RICHLAND COUNTY HOUSING
NEED ASSESSMENT AND
ACTION PLAN
January - October 2022

PURPOSE

HOUSING

Housing is important to families. It fulfills a basic
human need for shelter. Decent, affordable housing
increases financial stability, educational attainment,
and wellbeing. Adequate housing can also facilitate
labor mobility and helps grow economies.
Richland County, Ohio, and its many cities and villages
are on a path of revitalization thanks to the leadership,
creative partnerships, and new investment. The County
was one of the few rural counties in Ohio to experience

“As we compete in a global
market to attract and
retain businesses and
talent to Richland County,
it is crucial to have a
variety of housing options
available for our
workforce.”
- Jodie Perry, CEO & President,
Richland Area Chamber and
Economic Development

modest growth in population in the 2020 Census.
As conditions improve, there is a need for the
communities to be strategic in efforts to return to a
robust and flourishing housing market that meets the
needs of the community. This action plan will allow for
a shared vision and strategy to improve access to
housing.

"Attainable housing is the
foundation of stability for
individuals, for families
and for our community."
- Steve Andrews, Executive
Director , Mansfield Metropolitan
Housing Authority

SCOPE OF SERVICES
Create a housing strategy for the County.
The purpose of this housing study is to analyze the housing stock and housing market
in Richland County, inventory existing housing resources, identify gaps in the local
housing market, identify trends that may affect the housing market over time, and
develop strategies to address the current and future needs of the community with the
overall goal of ensuring that housing opportunities are provided for households of all
types, ages, and income levels.

“As a leader in the aging network, I have seen first hand the impact on seniors and
caregivers due to the lack of affordable and appropriate housing when they want
to remain in our community. "
- Duana Patton, CEO, Area Agency on Aging

The study will help Richland County agencies, housing providers, housing developers,
nonprofit organizations, and municipalities update intervention strategies, including land
use and zoning decisions, and encourage housing development projects that meet both
market demand and community priorities. The study should help guide decisions related to
the allocation of public funds and other resources.
The Consultant will take a comprehensive county-wide approach and help identify up to
six (6) municipalities and geographic areas in the county that will serve as ‘nodes’ for this
project. A Housing Development Steering Committee will work closely with the
stakeholders and selected consultant.
The study will address:
Demographics - Need for Housing Types - Coordination with Services - Rental Housing - Housing
Insecurity - Aging Housing Stock - New Housing Development - Housing Programs - Action Plan

For additional information contact: Jotika Shetty, Executive Director, Richland County Regional Planning
Commission - jshetty@rcrpc.com or 419 774 5684

