Hesitant but missing
the State Fair?
The Minnesota DNR pond
turns 50 and will live stream its
fish talks this year. Page A10
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A number to know
3.9. Minnesota and
Wisconsin had identical
statewide unemployment
rates of 3.9% in July,
according to numbers
released this week. The
national unemployment rate
was 5.4% last month.

Quote to know

Area officials
plea for masks,
vaccinations

“The shapes and variations
of the natural plants have
always fascinated me. I like
the wildness of my prairie
garden and that it is not the
manicured perfect that a
more formal garden would
have.” — Dan Wiemer,
professional artist and
gardening enthusiast. See
page B1.

BY ANNE JACOBSON

Editor

Good to know
As more people receive
the COVID-19 vaccine,
breastfeeding mothers
should know the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention says COVID-19
vaccines are not considered
to be a risk to breastfeeding
moms or their babies. See
page A7.
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birds, and mammals.”
Min MartinOakes is also a
member of the Sustainability Commission and has been
working on this project. She
spoke to the educational
impact of this project saying,
“I really see this pollinator
demonstration project as an
engagement tool and a teaching tool. What a great way to
teach people that you could do
this in your own yard.”
Both
MartinOakes
and

Local public health
officials raised their
voices — again — this
week, calling for COVID19 vaccinations. Adding
weight to the push, they
said, was Monday’s news
that the Pfizer-BioNTech
vaccine had received
full U.S. Food and Drug
Administration approval
for use in people 16 years
old and older.
The message: Comirnaty is safe and effective at helping prevent
COVID-19,
especially
severe illness, hospitalization and death —
including illness caused
by the Delta variant.
The spread is now
“high”
in
Goodhue
County and Pierce County — and numbers are
climbing higher.
“With the vast majority of new COVID cases
occurring in the unvaccinated population, some
people may feel frustrated with friends and family
who have not been vaccinated yet. So how do you
talk to the people in your
circle who are choosing
not to get vaccinated? Try
discussing vaccination in
a way that preserves your
relationships while, ideally, helping them decide
that getting vaccinated is
the safest choice for them
— and those around
them,” Goodhue County
Health & Human Services
said in its weekly update
Thursday.
As western Wisconsin
enters this dangerous
phase of the pandemic, Pierce County Public
Health also continues to
push vaccinations and
to urge people to wear
masks when in public
indoor settings regardless of vaccination status.
On Aug. 23, Pierce was
the only county in the
designated Twin Cities
Metropolitan Area not in
the Centers for Disease
Control’s highest disease
category. The county had
33 cases in a week.
On Wednesday, however, the county hit “high”
with 45 new cases from
Aug 19-25, according to
the CDC interactive map
which tracks a rolling
seven-day count.
For counties the size of
Pierce, which has an population of about 43,000
people, the CDC considers
transmission “substantial” at 21 news cases in
a week and “high” at 42
cases.
Goodhue County, which
has a population of about
47,000, has been high for
a few weeks.
“We are all frustrated to be at a point where
even vaccinated people
need to wear a mask. It’s
not fair that people did
the right thing and have
to mask anyway,” said
AZ Snyder, Pierce County Public Health director.
“However, if you are one
of those unlucky breakthrough cases, you can
transmit the virus to others. This is because the

See Pollinators Page A6

See Covid-19 Page A6
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Project Hero gave the Elks a shirt signed by all 39 riders participating in the 2021 ride that stopped Aug 23,
in Red Wing.

Supporting veterans
and first responders
is invited to come out and ride
with the veterans
and first responders.”
Saving lives by restoring
Bylsma explained that
hope and purpose. That is the
Project Hero — a nonprofit
goal Project Hero shared with organization — also holds
the Red Wing Elks during their community hub programs and
lunch kick-off for the 2021
supports innovative research
Great Lakes Challenge. As
to change the way the country
bicycle riders continue their
treats post-traumatic stress
journey this week, they can
disorder and traumatic brain
travel easy knowing they have
injury, which can result in
the support of local commumental health issues.
nities pushing them forward.
During the Great Lakes
“Project Hero is dedicatevent,
39 veterans, first
ed to helping wounded and
responders and members of
PTSD affected veterans and
the public will ride their bicyfirst responders achieve
cles from Minneapolis Aug. 22
hope, recovery and resilience
to Barrington, IL, ending on
in their daily lives,” Peter
Saturday, Aug. 28.
Bylsma, director of marketAlong the journey, the riding communications, said.
ers first stop was Aug. 23 to
“We accomplish this through
visit the Red Wing Elks Lodge
weeklong challenge rides and
for lunch.
single-day rides throughout
the country. The community
“Red Wing Elks always
BY SARAH KNIEFF

Reporter

By the numbers
According to Project Hero:
4 20. That is the number
of veteran suicides per day
in the U.S.
4 50%. The number of
veterans with PTSD who do
not seek treatment.
4 55%. The number of
women in the military who
develop a form of PTSD
from sexual harrassment
and assault.
want to do anything for our
veterans,” Lottie Aslakson,
manager of the Elks, said.
See Elks Page A6

ENVIRONMENT

Planting for pollinators
A new garden will feed and teach about insects
BY RACHEL FERGUS

Staff writer

See inside
Check out 5 things to
know about the new
online school.
See page A3.

RED WING — One of the
Sustainability Commission’s
goals for 2021 is to increase
pollinator habitat and promote healthy green spaces. As
a part of these goals, the commission will plant a pollinator
lawn demonstration in Featherstone Park. This demonstration will feed local pollinators
and act as a learning tool for
those interested in planting
their own garden.
Commissioners appeared
before the Red Wing City Council during the Aug. 9 meeting.
Chair Michael Johnson told the
council, “We’re here tonight
to raise awareness of a problem that has been developing
for a long time; it is a national
problem, it is a global problem and it’s a small problem
with huge consequences and it
affects every aspect of the food
chain on which we all depend.
That problem is that we are
losing insect species.”
According to Johnson, since
data began to be collected in
the mid 1970s, approximately
9% of global insect species are
lost every decade.
Aiding global pollinators is
not achievable by one community. However, the Sustainability Commission wants to
support local pollinators and
inspire others to plant pollina-
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Insects of all kinds will be welcome in Red Wing’s new pollinator garden.
tor habitats.
Along with pollinating
plants that are vital for ecosystems (not least because
they play a key role in growing food for people) bugs are
important because they are
critical food sources for many
birds, including the beloved
hummingbird.
Purdue University’s Extension
program
explains,
“Insects are underappreciated
for their role in the food web.
They are the sole food source
for many amphibians, reptiles,

