Stolen vehicle
involved in wreck
on Staton Road
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Many ‘heartbroken’ after fire kills police sergeant
Cause of fire, positive identification of lone
resident, had not been determined on Monday.
fire destroyed the house,
and authorities recovered
a body they believe is
McInerey’s.
An autopsy set for Monday afternoon was expected to confirm the identity
but results were not immediately released. The
cause of the fire remains
under review by the State
Bureau of Investigation.
More details may be available on Tuesday.
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A fire that presumably
killed a Greenville Police
Department sergeant on
Saturday left his daughter
without a parent and a police force without a leader
and friend.
Sgt. Tim “Mac” McInerney is believed to have
perished in a 4 a.m. fire
at his home on Fox Hollow Drive in Ayden. The

Only one body was recovered, according to
Angie Grube, public information for the SBI. McInerney has a young daughter, Sydney, as well as a
fiancee. The girl’s mother
died in 2018.
According to a GoFundMe for Sydney, she was
staying with family friends
at the time of the fire.
“To say Sydney is devastated and heartbroken
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is an understatement,” the
description by Susie Glynn Caution tape on Monday blocked off part of the damage left by a fire at the home
of Greenville Police Department Sgt. Tim McInerney in Ayden. McInerney was home
See FIRE, A3
alone and presumed dead in the fire.
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Advocates press
N.C. legislature to
prioritize students

Making a splash
Splashpoint, community
pool reopen; Myrtle
Avenue facility is in last
year. Construction to start
on new pool this week.

NCAE argues schools
should come before
corporate tax cuts.
BY KIM GRIZZARD

What’s New appears on
Tuesdays to highlight people, places and events.

Staff Writer

BY DEBORAH GRIFFIN
Staff Writer

A sure way to beat the
heat this summer in Greenville is the Community
Pool and Splashpoint spray
ground at Dream Park.
Splashpoint was closed
last year due to COVID-19,
and the pool operated at reduced capacities with limited time blocks.
“It was definitely different,” said Aquatics and
Fitness Center recreation
manager Dennis Vestal.
“We were really thankful
we were open, because a
lot of public pools did not
open at all last summer.”
With restrictions lifted,
the pool at 2113 Myrtle Ave.
will be open until Aug. 14.
Splashpoint, 1700 Chestnut
St., opened Saturday.
The Community Pool is
back to pre-COVID operations.
“This year we are still
offering swim lessons and
other aquatic programs in
the morning,” said Don Octigan, director of parks and
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Elizabeth Wilson, 5, plays in the shallow end of the Community Pool on Myrtle Avenue.
A new pool being built at Thomas Foreman Park will open next summer, replacing the
city’s 49-year-old pool.

recreation for the city. “All
of our summer camps go
to that pool at least twice a
week.”
If all goes as planned,
this will be the last year
residents will be able to enjoy the Community Pool on
Myrtle Avenue, according
to Octigan.
The 49-year-old pool has
lived beyond the expected
lifespan of an outdoor pool
and needs to be replaced, he
said.

See POOLS, A3

Aria Walker, 4, and Destiny Delgatdo, 9, play in the
Community Pool last week.

A North Carolina Senate proposal to phase
out corporate taxes has
drawn criticism from educators who say the state
needs a budget that prioritizes students.
Representatives of the
N.C. Association of Educators, along with other
education advocates, said
Saturday that lawmakers
should direct a state budget surplus toward the
needs of public schools.
“Our state Supreme
Court has ruled twice
that our state lawmakers
are not living up to their
constitutional
responsibility to fund a sound,
basic education for our
students,” NCAE President Tamika Walker Kelly
said at a news conference
at Greenfield Terrace
Park. About two dozen
educators, dressed in red
and holding #prioritizestudents signs, gathered
for the event, one of four
held across the state.
Kelly called for a statewide school construction
bond; more funding for
school nurses, counsel-

ors, social workers and
psychologists; and pay increases for teachers and
other school employees.
She said the state spends
25 percent less per student than the national average and has teacher salaries that are $10,000 less
than the national average.
“They have dug a hole
in North Carolina’s public
education budget over
the last 12 years, and they
are not done with their
shovel,” she said. “When
we adjust for inflation
and enrollment … we are
spending 56 percent less
on classroom supplies
than we did in 2009. The
state of North Carolina
is funding 7,700 fewer
teaching assistants than
we were in 2009.”
“Math is still math, and
we don’t get creative with
our math like our lawmakers do.”
Emily Biggs, who
serves on the Martin
County Board of Commissioners, said support
staff, including teacher
assistants, bus drivers,
cafeteria workers and
custodians, should have
the same minimum pay
rate of $15 per hour that
is guaranteed for other
state employees.
“It
is
absolutely

See NCAE, A3

Young Coast Guardsman given warm Flag Day welcome
19-year-old culinary specialist surprised by family, neighbors.
BY PAT GRUNER
Staff Writer

Sixteen months ago when Petty
Officer Third Class Justin Jones
set off on his Coast Guard career,
he knew to expect the unexpect-

ed.
What he didn’t expect as he
changed stations from Maine to A
School in California and finally to
Coos Bay, Oregon, was that he’d
be unable to see his family along
the way as a pandemic restricted

travel and forced installations to
hold personnel in readiness.
His mother Melissa and father
Jerry did not expect that either.
On Monday, Flag Day, as Justin
Jones came back to Greenville
for the first time in over a year,
his parents had a warm welcome
waiting.
Neighbors and friends of the

family came together to adorn
the sides of the road along Windsong Drive with banners, flags and
signs welcoming Jones home. The
19-year-old culinary specialist said
that he was pleasantly surprised.
“I was not expecting it at all,”
Jones said. “It was awesome. They

See HOMECOMING, A3

Jerry Jones, Petty Officer Third Class Justin Jones and Melissa Jones, from left, pose for a photo near their home on Windsong Drive in
Greenville. Justin Jones had not been able to see his family in 16 months, and neighbors came together to surprise him.
PAT GRUNER/ THE DAILY REFLECTOR

140th year, No. 166 © 2021

FACEBOOK.COM/DAILY REFLECTOR

Lottery

Pick 3: 1-6-3; Pick 4: 2-1-2-7 (day)
Sunday night drawings:
Pick 3: 5-2-2; Pick 4: 6-0-9-1
Cash 5: 2-13-36-42-43
Powerball: 8-25-34-38-41-10
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Weather

Today: 85, T-Storm
Tonight: 65, Cloudy
Forecast on A2
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