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Wolf vetoes permitless-gun legislation
BY MARC LEVY
ASSOCIATED PRESS

HARRISBURG — Gov. Tom Wolf
followed through on his veto threat
Thursday, rejecting Republicanpenned legislation to allow people
to carry a firearm openly or concealed, without a permit, adding to
his total for Pennsylvania’s chief
executive with the most vetoes in
more than four decades.

Wolf, a Democrat, called the bill
“dangerous.”
Wolf’s veto comes
amid a tide of deadly gun violence in
Philadelphia, the
TOM WOLF state’s largest city,
and political finger-pointing over
blame.
Wolf has said it is a top priority

to address what he says is a gun
violence crisis affecting largely
minority communities, but the
Republican-controlled Legislature
has rejected nearly all his proposals.
The bill he vetoed Thursday
would have removed the requirement that gun owners get a permit
to carry a gun that is concealed,
such as under clothing or in their

vehicle’s glove box. It also would
have wiped out a law, applying only
to Philadelphia, that requires gun
owners to get a permit to openly
carry a firearm in the city.
Pennsylvanians otherwise are
generally allowed to openly carry
loaded firearms.
According to online state
records, Wolf has penned his 52nd
veto with 13 months left in his sec-

ond term, more than any other governor since Milton Shapp, who left
office in 1979. Wolf has passed
Democrat Robert P. Casey, who
compiled 50 vetoes.
The Legislature — controlled by
Republicans since Wolf took office
in 2015 — has never overridden a
Wolf veto, with Democrats
Please see VETO, Page A7

COVID-19

TRASH NEAR TRAIL

Biden pushes
booster shots
Vaccinations
the key to his
omicron plan
BY ZEKE MILLER
AND ALEXANDRA JAFFE
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Trash fills parking spots Wednesday at a lot along Route 61 in Port Clinton. The lot, which is on a 3-acre site
owned by the federal government, offers parking spots for people accessing the nearby Appalachian Trail.

Dumped garbage littering
parking lot in Port Clinton
Cleanup responsibility
unclear; feds own site
BY PETER E. BORTNER
STAFF WRITER

has 10 spaces, three are not
usable because of the trash
PORT CLINTON —
accumulated in them, and
There’s a teddy bear for
no one appears to want to
grandson Timmy! There’s
take responsibility for the
a jacket for uncle Fred!
lot’s condition.
There’s a bag for aunt
“It’s filled with garbage
Rachel!
bags,” said Darlene DolOnly, they’re not in any
zani, executive director of
store. And they’re definite- Schuylkill Keep It Pretty,
ly not in any condition to
which conducts semi-annugive to anyone in your fami- al cleanups around the
ly.
county. “Everybody can
Instead, they, and plenty open their windows and
of other useless items, are
throw things.”
littering the ground in a
However, SKIP never has
parking lot along Route 61
included the parking lot in
that is an access point for
one of its periodic cleanone of the country’s scenic ups, according to Dolzani.
treasures, the Appalachian
“I don’t think they’ve
Trail.
ever gone that far,” she
Although the parking lot said.

The debris in the parking lot includes bagged trash.
John Bogish, secretarytreasurer for West Brunswick Twp., said that while
the parking lot is close to
the township border, it is in
Port Clinton Borough.
He said that he had
noticed the situation, but
believed it was a problem
for PennDOT.

“Usually, the state takes
care of it when it’s on a
state highway,” Bogish
said.
However, that is not the
case, said Sean Brown, a
spokesman for PennDOT
Engineering District 5,
Please see TRASH, Page A7

Ex-official’s testimony links money
to gaps in achievement by students
Pennsylvania has wide achievement
gaps between students that are directly
linked to school funding, a former top
state education official testified Tuesday during a historic trial over how the
state pays for public schools.
Matthew Stem, who until June

served as Pennsylvania’s deputy secretary of K-12 education, said the department considered the lack of resources
a “fundamental root cause” of disparities in academic performance between
students. And without additional funding, he said, “it’s very, very unlikely
that Pennsylvania will be able to close
the achievement gaps we’ve seen for
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President
Joe
Biden
speaks about the COVID19
variant
omicron
Thursday during a visit to
the National Institutes of
Health in Bethesda, Md.
the weeks ahead this winter,
so we need to be ready,”
Biden said during a visit to
the National Institutes of
Health in suburban Maryland after a briefing with scientific advisers.
He said his new strategy
“doesn’t include shutdowns
and lockdowns,” and he
hoped for bipartisan backing.
“My plan I’m announcing
today pulls no punches in the
fight against COVID-19, and
it’s a plan that I think should
unite us,” Biden said.
Legal challenges have held
Please see COVID-19, Page A7

Holiday shoppers
navigate shortages

EDUCATION FUNDING TRIAL

BY MADDIE HANNA
THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

BETHESDA, Md. — With
rising numbers of COVID-19
cases predicted this winter,
President Joe Biden on
Thursday appealed for
Americans to get their boosters and get behind his plan
to tackle the new omicron
variant through wider availability of vaccines and shots,
but without new major
restrictions on daily life.
Biden wants to require
private insurers to cover the
cost of at-home COVID-19
tests and he is tightening
testing requirements for people entering the United
States, regardless of their
vaccination status.
While some other countries are closing their borders or reinstituting lockdowns, the president said he
would not at this time
impose additional clampdowns beyond his recommendation that Americans
wear masks indoors in public settings.
“Experts say the COVID-19
cases will continue to rise in
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decades, particularly for schools with
high percentages of students in poverty.”
His testimony came during the second week of trial in the lawsuit
brought by six school districts, including Panther Valley and Shenandoah
Please see FUNDING, Page A10
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BY ANNE D'INNOCENZIO
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Like many
shoppers, Kathleen Webber
understands the struggles of
getting the right gifts for her
three children this holiday
shopping season amid widespread shortages.
She promised to buy her
23-year-old son the Sony
PlayStation 5, but she hasn’t
been able to get her hands on
the popular game console. So
now Webber says she may
have to get him the next best
thing — a used smartphone.
“I just don’t know where
to get one,” the Yardley,
Pennsylvania, woman said
of the PS5. “It’s like the Tickle Me Elmos” from 1996.
The holidays have always
been defined by disappointing out-of-stock messages on
the most popular items. But
the pandemic-induced supply chain snarls have created
unprecedented shortages
across all types of products,
from the chips that go into
gaming consoles to more
mundane items like ties and
pajamas.
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Many shoppers likely will
turn to gift cards as
Christmas presents if they
can’t find something or
don’t like what they do find.
That has many customers
buying early as shortfalls are
only expected to worsen as
the holiday season moves
into the final stretch.
Some shoppers like Danny
Groner aren’t being choosy.
When Groner realized he
needed a new tie for a wedding in early December, he
found the perfect answer on
Amazon: a $7.99 skinny black
and white tie that he was
Please see SHOPPERS, Page A7

GOOD MORNING
Clair Scheffler, New Ringgold
Our valued subscriber

