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QUICK
READS

Number to know
$28,880.47. That is the
amount raised by Red
Wing Mississippi Shuffle
participants during their fight
for a cancer free world. Look
for a story in the weekend
print and e-editions.

GHOST TOWNS

ART

BY SARAH KNIEFF

Auctioning
art for
future
artists

Preserving history
one sign at a time

Quote to know

Reporter

“One of the main things that
makes this so difficult is that
it hasn’t been updated for
students with disabilities,
for adults with disabilities.
And yes, we’d love to keep
it open, but we can’t say
everyone can come in except
for you, and you and you”
— Holly Tauer, Red Wing
School District School Board
member, talking about the
challenges of deciding what
to do with Jefferson School.

Ghost towns.
The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines them as “a
once-flourishing town wholly
or nearly deserted usually as
a result of the exhaustion of
some natural resource.”
Even though the towns may
have been deserted and aren’t
as significant as they once were,
they leave lasting memories.
For many years now, the
Goodhue County Historical
Society has been placing signs
at the more than 60 sites in
the area to commemorate local
ghost towns.
Most of the historical signs
are where a post office was
once located since those used
to be the heart of any thriving
community.
According to the historical society, “Throughout the
years, sixty-five post offices have existed in Goodhue
County. Some have faded from
popular memory. Others are
still holding on as small communities. Whether or not the
railroad came through town
was sometimes the determining factor in the town’s survival. Rural free delivery closed
a number of post offices. Many
are still alive in memories,
stories, and photographs.”
To help preserve their memory, the Republican Eagle is
starting a series where we
highlight different ghost
towns in the county.
First we are starting with
towns in the center of the
county and will fan out to
cover more locations in articles to come.
All information below was
found using the Historic Places
of Goodhue County map prepared by the GIS office.

Need to know
The Red Wing community
is invited to attend a series
of three public meetings to
develop a plan to address
homelessness and housing
instability in Red Wing. The
meetings, hosted by the city
and the local United Way, will
be held in the Community
Development Building, 419
Bush Street. Attendees are
encouraged to commit to
attending all three meetings.
Meeting dates are:
4 6-7:30 p.m., Monday, Oct. 4
4 6-7:30 p.m., Monday, Nov. 1
4 6-7:30 p.m., Monday, Dec. 6
To learn more and to register
for the meetings, visit redwing.org.

Belle Creek
Location: County 8 Blvd. and
352nd St., Belle Creek Township
Type: Public and historic
History: “This site is a third

Good to know
The city of Red Wing says
on its website, “Minnesota
residents can currently apply
for a chance to receive up to
$300 in cost-share funding
for pollinator habitat in their
yard. Applications for funding
through the Lawns to Legumes
Program are open until
February 15, 2022. Recipients
will be selected in March.”
Lawns to Legumes is a
Minnesota Board of Water
and Soil Resources program.
To learn more about the
program and its workshops,
coaching and planting guides,
visit bwsr.state.mn.us/l2l.
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For more information
To get more information and
directions to any of the historical
ghost town signs, please call
the Goodhue County Historical
Society at 651-388-6024.
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Belle Creek sat along County 8 Blvd. and 352nd St., Belle Creek
Township.
Belle Creek ghost town in
Goodhue County and started
in 1901 as a commercial community, mainly a cooperative
creamery and cooperative
mercantile. The only landmark
that survived time is the old
roller skating rink.”

Black Oak
Location: 35000 Block 180th
Ave., Belle Creek Township
Type: Public and historic
History: “Black Oak consisted mainly of a general store to
serve the farming community.
The store was along an alternative route of the Red Wing

to Kenyon road and served as a
post office.”

Elmira/Goodhue
Centre
Location: 35000 Block County 4 Blvd., Goodhue Township
Type: Public and historic
History: “Elmira was one of
the first pioneer communities to develop, being on the
Red Wing to Zumbrota stage
road. Elmira was surveyed
and platted but became what
was known as a paper city, no
lots were sold. Elmira’s name
See History Page 3

ArtReach will hold its
third annual 10×10 Art
Auction in October.
Artists of varying ages
and backgrounds may
create an original work
on a 10-by-10-inch canvas supplied by ArtReach.
The artwork will go on
display at the center and
will be auctioned off in an
online auction beginning
on Saturday, Oct. 9, and
concluding on Saturday,
Oct. 16.
The proceeds will be
used for ArtReach Art
for All programs, which
provide low-cost visual
art-making opportunities for people of all ages
and abilities who may not
otherwise have access.
Here are the submission details:
4 Submissions must
be received by 4 p.m. on
Saturday, Oct. 2, 2021.
Late submissions may
be reserved for future
events at the discretion
of ArtReach.
4 All media are welcome. Your work may be
3-dimensional but must
still hang flat on the wall
and have no parts extending beyond the 10-inch
by 10-inch border.
4
Your work must
be original. Artists are
responsible for ensuring
that there are no copyright issues or other legal
issues attached to images used or the subjects of
their submission.
4
All submissions
must be suitable for all
audiences.
4
All submissions
should include a submission form including
your name as you wish
it to appear publicly, the
See ArtReach Page 3

COMMUNITY

Deja vu: What should be done with Jefferson School?

BY RACHEL FERGUS

Staff writer

RED WING— Once again
the Red Wing School Board
is debating what to do with
Jefferson School. Many of the
building’s complexities that
were discussed before the pandemic are still at the forefront
of the conversation.
On Monday, Sept. 27, the
district opened Jefferson for
community members to tour
it. When the tours were completed, the board and residents
discussed what should be done
with the building. Board Chair
Pam Roe opened the conversation with a short history of
the building and synopsis of the
discussion:
“Jefferson School was recommended for closure instead

of another elementary school
because Jefferson was intended to reopen for one year. It
is the smallest building in our
district, there’s no operational
kitchen, and it has the greatest short-term and long-term
maintenance needs, including
ADA compliance.”
Ultimately, the building is
currently too expensive for
the district to keep open and
running, especially with the
required updates. Figures discussed at the meeting included:
4
$30,000 to $45,000
annually for maintenance,
depending on winter conditions—the colder the winter,
the more it costs to keep the
building going.
4 $200,000 to $300,000 for
the additional staff that would
be required in the school.

4 $400,000 to $500,000 for
the installation of an elevator.
Built in 1916, the building is
not currently ADA compliant.
For example, there is not an
elevator, not all doors are wide
enough for wheelchairs and
ramps would need to be built
to allow access to the school.
Board member Holly Tauer
said of the school, “it hasn’t
been updated for students with
disabilities, for adults with disabilities. And yes, we’d love to
keep it open, but we can’t say
everyone can come in except
for you, and you, and you.”
The district was given a grace
period to update the school.
However, as soon as new construction begins on the building, everything will have to be
brought up to code.
A few community members

suggested the idea of partnering with the city and/or school
district to convert Jefferson
into a community center and
a place for youth to go when
school is not in session.
Mandy Arden is the executive
director of Youth Outreach. She
shared on Monday, “I think
our community is shouting at
us, they want a community
center or something.”
Currently the board is not
in a rush to make a final decision for the future of Jefferson. Superintendent Karsten
Anderson joined Monday’s
meeting virtually. He told the
board and present community members, “The one thing
that I want to stress is that I
don’t think we should make a
See Jefferson Page 3

Nice to know
The Second Annual Fall
Antique Festival is scheduled
for this coming weekend.
The festival is scheduled to
run from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on
Saturday, Oct. 2 and 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 3
at the Pottery Museum of
Red Wing. A food truck will
be available and artist Becca
Rock will be throwing on a
wheel on Sunday.
For more information and a
full schedule of events, visit
potterymuseumredwing.org.
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The empty halls and classrooms of Jefferson School.

