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County commissioners approve body camera contract
No action taken on sheriff’s
request for hazard pay related
to the COVID-19 pandemic.
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DANCE
ELLIOTT
The Pitt County Board of Com- liott recommendSheriff
Paula
missioners approved new body ed the commissioners delay action Dance said her finance officer
cameras for deputies but took on the hazard pay request because briefly talked with Deputy Coun-

ty Manager/CFO Brian Barnett
about the request before she decided to directly ask the commissioners for funding.
“Through this pandemic the
sheriff’s office’s doors have
never closed,” Dance said. “The
detention center has remained
open.”
Deputies have had a higher
number of calls to answer and

they have had to transport people “who were known to be positive with the virus” to area mental health facilities, she said.
Dance asked that her employees either receive $5,000 or 5
percent of their salary as hazard
pay.
Other county employees are

UNTAPPED HARVEST

Eastern N.C. farmers eye
hemp as next great cash crop
Versatile plant, a cousin
to marijuana, is used in
multitude of products
with worldwide demand,
but its profitability is
not cut and dried.
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Hemp, one of the most versatile plants on Earth, seems
to be the answer to all the
world’s woes, from replacing
plastic, fiberglass and wood,
to being a cure-all for a multitude of ailments — including
insomnia, inflammation and
seizures.
New hemp products, made
from each part of the plant —
seeds, roots, stalk and leaves
— crop up daily on the national market. Many wonder
if this leafy-green plant could
be the miracle-crop eastern
North Carolina farmers have
been searching for, reviving
an industry that has struggled
for decades.
Farmers are in a cash
crop drought as they have
watched their remaining tobacco contacts dry up to a
world market. Sage, another
crop that promised to fill the
void left by tobacco’s demise,
has been usurped by a synthetic scent product due to
hit the market in 2021.
Fourth-generation Bertie
County farmer Kirk Copeland said at one time, he had
pinned his hopes on sage because of the dwindling tobacco market. He and his brother, Sid, own Featherstone
Farms.
“Due to the world’s economy, tobacco is shrinking in
North Carolina. We used to
grow 800 million pounds in
the state. Then it was curtailed to 450 million. And in
recent years it has dropped to
250 million,” said Copeland.
With America’s demand
for hemp increasing — the
United States is the No. 1 im-
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Six VA clinic
employees
test positive
for COVID-19
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Bertie County farmers Kirk Copeland, left, and his brother Sid, grow hemp “clones” inside a greenhouse. This
method involves taking a cutting from a “mother plant,” which then grows its own root system to become an
identical copy of the original. Growing hemp presents a whole new set of challenges for farmers. Difficulties the
Copeland brothers have faced include leaf spot disease, mold, moths, spider mites and even mice.

Hemp History
Hemp’s use is recorded throughout history. Many
believe hemp was the first crop ever cultivated by
mankind. Hemp fabric was even found wrapped
around an infant’s skeleton in the ruins of an ancient city in Turkey. The following timeline includes
information from multiple sources:
■ The Columbia History of the World states that
the oldest relic of human industry is a bit of hemp
fabric dating back to approximately 8,000 B.C.
■ Hemp cloth was found in the area once known
as Mesopotamia and was mentioned in Assyrian
scripts that described its medical properties:
“Used as stomachic and poultice for swelling.”
■ The plant in its original form was medicinal. It
comes from the oldest civilizations in the world.
■ One of the oldest records of hemp farming
dates back 5,000 years ago in China, but it has
been suggested it was being farmed even before
that in ancient Egypt.
■ Hemp seed oil has been used in food and
medicine in China for at least 3,000 years.
■ Hemp is not new to American soil. King James
required the growing of hemp in 1619 in James-

Untapped Harvest

Hemp has been vilified because it
is visually indistinguishable from its
psychosomatic cousin, marijuana.
town when the original colonies were under the
British Crown’s rule. Hemp was the fiber of choice
for maritime uses because of its natural decay
resistance and its adaptability to cultivation. Each
warship and merchant vessel required miles of
hempen line and tons of hempen canvas, which
meant the Crown’s hunger for the commodity was
great. Ship captains were ordered to disseminate
hemp seed widely to provide fiber wherever repairs

See HISTORY, A6
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Lottery

Pick 3: 2-2-1; Pick 4: 6-4-0-0 (day)
Sunday night drawings:
Pick 3: 0-7-9; Pick 4: 5-7-9-6
Cash 5: 16-18-34-40-42
Mega Millions: Drawing tonight
Powerball: Drawing Wednesday

Demand for CDB oil and other
hemp products has farmers in
eastern North Carolina looking
at marijuana’s cannabis cousin
as a new cash crop. A five-part
series from The Daily Reflector
details its pitfalls and promise.
Tuesday: Eastern N.C. farmers
eye hemp as the next great
cash crop
Wednesday: Gold-rush mentality lures farmers into risky
business of hemp
Thursday: Keeping crop ‘legal’
challenges hemp farmers
Friday-Saturday: Smokeable
hemp remains source of
controversy
Sunday-Monday: Cannabidiol
oil popularity is pushing hemp
demand, but what is CDB?
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Weather

Today: 92, Humid
Tonight: 72, Clear
Forecast on A2

Employees at the Greenville VA clinic were tested
for COVID-19 on Monday after six workers tested positive for the virus.
The six were part of the
administrative staff and
shared an office space.
They were not part of a
care team and did not have
direct patient engagement,
said Yves-Marie Applewhite,
Durham VA Healthcare System chief public officer.
Testing tents are available at the facility for veterans who have COVID symptoms. No patients have been
tested as a result of the employee COVID cases, Applewhite said.
“We did do a mass testing
at our Greenville VA facility,” Applewhite said. “We
tested all employees upon
entry (Monday) morning
and that was really out of
pure precaution because
we did have a small cohort
of employees who tested
positive.”
North Carolina’s case
count rose to 87,528 on Monday, up 1,827 from 85,701 on
Sunday. Seven more people
died raising the states death
toll to 1,510.
An announcement is expected this week from Gov.
Roy Cooper on re-opening
plans for state schools. Cooper asked districts to prepare three re-opening plans
that include options for
in-person and fully remote
learning.
In Pitt County there were
894 confirmed cases of
COVID-19 up 18 from Thursday. The county’s death rate
remained at nine.
Monday was the first day
of free COVID-19 community testing, provided by the
Pitt County Health Department, according to a news

See VIRUS, A3
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