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ABOVE and BELOW: Solar panels cover the roof of John S. Clarke Elementary Center in Pottsville. The school district has saved more
than $108,000 in electric costs since the panels were installed in August 2020.

GENERATING SAVINGS
Pottsville Area
sees $108K return
from solar panels
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POTTSVILLE — The Pottsville Area School
District has saved more than $100,000 through
the solar panels installed on its buildings.
Business Manager Stacy Stair updated the
board and the public about the panels at
Wednesday’s board meeting. She said from the
time the solar panels were activated in November 2020 to Aug. 31, the district saved $108,869 in
electric costs, adding the change in supplier
allowed the district to save money using off-peak
cost savings. In addition, Stair said, the panels
generate power during peak hours of the day.
The 3,200 panels were installed over the summer by Harrisburg-based GreenWorks Development LLC and Solar Renewable Energy of
Mechanicsburg.
In January, the board approved a three-year
agreement with AEP Energy Inc. as a supplier,
which GreenWorks CEO Doug Neidich explained
at the time would help the district save about
$19,210 per year at 5 cents a kilowatt hour.
The district additionally received $20,521 in
revenue from the sale of 702 solar renewable
energy credits, or SRECs, generated from

DONALDSON — A member of the Donaldson Fire
Company was seriously
injured when struck by a
vehicle Tuesday afternoon at
the scene of an accident in
Frailey Twp.
Patrick Kimmel, fire
company captain, posted a
message on social media
stating that firefighters
from Frailey, Porter Twp.
and Tremont Borough
responded to a motor vehicle accident with serious
injuries. While there, a fire
police officer was struck by
a car that then fled the
scene, he said. The incident occurred around
5:40 p.m. at East Franklin
Road and West Philadelphia Street, close to the
original crash.

BY PETER E. BORTNER
STAFF WRITER

November 2020 to May 31.
In addition, the district paid $140,249 to Pottsville School District Solar Partners LLC for the
monthly lease agreement through Aug. 31 and
received $2,824 in revenue from PPL for excess
energy generated from November 2020 through
May 31. Stair said the time frame for generating
solar power stored as excess energy runs from
June to May 31 and the district generated
enough to amass a credit of $2,800, which the
district received in June.
She said the revenue generated from the panels will cover June, July and August.

The district made its first monthly payment
of $15,583.33 in December to Solar Renewable,
which it is leasing the panels for $2,639,000.
Once the lease is up, officials plan to seek a
30-year bond to buy the system, with the cash
flow expected to increase because the loan payment will be lower than the lease payment.
Pottsville Area will spend an estimated $4.3
million on the panels over their 40-year lifespan,
but stands to net at least the $2.8 million on top
of that based on current SREC prices.
Contact the writer: clee@republicanherald.com;
570-628-6028; @Cleespot on Twitter

POTTSVILLE —
Schuylkill County officials
kept silent Wednesday on
whether they agreed to mediation of claims before a federal regulatory agency that
Commissioner George F. Halcovage Jr. sexually harassed
female employees at the
courthouse.
They declined even to discuss whether the county had
agreed to conciliation, or
informal attempts to remedy
the allegations.
Please see MUM, Page A10

Social Security checks to get big boost
Increase ‘crucial’ to keep up with rising costs for goods, services
BY RICARDO
ALONSO-ZALDIVAR AND
CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Millions
of retirees on Social Security
will get a 5.9% boost in benefits for 2022. The biggest costof-living adjustment in 39
years follows a burst in inflation as the economy struggles
to shake off the drag of the
coronavirus pandemic.
The COLA, as it’s commonly called, amounts to an added
$92 a month for the average
retired worker, according to
estimates Wednesday from
the Social Security Administration. It’s an abrupt break
from a long lull in inflation
that saw cost-of-living adjustments averaging just 1.65% a
year over the past 10 years.
With the increase, the estimated average Social Security payment for a retired
worker will be $1,657 a

The how and why of Social Security
Social Security is financed by payroll taxes collected from workers and
their employers. Each pays 6.2% on
wages up to a cap, which is adjusted
each year for inflation. Next year the
maximum amount of earnings subject
to Social Security payroll taxes will increase to $147,000.
FRANKLIN D.
The financing scheme dates to the
ROOSEVELT
1930s, the brainchild of President
Franklin D. Roosevelt, who believed
a payroll tax would foster among average Americans
a sense of ownership that would protect the program
from political interference.
month next year. A typical
couple’s benefits would rise
by $154 to $2,753 per month.
But that’s just to help
make up for rising costs that
recipients are already paying
for food, gasoline and other
goods and services.
“It goes pretty quickly,”
retiree Cliff Rumsey said of
the cost-of-living increases.
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After a career in sales for a
leading steel manufacturer,
Rumsey lives near Hilton
Head Island, South Carolina.
He cares at home for his wife
of nearly 60 years, Judy, who
has advanced Alzheimer’s
disease. Since the coronavirus pandemic, Rumsey said
he has also noted price
increases for wages paid to
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caregivers who occasionally
spell him and for personal
care products for Judy.
The COLA affects household budgets for about 1 in 5
Americans. That includes
Social Security recipients,
disabled veterans and federal retirees, nearly 70 million
people in all. For baby boomers who embarked on retirement within the past 15
years, it will be the biggest
increase they’ve seen.
Among them is Kitty Ruderman, of Queens in New York
City, who retired from a career
as an executive assistant and
has been collecting Social
Security for about 10 years.
“We wait to hear every year
what the increase is going to
be, and every year it’s been so
insignificant,” she said. “This
year, thank goodness, it will
make a difference.”

Boost your IQ on AFib
Atrial Fibrillation
Virtual Info Session

Sergio Cossu, MD
Oct. 21 at 6 p.m.
Register at LVHN.org/events
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