Your home for

Autumn Inspiration
3352 N. Service Dr.
Red Wing, MN

Fresh Cranberries
Pre-order by Oct 22nd

651-388-3847

www.SargentsNursery.com

Healthy
Halloween
Looking for an alternative
to Halloween candy? Here
are a few ideas. Page 3
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QUICK
READS

GHOST TOWNS

COVID

190 reported
COVID-19
cases in Pierce
County school
children

Number to know
626— The
number
of current
Goodhue
County 4-H
members.
The Goodhue
County Board recently
received a report about the
local 4-H group. Notable
numbers for the 2020-2021
4-H year include:
4 81 new members
4 25 new families
4 240 volunteers
4 36 purple ribbons at the
State Fair
4 72 blue ribbons at the
State Fair

Quote to know
“While we wait for safe and
effective vaccines to become
available for younger
children, we encourage the
adults around them to be
vaccinated in order to create
an immunity wall for children
and adolescents” — AZ
Snyder, Pierce County public
health director, said about
the current high number of
positive COVID-19 cases in
school children.

During first
month of
2021-22 year
PIERCE COUNTY
PUBLIC HEALTH

For more information
To get more information and
directions to any of the historical
ghost town signs, please call
the Goodhue County Historical
Society at 651-388-6024.
PHOTO BY SARAH KNIEFF

Belvidere Mills was near the 34000 block of Wells Creek Trail in Belvidere Township.

Discovering
THE PAST

Date to know
Monday, Oct. 11— Federally
known as “Columbus Day,”
the city of Red Wing uses the
second Monday in October
to celebrate its namesake
Chief Red Wing. This year the
Amos Owen award will be
awarded on Chief Red Wing
day. The city website says of
this award, “Since 2001, the
annual Amos Owen Award has
recognized individuals in the
Red Wing area for their work in
promoting justice and equality
for others based around
human rights (not solely
humanitarian work). The award
is named after Amos Owen,
a Mdewakanton elder and
spiritual leader from the Prairie
Island Indian Community who
worked tirelessly to preserve
Dakota language and culture.”

BY SARAH KNIEFF

Reporter
At the Republican Eagle,
we are on a journey to preserve Goodhue County’s ghost
towns. Although overtime
these small cities have lost
their relevance, they were all
a crucial part of shaping Minnesota’s southeastern region.
In our second installment
of this series, we branch out
a little further from the center of the county to discover
seven more towns.
All information below was
found using the Historic Places of Goodhue County map
prepared by the GIS office.

Bellechester

Good to know
Mississippi National Golf Links
is hosting a shred truck to shred
personal documents from
9 a.m. to noon on Saturday,
Oct. 9. Cash donations will
be accepted and 100% of the
proceeds will be split between
3 local charities: Smiles for
Sammie Scholarship Fund,
Dave Holbert Youth Memorial
Fund and the Nick Connelly
Scholarship Fund. For every
$10 donated the Thrivent
Member Network will donate
an additional $5, up to a
maximum of $500. For more
information contact Thrivent
River Town financial associates
Larry Hawe and Corey Hawe at
651-327-2955. Donations are not
required to attend this event.

Nice to know
The Red Wing Area
Manufacturer’s Appreciation
Luncheon is scheduled for
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, Oct. 12 at the St.
James Hotel. The event will
include time to connect with
fellow manufacturers and
keynote speaker Matt Birk.
Registration is $10 per person.
RSVP by Thursday, Oct. 7 at
651-388-4719 or frontdesk
@redwingchamber.com.

Location: 101 Chester Ave.,
Bellechester
Type: Public and historic
History: “Bellechester is
a small rural trade center.
In pioneer time there was a

Bellechester sat along 101 Chester Ave. in Bellechester Township.
church, store, saloon, blacksmith and wagon shop, farms,
a few houses and a post office
which closed and reopen several times in the late 1800’s
and early 1900’s.”

Belvidere Mills
Location: 34000 block Wells
Creek Trail, Belvidere Township
See Past Page 6

School children in
Pierce County have experienced record numbers
of COVID-19 cases in the
first month of the school
year. During September,
190 school children tested positive for COVID19, which was about one
third of the total cases
identified in the county
during that time period.
“As you can see from the
school case charts on our
county COVID-19 dashboard, this is significantly higher than any previous month during the
pandemic,” said Rebecca
Tomasek, Public Health
Nurse who leads data analysis for the department.
Several factors are likely to have led to the larger increase in infection of
this age group compared
to other age groups. The
Delta variant is now the
predominantly
circulating variant, which is
two to three times more
infectious than the strain
circulating last year.
Several school districts
have opted to forgo mitigation strategies that had
been used during the past
school year to limit spread
of the virus, such as universal masking and quarantine of close contacts.
According to the American Academy of Pediatrics, more than 4 million
children have tested positive in the United States.
Although children and
adolescents may have less
severe acute illness than
adult populations, COVID19 can lead to many
secondary
conditions.
See Covid-19 Page 2

RED WING SCHOOL BOARD

New policy to make social media safer
BY SARAH KNIEFF

Reporter

difficult problem.
Board Vice Chair Jim Bryant
explained that he doesn’t have
social media himself, but he
knows that people need to be
careful about what they post
online.
“[Posts] can stay with you
for a long time,” Bryant said.
Past inappropriate comments have included opinions
on COVID-19, profanity, abusive language, political agendas, discriminatory behavior
and more.
To reduce these comments,
the Social Media Policy lists
all conduct that will be barred
from district platforms.

School leaders are taking
steps to make social media a
safer place for students.
Over the past several years,
Red Wing School District’s
social media platforms —
including YouTube and Facebook — have been bombarded with inappropriate public
comments.
In response, Anne Robertson,
communications manager, and
her team have drafted a policy
that outlines prohibited content for the comment section.
“We want [social media] to
be a safe place for kids to go
and see their things are cele- Prohibited content:
brated,” Robertson said.
4 Cyberbullying, harassDuring Monday night’s
School Board meeting, Rob- ment or personal attacks of
ertson presented the policy’s any kind
4 Comments that demean
first draft and most agreed
that it was a good solution to a an individual or group, includ-

PHOTO BY PIXABAY.

ing comments that are dis- age, marital status, familial
criminatory or offensive on status, status with regard to
the basis of race, color, creed,
See Policy Page 5
religion, national origin, sex,

