plan vaca-
tions with his family and never think of 
including me. When I asked her why, 
her response was, “Mom, you’re always 
broke and you embarrass me.” I’m on 
disability and yes I’m loud, but that’s 
because I’m hard of hearing. 

I love my daughter with all my heart, 
and it kills me how she treats me. She 
lives on the West Coast, while I live in 
South Carolina. I can’t even get her to 
come visit me. She and her husband 
prefer visiting his family, who live on 
the Northeast coast. I don’t know what 
to do. Please help. — HEARTBROKEN 
DOWN SOUTH

Dear Heartbroken: Your older 
daughter not only lacks compassion, 
but her values are seriously out of 
whack. That she would blame you for 
having limited finances or being hard 
of hearing is shameful. According to 
the NIH, 15% of adults over the age 
of 18 have some hearing trouble. So, 
concentrate on the child who loves and 
treats you well, because the daughter 
about whom you have written isn’t 
likely to change. You will have a hap-
pier life if you accept that fact.
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across
 1 sweeping story
 5 endure
 9 ship staffs
 11 is heedful
 13 Quartet doubled
 14 stylishly quaint
 15 cereal grain
 16 soviet symbol
 18 election year event
 20 acct. addition
 21 studio sign
 22 Picnic invaders
 23 Belly
 24 costume part
 25 asian language
 27 lot choice
 29 Galley tool
 30 explain to death
 32 was behind
 34 whopper
 35 tea party guest
 36 Make blank
 38 Places last
 39 tore down
 40 ties the knot
 41 clutter

down
 1 reporter’s hope
 2 five-time derby 

winner
 3 Good worker’s dream
 4 really impress
 5 “My stars!”
 6 fivers
 7 doing what 

arsonists do

 8 autocrat
 10 narrow passage
 12 classes
 17 Go astray
 19 haleakala setting
 22 opera set in egypt
 24 Metal worker
 25 complete
 26 screen siren Jean
 27 spot
 28 sounds
 30 sanctify
 31 Marsh growths
 33 like some tea
 37 flock father
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