Take a day trip
An itinerary for Osceola,
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to do. Page B1
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A number to know
$64,200,000. The Minnesota
Main Street COVID Relief
Grants will make available
$10,000 to $25,000 grants
to businesses that can
demonstrate financial
hardship as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic. A total
$64,200,000 is available.

And other
things to know

Quote to know
“We are grateful to have the
support of the Wisconsin
National Guard to provide
testing to our community.
Many communities have
recently requested this
help, so we will need to be
flexible in order to share
this resource with other
counties” — AZ Snyder,
Pierce County Health officer,
talking about changes to
local COVID-19 testing hours
due to a rise in demand in
Wisconsin.

Good to know
Beginning Wednesday,
Sept. 29, Goodhue County will
host a webinar from 9-10 a.m.
on Wednesdays to discuss
issues related to housing.
Scheduled conversations
include the local 2020 housing
study, alternative construction
options, tiny homes and
homelessness. The webinar
series is scheduled to run
for seven weeks and each
webinar is free to attend.
For more information and
access links for the series,
visit co.goodhue.mn.us.

BY SARAH KNIEFF

Reporter

The Goodhue County Board met Sept. 21 to
discuss the 2022 preliminary levy, a port security
grant and more.
Here is what you need
to know:

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Members of the group met during the summer for play dates at the park.

Roxane LaVone Bang
Lois Hotchkiss
Dr. Charles E. Newlin
Willard “Bill” Pederson
Robert Weir
Darlene Zimmerman

Board members agreed
upon a 2022 preliminary levy of $40,865,194
during a budget workshop Aug. 24.
Since then, County Administrator Scott
Arneson made the following updates:
4 Removed $91,923 in
funding for the legal secretary position.
4 Removed $100,887
in funding for a communications position.
4 Removed $100,000
in County Ditch 1 funding.
With the changes, the
reformed
preliminary
levy sits at $40,492,384
and has been approved by
the board.
The final levy — which
can be lower than, but not
higher than the preliminary — will be brought
to the board for approval
during December.

Building strong
RELATIONSHIPS
through faith
BY SARAH KNIEFF
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Preliminary
2022 budget

Reporter

Red Wing Mothers of Preschoolers have begun their
eighth season of building
relationships and supporting
each other. Alyssa Warner, a
group member of three years,
encourages any mom in the
area to join the community.
“MOPS has helped my
daughter and myself find a
community when we moved to
Red Wing,” Warner said. “We
have both found friends that
we know will be there for us
no matter what. It’s awesome
having a mom tribe.”
The Red Wing group is a
local chapter of Mothers of
Preschoolers International,
which started in 1973.
“MOPS encourages and
equips moms of young chil-

dren to realize their potential
as mothers, women and leaders in relationship with Jesus
and in partnership with the
local church,” Rose Gerdes,
group coordinator, said.
Mothers of children ages six
weeks to six years old can join
for $99 in total yearly fees. For
those with children in kindergarten through high school, a
separate group called MOMSnext is available.
Both groups meet every
second and fourth Wednesday
from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at the
First Covenant Church in Red
Wing.
“Moms gather while their
children attend childcare with
a Christian lesson,” Gerdes
said. “Moms enjoy breakfast, a topic, participate in a
discussion group and listen
to prayer. Sometimes moms

More information
Contact the groups by:
4 Email - redwingmops@
gmail.com

Port security grant

4 Facebook - MOPS-Red
Wing

The Goodhue County
Sheriff’s Office received
a $178,513 grant from the
Department of Homeland
Security to increase port
safety.
The funding comes
from a Port Security Grant
Program, which provides
financial assistance to port
authorities, facility operators and local agencies for
activities associated with

make a craft or help with a
service project as well. Our
community is a sisterhood of
moms along the journey of
motherhood.”
There are currently 20 to
25 moms and 20 children
involved in the groups, but
Warner and other members
still encourage anyone to join.

Readers can reach Sarah Knieff at
sknieff@orourkemediagroup.com.

See Board Page A5

PUBLIC SAFETY

Statewide DWI arrests drop 31%
However, local
agencies report
increases
BY SARAH KNIEFF

Reporter

The Minnesota Office of
Traffic Safety announced
statewide DWI arrests
dropped by 31% during this
summer’s extra enforcement campaign. However,
the Goodhue County Sheriff’s
Office and the Red Wing Police

Department admitted their
numbers went up.
“During the enforcement
the Sheriff’s Office arrested
seven individuals for DWI,”
Mitch Grabau, patrol deputy,
said. “This is one more DWI
than last year.”

The extra enforcement
campaign ran Aug. 20 to
Sept. 6 and was through
Toward Zero Deaths — a
nationwide strategy to eliminate serious injury and
death on all highways.
1,147 drivers were arrested in 2021 for operating a
motor vehicle while under
the influence and 1,649 were
apprehended during the same
timeframe in 2020.
Although statewide numbers decreased by 31%, the
Red Wing Police Department
and the Goodhue County
Sheriff’s Office had the oppo-

site experience.
Erin Jarmuz, Red Wing
records technician, explained
that their DWI arrests went up
by four with three in 2020 and
seven in 2021. Goodhue County’s arrests increased by one.
To help lower arrests made,
the Office of Traffic Safety
reminds all drivers to:
4 Plan a safe way home
4 Report drunk driving
4 Make sure friends
and family have reliable
transportation

Readers can reach Sarah Knieff at
sknieff@orourkemediagroup.com.
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