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A number to know
95,000. The Minnesota
Department of Agriculture
has awarded $95,000 to
combat noxious weeds.
Twenty efforts receiving
funds include the Prairie
Island Indian Community’s
noxious weed management
project. The money will be
used to purchase equipment
and supplies, conduct
mapping and outreach
activities, and hire private
applicators to manage weeds.

Some
departments
lack funds

Quote to know
“We know that our recovery
from the pandemic will
take time, both nationally
and at the state level.” —
Minnesota Department of
Employment and Economic
Development Commissioner
Steve Grove reacting
to seasonally adjusted
unemployment rate holding
at 4% in June.

Good to know
Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers
announced a $130 million
investment in workforce
development to help people
bounce back from the
pandemic and continue the
state’s economic recovery.
The Worker Connection
program is in addition to
$600 million going to small
business relief.

BY SARAH KNIEFF

Reporter
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Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services President and CEO Nate Boettcher touts the imminent availability of
broadband.

HIGH-SPEED

internet is coming

Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services launches broadband
BY HANNAH COYLE

Staff Reporter
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ELLSWORTH — Pierce
Pepin Cooperative Services
broke ground its new highspeed internet broadband service, Swift Current Connect,
on July 14.
By the end of the year, the
utility intends to have 175
miles of fiber cables installed
following PPCS’ electrical
distribution system, serving
1,500 homes.
Phase 1 of the installation
process includes the areas
PPCS plans to begin construction on broadband access over
the next few months, with
construction set to begin in
September and services available by the end of the year.
“We saw a need for the services, because with a rural

Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services will begin construction on broadband fiber internet in September 2021.
area, we’re just not seeing a
lot of options for people,” said
Brooke Cupp, member and
community relations coordinator at PPCS.

Those who do not fall into
the areas already scheduled
for broadband installation
should still express interest
See Broadband Page A6

Over 80% of Minnesota police chiefs say they
support the use of bodyworn cameras by police
officers, according to a
recent survey conducted
by the Minnesota Chiefs
of Police Association.
Red
Wing
Police
Department uses the
technology. However, the
Goodhue County Sheriff’s Office doesn’t due to
financial challenges.
“More agencies, large
and small, are deploying
body-worn cameras, or
considering their deployment, to gather crucial
evidence and enhance
transparency with their
communities,” said MCPA
Executive Director Jeff
Potts in a news release.
Of the 214 police chiefs
who responded to the
survey, 100 said their
departments are using
the technology.
Gordon Rohr, newly
appointed Red Wing police
chief, said the department
started employing Axon
body cameras during the
fall of 2020 after testing out three options.
All sworn officers are
equipped with cameras.
“The cameras show a
view from the officer’s
perspective at the time of
an incident,” Rohr said.
“The cameras can capture audio and video that
might otherwise be lost
during the course of an
See Cameras Page A5

RED WING POLICE

Ready to lead

BY RACHEL FERGUS

Staff writer

Gordon Rohr joined the Red
Wing Police Department in
2002 as a patrol officer. Since
then, Rohr has risen through
the ranks to operations manager and then interim police
chief in February. Now, Rohr is
the chief of police.
Council Administrator Kay
Kuhlmann said in her staff
report for the Monday, July 12,
City Council meeting, “Gordon meets the experience and
education requirement of the
job description, and has proven himself as a leader in the
department.”
After the firing of former
Police Chief Roger Pohlman,
the Personnel Committee discussed filling the job. Kuhlmann
reported that “would ideally

The Better

the position as my predecessors have done.
During my time as interim
chief, I was approached by the
city regarding the possibility
of becoming chief of police. At
first, I honestly had little to no
interest in the position since I
am nearing the end of my career.
But as the weeks and months
ticked by, I was approached by
Q&A with Chief Rohr numerous people who encouraged me to reconsider. EvenHow do you feel being tually, I agreed to terms with
named police chief? What was the city to take the position in
the process of going from an effort to allow the younger
being appointed interim chief members of our agency more
to chief of police?
time to gain supervisory and
I am honored to be named administrative
experience
chief of police for the city of needed as chief of police.
Red Wing, but there is also
What are your goals?
some trepidation mixed into
My goal within the next
that. I am hopeful I can bring month is twofold. First is to
the same honor and pride to maintain stability as a lead-

result in promoting a current
member of the police department to the chief position.”
After unanimously being
appointed by the City Council on Monday, July 12, Rohr
spoke with the Republican
Eagle about his experience in
the department and plans for
his time as chief.
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After initial trepidation,
Rohr accepts chief post

RED WING POLICE DEPARTMENT PHOTO

Red Wing Police Chief Gordon Rohr.
er since my employees already
know me on a personal level.
The second issue within the
next month is to get more
candidates through the hiring
process to fill open positions
that we currently have within
the agency.
See Rohr Page A5
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Good Health Rests on a Good Night’s Sleep

