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READS

A number to know
2. Minnesota on Thursday
welcomed home Suni Lee
of St. Paul, the all-around
women’s gymnastics
Olympic champion, and
Grace McCallum of Isanti,
silver medalist.

RIVERBOATS

Double the
SPECTACLE

MINNESOTA STATE
COLLEGE
SOUTHEAST

The vision:
1 college,
2 campuses
BY ANNE JACOBSON

Editor

Quote to know
“Anyone in Wisconsin who’s
concerned about climate
impacts will be concerned
about this.” — Cassie
Steiner-Bouxa with the
Sierra Club of Wisconsin,
speaking against proposed
natural gas storage facilities
in the state.

Good to know
Gov. Tim Walz acted Friday
to allow flexibility for
Minnesotans experiencing
fuel shortages, including
farmers suffering from
the deepening drought.
He issued an executive
order lifting hours of
service regulations
for motor carriers and
drivers transporting fuel
in Minnesota, helping
to ensure the efficient
transport of fuel to small
businesses and droughtstressed farmers.
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American Duchess (left) arrived Sunday morning, Aug. 1, and departed Monday afternoon. Queen of the
Mississippi arrived around noon Monday and departed about the same time Tuesday. The approximate
six-hour overlap was the first dual docking at the revitalized Levee Park Wall. The riverboats America and
America Melody are scheduled to share Levee Wall on Sept. 24 and Oct. 9.

KIDS JUNCTION

Fulfilling a need

Offering
preschool
child care

BY SARAH KNIEFF

Reporter
After 30 years in operation, Kids Junction
is expanding to offer all-day child care that
includes morning preschool for children 33
months to 5 years old.
Kids Junction Preschool Care will be open 12
hours a day, Monday through Friday, to help
working families who can’t meet traditional
drop-off and pick-up times.
The program was created by Justin Plein, Kids
Junction program coordinator, and Dawn Wettern,
Community Education director, after they saw a
need in the community for child care that catered to
younger students and that lasted for longer hours.
“It’s hard for working families to get their kids
to different programs when they start later in the
day and only last till three or four,” Plein said.

Kids Junction already offers before-and-after-school care for grades K-4 at Sunnyside,
Burnside and Twin Bluff.
Once a room in Burnside Elementary became
available for use, the duo decided to make the
new child care option happen.
Set to start Sept. 2, children will participate in
preschool for about two hours and then various
activities throughout the 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. day.
Right now the program is being offered for
See Need Page A8

“The Client.” “The
Accomplice.” “The Whistler.”
If John Grisham’s next
novel
is
“The College”
—
and even if
it’s not —
Dr. Marsha
Danielson
likely will
be among
Danielson
the
first
people to purchase it.
“I’ve read every single
book of his,” she confesses. “I like the courtroom drama.”
She might not get that
next Grisham book read
right away, however.
Danielson put casual
reading aside for things
strictly academic in
nature this summer. A
little over one month into
her Minnesota State College Southeast presidency, she is laser focused on
delving into the Red Wing
and Winona campuses,
reading reports, assessing needs, and exploring
high impact practices
reported in the Chronicle
of Education.
Her enthusiasm decries
any sense that this might
be dry reading: She has
high expectations for
MSC Southeast and is
seeking ideas to spur the
college’s growth.
“I just had a conversation with my administrative staff about
how part of the vision
— being ‘one college
and two campuses’ — is
that we, as administrators, oversee both campuses,” not just where a
person’s assigned office
is, Danielson said. “We
serve both communities
and both campuses and
See Danielson Page A8

EDUCATION

Charter Montessori approved for Red Wing
BY RACHEL FERGUS

Staff writer
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Red Cottage Montessori will
close its doors in June 2022 for
the best reason: a new Montessori charter school has been
approved by the Minnesota
Department of Education.
Red Cottage serves children
from 18 months to 6 years old.
The charter school will extend
the ages served to provide education for students through
eighth grade. Creekstone also
will offer Montessori education
but in a charter school setting.
Kai Rodgers is the head and
founder of Red Cottage.
“Red Cottage has served its
purpose in the Red Wing community — it has introduced
this town to the wonders of the
method and built a strong base
of families that see Montessori
education as a ‘fit’ for their
children. Community support
from the Duff Foundation, Red

Wing Area Fund, Wings and
Red Wing Shoe Foundation
supported Red Cottage over
the past 10 years paired with
an amazing staff and parent
body has set Red Cottage up to
successfully close and welcome
a public Montessori charter
school,” she said. “Personally,
Creekstone is a dream come
true and I am truly excited to
see its future in Red Wing.”
The proposal to launch the
charter school was officially
approved by the Minnesota Department of Education
on Thursday, Aug. 5. But the
work to get to this point began
years ago.
Elissa Behnke is chair of the
Creekstone Montessori School
Board. She told the Republican
Eagle, “About a year and a half
ago we put together a board
who was cause-driven in sort
of meeting community demand
for Montessori education, and

also in the capability of providing this form of education to a
broader range of families and
students in Red Wing without
the hindrance of tuition costs.”
Behnke added that this was a
passion project for her and, she
said with a laugh, it was also
an arduous process — one of
the hardest things that she has
ever done.
Creekstone is set to open its
doors to students for the 20222023 school year. Until then,
the board will be busy.
“We’ll take the year to continue to train; our board will
train themselves and make
sure we’re being compliant
to statute into law, because
now will be considered a public school that abides by MDE
standards. So, there is a little
bit of a shift on how operations
will unfold, but our priority will
See Charter Page A8

What to know
about Creekstone
4 What ages will be served:
Classrooms will be open for children
18 months through eighth grade.
4 Will education at Creekstone
cost money: The K-8 grades will be
a public school and will not cost
families money. The pre-K program
will continue to be fee based.
4 When will classes start:
Creekstone will launch for the
beginning of the 2022-2023 school
year. The school was approved to
provide education through eighth
grade but Behnke noted that as of
now, the school will begin by serving
pre-K through sixth grade and will
expand to seventh and eighth grades.
4 How to learn more: Creekstone
Montessori School’s website
is now live. Updates about
events, enrollment, employment
and more will be available at
creekstonemontessori.org.

