UGA Faculty Statement calling for immediate un-suspension of arrested UGA Students

On Monday April 29, 2024 at approximately 8:30 a.m. several UGA students and community
members on North Campus were arrested and charged with misdemeanor criminal trespassing
after warning. These students and community members had gathered to engage in political
protest related to the ongoing war in Gaza. The students were also subsequently issued an
interim suspension from the UGA Office of Student Conduct, which included a prohibition from
coming onto campus property. This means that these students were barred immediately from all
campus buildings including residence halls where some of the students live, from classrooms to
take final exams, from the health center, and from dining halls.

We understand the university administration was within its rights to request police presence and
intervention and to enforce the campus free speech policy, but we believe the decision of the
Office of Student Conduct to immediately suspend students and bar them from campus property
was unwarranted and antithetical to our educational mission.

We, the undersigned faculty, call on Rebecca Scarbro and the Office of Student Conduct to lift
the interim suspension immediately and allow our students to return to campus to complete the
semester. Further action regarding the Student Code of Conduct can be undertaken in due
course, with ample opportunity for due process.

Rumya S. Putcha, Hugh Hodgson School of Music and Institute for Women’s Studies
Janet Frick, Department of Psychology

Miriam Jacobson, Department of English

Sujata lyengar, Department of English

Emily Sahakian, Department of Theatre and Film Studies and Department of Romance Languages
Rachel Floyd, Department of Romance Languages

Samantha Gillen, Department of Romance Languages

Nicolas Lucero, Department of Romance Languages

Fuad Elhage, Department of Romance Languages

Brenda M Ross, Department of Romance Languages

Bram Tucker, Department of Anthropology

John P. Wares, Department of Genetics, Odum School of Ecology, and Georgia Museum of
Natural History

Thomas E. Kadri, School of Law

Clare Norins, School of Law

Samantha Osborne Hagood, Department of Romance Languages

Christopher Sieving, Department of Theatre and Film Studies

Kerry Steinberg, Department of Romance Languages

Betina Kaplan, Department of Romance Languages

Mark Anderson, Department of Romance Languages

Jessica Tiegs, Department of Romance Languages

James J. Dowd, Department of Sociology (Emeritus)



Thomas Peterson, Department of Romance Languages

Rielle Navitski, Department of Theatre and Film Studies

Joselyn Leimbach, Institute for Women’s Studies

Jeff Kilpatrick, Department of Romance Languages

Pilar Chamorro, Department of Linguistics and Department of Romance Languages
Vivian Appler, Department of Theatre and Film Studies

Timothy Gupton, Department of Romance Languages

Ximena Luna, Department of Romance Languages

Aitor Ezquerra, Department of Romance Languages

Nicole Casnettie, Department of Romance Languages

Cindy Hahamovitch, Department of History

Monica Sklar, Department of Textiles, Merchandising, and Interiors

Steven Grossvogel, Department of Romance Languages

Caroline Young, Department of English

David Ingle, Department of English

Nancee Reeves, Department of English

Joseph Kellner, Department of History

Casie LeGette, Department of English

Sara Steger, Department of English

Kelly Happe, Department of Communication Studies and Institute for Women’s Studies
Ryan Schey, Department of Language and Literacy Education

Patricia Richards, Department of Sociology and Institute for Women’s Studies
Richard Menke, Department of English

LeAnne Howe, Department of English and the Institute of Native American Studies
Benjamin Britton, Lamar Dodd School of Art

Nufio Castellanos Diez, Department of Romance Languages

Steven Casadont, Department of Romance Languages

Alicia Arribas Arcos, Department of Romance Languages

Sharina Maillo-Pozo, Department of Romance Languages

Amy Ross, Department of Geography

Channette Romero, Department of English

Kristi Schaller, Department of Communication Studies

David Diamond, Department of English and Institute for African American Studies
Susan Mattern, Department of History

Luis Correa-Diaz, Department of Romance Languages

Anna Harper, Department of Geography

Ed Pavli¢, Department of English and Institute for African American Studies

Josh Cohen, Department of English

Allison L. Skinner, Department of Psychology

Elizabeth Davis, Department of English

Naomi Egel, Department of International Affairs

Nicole Gottdenker, Department of Pathology, CVM

Joseph H.G. Fu, Department of Mathematics

Lesley Feracho, Department of Romance Languages, Institute for African American Studies



Maryam Ahmadi, Department of Communication Studies

Mackensie Minniear, Department of Communication Studies

Usree Bhattacharya, Department of Language and Literacy Education
Catherine Simpson, Department of Romance Languages

Martin Ward, Department of Romance Languages

Christine J. Cuomo, Department of Philosophy and the Institute for Women’s Studies
Jonathan Haddad, Department of Romance Languages

Jared Holton, Hugh Hodgson School of Music

Marguerite Madden, Department of Geography

Jennifer Thompson, Department of Crop and Soil Sciences

Bethany Bateman McDonald, Department of Romance Languages
Aaron Thompson, Department of Crop and Soil Sciences

Jerry Shannon, Department of Geography and Financial Planning, Housing, and Consumer Economics
Tatiane Russo-Tait, Department of Cellular Biology

Nik Heynen, Department of Geography

Richard Neupert, Department of Theater and Film Studies

Tessa Andrews, Department of Genetics

Pablo Lapegna, Department of Sociology and Latin American and Caribbean Studies Institute
Lewis J. Bartlett, Department of Entomology and Odum School of Ecology
Richard M. Rose, Ed.D., Assistant VP for Student Affairs (retired)
Roger Stahl, Department of Communication Studies

Cynthia Turner Camp, Department of English

Theodore Shifrin, Department of Mathematics (Emeritus)

Ashley Harrison, Department of Educational Psychology

Kristen Smith, Department of Advertising & Public Relations

Joshua Barkan, Department of Geography

Jane McPherson, School of Social Work

Allison Howard, Department of Psychology

Maggie Snyder, Hugh Hodgson School of Music

Craig Wiegert, Department of Physics and Astronomy

Clint McCrory, Department of Mathematics

Michael Klipper, Department of Mathematics

Kevin Jones, Department of History

Olga Amigo-Horcajo, Department of Romance Languages

Justin Ingels, Office of Academic Affairs, College of Public Health
Michael Heald, Hugh Hodgson School of Music

Ruta Abolins, Special Collections Library

Emily Koh, Hugh Hodgson School of Music

Andrea Sweigart, Department of Genetics

Margaret Renwick, Department of Linguistics

Shandra McDonald, Department of Theatre and Film Studies

Alison Farley, Hugh Hodgson School of Music

Emily Gertsch, Hugh Hodgson School of Music

Vanessa Gonlin, Department of Sociology



Scott Nelson, Department of History

JoBeth Allen, Department of Language and Literacy Education (Emeritus)
John Knox, Department of Geography

Laura L. Bierema, Department of Lifelong Education, Administration, & Policy
Aliki Nicolaides, Department of Lifelong Education, Administration, & Policy
Sonja West, School of Law

Jason Cade, School of Law

Jim Leebens-Mack, Department of Plant Biology

Dan DerVartanian, Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (Emeritus)
Montgomery Wolf, Department of History

Alexandra Shapiro, Department of Germanic and Slavic Studies

Julia Rice Mattison, Department of English

J. D. Sargan, Department of English

Jim Coverdill, Department of Sociology

Diana Graizbord, Department of Sociology and Latin American and Caribbean Studies Institute
David Kreutzer, Department of Theatre and Film Studies

Mark Cooney, Department of Sociology

Cecilia Herles, Institute for Women’s Studies

Jeffrey Olenick, Department of Psychology

Mandy Mastrovita, UGA Libraries

Catherine Case, Department of Statistics

Lindsey Harding, Department of English

Eric Morales-Franceschini, Department of English and Latin American and Caribbean Studies
Institute

Mary Willoughby, UGA Libraries

Laura S. McKee, Department of English

Melissa Fahmy, Department of Philosophy

Gayle Andrews, Department of Educational Theory & Practice

Megan Turnbull, Department of International Affairs

Kacy Morris, Department of Psychology

Nadja Zeltner, Center for Molecular Medicine

David Gay, Department of Mathematics

Grafton Tanner, Department of Communication Studies

Rebecca Matthew, School of Social Work

Mary Ager, School of Social Work

Scott Nesbit, College of Environment and Design

Barbara McCaskill, Department of English

Ervan G. Garrison,Department of Anthropology and Department of Geology
Jemelleh Coes, Institute on Human Development and Disability

Yuri Balashov, Department of Philosophy

Jeremy Davis, Department of Philosophy

Ingie Hovland, Department of Religion and Institute for Women’s Studies
Laura German, Department of Anthropology



Richard Dien Winfield, Department of Philosophy

Carolina Acosta-Alzuru, Department of Advertising and Public Relations
Kimberly Watkins, Department of Financial Planning, Housing, and Consumer Economics
Wunpini Fatimata Mohammed, Department of Entertainment and Media Studies
K. Chad Clay, Department of International Affairs

Sycarah Fisher, Department of Educational Psychology

Dickie Lee, Hugh Hodgson School of Music

Cassandra Hall, Department of Physics and Astronomy

Cas Mudde, Department of International Affairs

James F. Brooks, Department of History

Oscar Chamosa, Department of History

Lisa Bayer, University of Georgia Press

Dawn T. Robinson, Department of Sociology

Anna S. Rogers, Department of Sociology

Lynn Sanders-Bustle, Lamar Dodd School of Art

Ruth Harman, Department of Language and Literacy Education

Amy Ellis, Department of Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies Education
Jon Forrest, Department of Linguistics

Nell Andrew, Lamar Dodd School of Art

Jonathan Krell, Department of Romance Languages (Emeritus)

Piers Stephens, Department of Philosophy

Thanassis Samaras, Department of Philosophy

Paul Roman, Department of Sociology (Emeritus)

Diane Cooper, Department of Counseling and Human Development (Emeritus)
Malcolm R. Adams, Department of Mathematics (Emeritus)

Danielle Costello, Department of Research and Instruction

Erin Moore, Lamar Dodd School of Art

Elise Robinson, Institute for Women’s Studies

Timothy Yang, Department of History

Jill T. Anderson, Department of Genetics and Odum School of Ecology

Amy Stich, Louise McBee Institute of Higher Education

Cecilia Rodrigues, Department of Romance Languages



