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Masks
could be
optional

A number to know
Zero. There essentially are
no exceptions to wearing a
face covering on a standard
public school bus. Most
people, including those with
disabilities, can tolerate and
safely wear a mask and are
required to wear one as per
CDC’s Order.

And other
things to know

Quote to know
“As governor, I will never
sign a bill that makes it
harder to vote. That is why
I just vetoed legislation.”
— Wis. Gov. Tony Evers,
announcing his action
Tuesday, seeing the bill
would have limited absentee
voting and made it hard for
minorities to vote.

BY SARAH KNIEFF

Reporter
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Rain did not stop people from enjoying River City Days. The Taste of Red Wing offered a chance to dry off.

RAIN or SHINE
River City Days is a success

Good to know
The Minnesota Department
of Health added some
COVID-19 vaccine
breakthrough data Tuesday
to its website, www.health.
state.mn.us. As of Aug. 10,
2021, the state has had
5,599 breakthrough cases
out of more than 2.9 million
people vaccinated.
COVID-19 vaccines
are effective, MDH
notes. However, a small
percentage of people who
are fully vaccinated will still
get COVID-19 if they are
exposed to the virus that
causes it. It is normal with
any vaccine to see a percent
of vaccinated people still
get sick. These are called
“vaccine breakthrough
cases.”

Staff writer

Red Wing was packed with people and activities
Aug. 6-8, 2021, to celebrate the River City Days.
Entertainment included a show of creatures
from the Reptile and Amphibian Discovery Zoo,
a parade through town, royalty, three-on-three
basketball, a dunk tank, live music and even
Spam burgers.
Saturday’s rain didn’t ruin the fun. People
donned rain jackets and ponchos, changed into
water proof shoes, and marched out into the
elements.
By the time the parade began weaving through
town on Sunday, umbrellas had been exchanged
for sunglasses.
See three royal moments on page 2.

Readers can reach Rachel Fergus at rfergus
@orourkemediagroup.com
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The Laser Lounge in Red Wing created a piece to
celebrate the return of River City Days after the
pandemic nixed the 202 celebration.
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Above: Puddle jumping was an impromptu activity during River City Days. Left: Everyone was a bit
wet due to rain Aug. 7, 2021, but that didn’t deter
people giving volunteers a dunking at Bay Point.
Money went to Kids Junction.

HANNAH COYLE
/ REPUBLICAN
EAGLE

Need to know
The U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, St. Paul District,
canceled its three open
houses that were planned
for the Motor Vessel
Mississippi due to increased
COVID-19 precautions.

4 Wabasha, Aug. 13.
4 Red Wing, Aug. 14.

A hearing was held to
discuss a draft of the district’s 2021-2022 reopening plan, which includes
mask requirements and
contact tracing.
The current draft does
not mandate face coverings in any district building and explains that all
students, staff and visitors can choose whether
to wear one. However, the
draft does state that masks
are required on buses.
Many members of the
community expressed their
displeasure with mask
wearing in any circumstance and some said they
will not make their children
wear one no matter what.
The Centers for Disease Control issued an
enforcement order in
January and updated it in
June that passengers and
drivers must wear a mask
on public transportation
— including school buses.
There are no exceptions.

Contact tracing

Chinese
Lion
Dancers
exit with
the crowd
at River City
Days.

4 La Crosse, Wisconsin,
Aug. 12.

Reopening plan

Masks

BY RACHEL FERGUS

A vaccine breakthrough
case of COVID-19 is when
a person tests positive 14
or more days after their
final dose of vaccine,
and the person has not
previously tested positive
for COVID-19.

The open houses canceled
onboard the M/V Mississippi
were:

The Ellsworth School
Board met Monday night
to discuss a reopening
plan draft and the seclusion and restraint 20202021 report.
Here is what you need
to know:

Superintendent Barry
Cain explained that contact tracing will not be for
anyone who was within three feet of someone with COVID-19 for
15 minutes or longer in
a 24-hour period. Families will be contacted if
their child was in close
range and then the family
can decide further action.
Quarantine will be up to
the families’ discretion.
Parents in attendance
were pleased with this
draft decision.
There will be a special
board meeting Aug.16 at
6 p.m. in the elementary school to finalize the
reopening plan. The public is encouraged to attend.

Seclusion and
restraint report
The district is required
to report their yearly
seclusion and restraint
incidents. Cain explained
See Masks Page 2

RED WING CITY COUNCIL

Racism declared public health emergency

Nice to know

‘Repair’ part of plan

The Wisconsin Department
of Veterans Affairs,
Wisconsin Department of
Workforce Development,
Wisconsin Department of
Tourism and the Wisconsin
Economic Development
Corporation have an
integrated marketing effort
to attract members of the
military nearing the end of
their service to Wisconsin.
Learn more about Hiring Our
Heroes at wedc.org.

BY RACHEL FERGUS

Staff writer
The Red Wing City Council
unanimously passed a resolution declaring racism a public
health emergency.
The push for this declaration
began in October 2020 when
a private citizen presented a
draft resolution. The Human
Rights Commission formed
a committee in November to
focus on this issue.
One of the common themes
in the discussion on this resolution was that it is not a perfect document and the process to get the resolution from
inception to passage was not

always smooth. However, the
city sees this as an important
step in addressing racism.
“It is a start of a conversation. You will have to continue
to hold us to account; that’s
the nature of things, we have
a lot of responsibilities. This is
one of them. This is a big one,”
Council member Evan Brown
said, adding, “My commitment
here is to continue to work forward and push forward, and
push in, lean in.”
The resolution states in part,
“whereas, racism in all its
forms causes persistent discrimination and disparate outcomes in many areas of life,
including housing, education,
See Racism Page 2

Action steps
Declaring racism a public health emergency means Red Wing will
strive to:
4 Build an active, anti-racist culture in the city
4 Implement a racial equity plan that will include mental health
care, drug treatment, and a focus on food deserts, housing, zoning,
hiring practices, youth opportunities, and other impacts included in
the Racial Equity Plan.
4 Work with Goodhue County, the state, Red Wing School District,
the Prairie Island Indian Community Tribal Council and other entities
to identify and implement initiatives that will have the most impact on
health disparities caused by racism
4 Set aside a dedicated fund of money for supporting racial equity
initiatives and collecting data
The full resolution can be found in the packet for Monday’s City
Council meeting.
Monday’s vote was 6-0. Council member Andy Klitzke was not in
attendance.

