Art and
activity
A full 2021 season
starts with croquet and
an auction. Page B1
www.republicaneagle.com | Weekend, May 1-2, 2021 | $2.00 | Goodhue County and Pierce County

3

QUICK
READS

FESTIVAL

HEALTH

A number to know
46,000,000: The U.S.
Department of Health and
Human Services is distributing
$46 million to community
health centers across
Minnesota. This funding will
help expand coronavirus
vaccinations, support the
delivery of health care
services, and expand health
centers’ operational capacity
during this pandemic and
beyond. The majority for this
funding will come from the
American Rescue Plan Act.

COVID-19
vaccine
‘hesitancy’
moderate
BY SARAH KNIEFF

Reporter

Quote to know
Family: “Our country was
founded by multigenerational
families and that’s how people
were able to farm and how
they were able to survive,”
Donna Butts of Generations
United. See page B2
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Regular cheese curds, pizza curds and cinnamon sugar dessert curds were on 2020 Ellsworth Cheese Curd
unFestival’s menu. This year look for deep-fried dill pickle curds.

Good to know
Education: Cannon Falls High
School will return to hybrid
instruction on May 3 with half
the student body — cohort 2
— in in-person learning and
cohort 1 in distance learning.
The district has been distance
learning for the last two

Ellsworth sets
sights on unFestival
Drive-thru celebration will be June 26
BY ANNE JACOBSON

Editor

The big reveal

Each year the Ellsworth
ELLSWORTH — Some
Cheese Curd Festival offers is
people might cry “Unbelieva signature flavor. For 2021,
able!” as the pandemic again deep-fried dill pickle cheese
prompts festival and fair
curds will make a debut. And
cancellations. Undeterred,
you don’t have to get out of
Ellsworth will hold the 2021
your car to try them.
Cheese Curd unFestival.
Plus, cinnamon sugar curds
The Cheese Curd Festival
will be available. This is the
committee is planning an
only time of year and only
enhanced drive-thru event
place to find them.
that will be COVID-friendly
In 2020, motorists pulled
and safe for volunteers, guests up in two lanes outside Ellsand the community, the Ellsworth Creamery, choosing
worth Chamber of Commerce
between three deep-fried
announced Thursday:
varieties and two fresh curd
“We’re determined to make flavors. Organizers started
this event the most fun
with 1,000 pounds of curds
anyone has ever had waiting
but those didn’t last long. All
in line!”
told, the eight-hour event
The unFestival will be SatSee Festival Page A6
urday, June 26, 2021.

Goals for
unFestival No. 2
Organizers intend that
the Ellsworth Cheese Curd
unFestival will:
1) Build off the success of last
year’s drive-thru event and
visitors’ hearts to Ellsworth’s
claim to fame as the Cheese
Curd Capital.
2) Grow attendance — and an
appetite — for the 2022 return
of the full-fledged Ellsworth
Cheese Curd Festival.
3) Offer unFestival sponsors
more visibility and exposure
4) Generate the revenue needed
to support volunteers, nonprofits
and maintain the chamber’s
strong financial outlook.
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The truth about homelessness
Fiction vs fact

Problem knows
no boundaries
BY SARAH KNIEFF

Reporter
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People need to understand
reality to dispel the myths surrounding local homelessness
so communities can address
the problem, the United Way of
Goodhue, Wabasha and Pierce
Counties says.
The agency recently released
a statement identifying fiction
versus fact about homelessness in Minnesota. The statement is in part of a focus on
connecting those in need with
stable housing and educating
the community on ways they
can help.
“Homelessness is an issue
that affects our local communities,” said Jessica Seide,
board president for United Way
of GWP. “We are expecting a

sharp rise when the eviction
and foreclosure moratorium
extension ends in August.”
According to a 2020 study
conducted by the National
Alliance to End Homelessness,
over 567,115 people experienced homelessness last year.
Out of that, 7,977 Minnesotans
were experiencing homelessness on a given night.
“It’s a vulnerable thing to
experience homelessness,”
said Sarah Lindner, community relations and philanthropy
director for United Way of GWP.
“We treat everyone who comes
into our office with respect and
dignity. Our goal is to empower people with the information and resources they need to
meet their immediate needs.”

Fiction: People who are
homeless don’t want to work,
are mentally ill or addicted to
drugs and alcohol.
Fact: There is no single issue
that directly leads to homelessness.
There are many factors that
can lead to homelessness,
including domestic violence,
lack of affordable housing,
physical disabilities, poverty,
personal situations and mental
illness.
According to the National Coalition for the Homeless,
around 44% of homeless people have jobs. The major concern is that as housing prices
increase, wages do not.
The NCH also states that
addiction can be a cause of
homelessness, but it can also
result from being homeless.
See Homelessness Page A7

The CDC has rated
Goodhue and Pierce
counties with moderate
to low COVID-19 vaccine
hesitancy. As a result,
health leaders urge residents to have open conversations with those
who are hesitant about
getting the vaccine, but
are willing to learn more.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recently released its
estimates of COVID-19
vaccine hesitancy in the
United States.
Minnesota
overall
received a moderate rating with Goodhue County’s estimated hesitancy
at 12%. This means that
12% of Goodhue County residents are hesitant
to receive any vaccine —
Moderna, Pfizer or Johnson & Johnson.
“We are seeing declining interest in our vaccination clinics,” Jessica
Seide, community health
specialist for Goodhue County Health and
Human services, said.
“We do not know how
much of that decline is
due to hesitancy or other
reasons.”
Pierce County’s vaccine
hesitancy rate is 18%.
“Of course, we are
experiencing
vaccine
hesitancy among a certain portion of our population,” AZ Snyder, public
health director for Pierce
County, said. “There are
different types of vaccine hesitancy. There’s a
small group whose minds
we will never change. I
believe this is a small
See Vaccine Page A6

Resource programs
from United Way
of GWP:
4 Familywize: This is a free
reusable savings card for
prescriptions. Visit singlecare.
com to sign up and print off a
discount card.
4 Packing for the Weekend:
A free meal program for
children who do not have
access to food on non-school
days. Contact your school’s
social worker for more
information.
4 United Way 211: This free
and confidential community
helpline with different
resources and is available
24 hours a day, seven days a
week. Dial 2-1-1, 651-291-0211
or 1-800-543-7709 for help.
4 The People’s Pamphlet:
A free resource guide that
lists many different programs
for help with health, food,
finances, disabilities and
more.

