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Riley Baugh

Georgia’s 2025–26 football schedule brings early opportunities for growth, mid-season 
battles with playoff implications and late-season tests that could shape the program’s 
postseason hopes.

With quarterback Gunner Stockton under center, the Bulldogs will look to reassert 
themselves among the nation’s elite after an offseason that saw 13 players selected in the 
2025 NFL Draft.

Aug. 30 vs. Marshall
Georgia opens the season at home against Marshall, a strong non-Power Four opponent 
coming off of a Sun Belt title in 2024. The Thundering Herd lost key players to the transfer 
portal, but remain more threatening than most teams outside the power conferences. The 
game will likely mark Stockton’s second career start and provide an early look at Georgia’s 
reworked offense and defense in live action.

Sept. 6 vs. Austin Peay
The Governors travel to Athens for the first time since 2018. As Georgia’s only FCS oppo-
nent this season, Austin Peay is expected to be physically outmatched, which should give 
the Bulldogs a chance to rotate younger players and evaluate depth before the tougher 
conference schedule begins.

Sept. 13 at Tennessee
Georgia’s first road test comes in Knoxville against a Tennessee squad that, despite losing 
quarterback Nico Iamaleava to the transfer portal, brings experience and speed on both 
sides of the ball. The Volunteers’ tempo-based offense under head coach Josh Heupel has 
challenged defenses before and could stress a Georgia defense integrating new starters. 
An away game in Neyland Stadium will make for an important early-season measuring 
stick for head coach Kirby Smart and the Bulldogs.

Sept. 27 vs. Alabama
After a bye week, Georgia returns home to face Alabama for the first time in Sanford Stadi-
um since 2015. Arguably the most anticipated home game in the last decade, the Crimson 
Tide enter the season with questions about offensive consistency and a new quarterback, 
but still retain one of the nation’s best defenses. Georgia’s 31-game home winning streak is 
on the line in what will likely be a top-25 matchup. Both teams are undergoing transition, 
making this game a key indicator of who will contend for the College Football Playoff.

Oct. 4 vs. Kentucky
Kentucky has long played hard against Georgia, and this year will be no different. The 
Wildcats are disciplined and strong up front under head coach Mark Stoops, but have 
not beaten the Bulldogs since 2009. After the physical battle with Alabama, Georgia must 
prevent an “off-week” to win this one.

Oct. 11 at Auburn
The Bulldogs travel to Jordan-Hare Stadium for the Deep South’s Oldest Rivalry, a game 
that fans should not overlook. Auburn is in its third season under head coach Hugh Freeze 
and will rely on Oklahoma transfer quarterback Jackson Arnold and a downhill rushing 
attack. Night games at Auburn are notoriously difficult environments and surviving this 
test will be crucial for Georgia’s playoff hopes.

Oct. 18 vs. Ole Miss
Ole Miss, led by head coach Lane Kiffin, visits Athens with a roster reloaded via the trans-
fer portal after several key departures. Quarterback Austin Simmons flashed serious po-
tential during this matchup last season, and the Rebels’ high-tempo offense can be dan-
gerous. Georgia will aim to control the line of scrimmage and force Ole Miss out of rhythm, 
but this has all the makings of a great game.

Nov. 1 vs. Florida (in Jacksonville, Florida)
The annual rivalry game in Jacksonville, Florida, returns with added interest. Florida, 
which has not beaten Georgia since 2020, enters the season with quarterback DJ Lagway 
fully healthy after missing much of last year’s meeting. Lagway’s dual-threat ability will 
challenge a younger Georgia defense, especially if the Gators can balance their offense. 
The neutral site always adds an unpredictable element to what should be a competitive 
matchup.

Nov. 8 at Mississippi State
This road trip comes between rivalry games against Florida and Texas, making it a poten-
tial trap game. Mississippi State returns several veterans and should be more cohesive in 
head coach Jeff Lebby’s second season. Quarterback Blake Shapen returns this season 
fully healed, something that should be taken seriously. Georgia must avoid looking ahead 
and maintain discipline to avoid an upset.

Nov. 15 vs. Texas
Georgia hosts Texas in a possible SEC Championship preview. The Bulldogs defeated 
the Longhorns in last year’s title game, and both teams enter this season looking for-
ward to this matchup. According to ESPN Analytics, Texas and Georgia have the highest 
and second-highest odds, respectively, of reaching the SEC Championship game. Led by 
quarterback Arch Manning, Texas returns much of its offensive firepower and boasts a 
physical defensive front. Texas’s first trip to Athens is expected to create one of the loudest 
atmospheres of the season.

Nov. 22 vs. Charlotte
Charlotte will likely be outmatched by Georgia’s talent and depth. This game offers the 
Bulldogs a chance to rest key players and prepare for the season finale.

Nov. 28 vs. Georgia Tech (at Mercedes-Benz Stadium)
Clean, Old-Fashioned Hate moves to Mercedes-Benz Stadium in Atlanta this year, giving 
the rivalry a fresh backdrop. Georgia Tech has improved under head coach Brent Key 
and returns quarterback Haynes King and running back Jamal Haynes, two of its most 
dangerous offensive weapons. King’s mobility and Haynes’ speed present challenges for 
Georgia’s defense. Last season’s game went eight overtimes, and while Georgia has won 
seven straight, this rivalry rarely follows script. Though technically a neutral site, Georgia 
fans travel well, especially for rivalry week, so a strong red and black presence is expected.
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Gunner Stockton (14) evades a Texas player during the 2024 SEC Championship NCAA football game 
between Georgia and Texas at the Mercedes-Benz Stadium in Atlanta, Georgia, on Saturday, Dec. 7, 
2024. Georgia won 22-19.  P H O T O / L A N E Y  M A R T I N
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Evan Waldman

The Georgia Bulldogs enter the 2025 season with high ex-
pectations and one of the youngest rosters of the Kirby 
Smart era. Every position group brings a mix of experience, 
youth and high-end potential looking to power another 
championship run. From quarterback to the secondary, 
Georgia’s depth and development will be key to maintain-
ing its place among college football’s elite. 

Quarterback
Georgia’s 2025 quarterback room is led by redshirt sopho-
more Gunner Stockton, who enters the season as the favor-
ite to start after showing his dual-threat ability and poise 
during his limited playing time in the SEC Championship 
game and starting the Sugar Bowl. Right behind Stock-
ton is redshirt freshman Ryan Puglisi, who is continuing to 
develop his game. The former four-star recruit out of high 
school has a strong arm and lots of potential, but practiced 
in limited fashion in 2024 due to a knee injury. 

Rounding out the quarterback room are freshmen Ryan 
Montgomery, Hezekiah Millender and walk-on Colter Ginn, 
who are unlikely to see meaningful snaps this season. Oth-
er than Stockton playing snaps in the Bulldogs’ two most 
important games last season, the quarterback room, like 
many others in the SEC, lacks experience. However, this 
lack of experience does not equal a lack of talent.   

Wide receivers, Tight ends
Catching passes for the Bulldogs in 2025 will be a dynam-
ic group of wide receivers and tight ends. Transfers Noah 
Thomas and Zachariah Branch bring a mix of size and 
speed. Bulldog fans can expect the 6-foot-5 Thomas to win 
contested jump balls, while Branch stretches the field with 
his elite speed.

They join returners Colbie Young, Dillon Bell and London 
Humphreys, who will look to improve from last year when 
the Bulldogs led the nation in drops. Joining these veterans 
are highly talented freshmen Talyn Taylor, CJ Wiley and 
Landon Roldan, all of whom will look to make an immedi-
ate impact in the wide receiver room. 

At tight end, both Oscar Delp and Lawson Luckie will re-
turn to build on a productive season, as they were both rat-
ed among the nation’s top 15 tight ends. Providing depth to 
the tight end room are Jaden Reddell and freshman Elyiss 
Williams, who stands at 6-foot-7. All together, this group of 
playmakers offers a strong arsenal for whichever quarter-
back is under center in 2025. 

Offensive line
Georgia’s 2025 offensive line is shaping up to be a powerful, 
big-bodied unit, blending returning players with new addi-

tions. Leading and anchoring the line are tackles Monroe 
Freeling and Earnest Greene III, who both have starting 
experience and elite size at 6-foot-7 and 6-foot-4, respec-
tively. Junior Drew Bobo, the son of offensive coordinator 
Mike Bobo, is the frontrunner to take over the center po-
sition after logging some valuable snaps last year. At the 
guard position, senior Micah Morris and redshirt freshman 
Daniel Calhoun are both in line to start and bring physi-
cality and depth to the unit. After surrendering 25 sacks 
and struggling in the run game last season, this revamped 
offensive line will look to gel under coach Stacy Searels and 
improve come August.

Defensive line
The defensive line has a strong blend of leadership and 
youth, but also has concerns about depth and durability. 
Leading the interior is senior and lone fourth-year player 
Christen Miller, who had 27 tackles, 3.5 tackles for loss and 
graded the third highest in returning defensive tackles in 
the SEC according to PFF College. Supporting Miller is 
Jordan Hall, the only other player in the group who has 
spent two full seasons with the program. 

On the edge, Georgia will lean on Gabe Harris and Quin-
tavius Johnson, who will have big shoes to fill after the 
departure of stars Mykel Williams and Jalon Walker. The 
group’s lack of experience could cause true freshmen Eli-
jah Griffin and Isaiah Gibson to impact the game early on. 
Even though Georgia lost major contributors to the NFL, 
Georgia still ranks in the nation’s top defensive line units 
thanks to the continued trend of recruiting some of the 
nation’s top prospects. 

Runningbacks
The backfield for the Bulldogs in 2025 will be led by sopho-
more Nate Frazier, who will look to build off a strong fresh-
man year where he rushed for 671 yards and eight touch-
downs. Due to injuries to Trevor Etienne and others in the 
running back room, Frazier was able to show off his burst of 
speed, vision and physicality while becoming a focal point 
of the Georgia offense in 2024. 

Behind him, veteran Cash Jones returns as a trusted 
third-down back and a strong receiving threat. In 2024, 
Jones had 24 catches for 275 yards and four touchdowns 
and will look to continue having an impact in many ways. 
Georgia is hopeful that Roderick Robinson II can return 
to his form after dealing with injuries the past few years. 
When healthy, Robinson is a talented player who can show 
impressive power in short-yardage plays. 

Young talents Chauncey Bowens and Dwight Phillips 
showed flashes in their freshman seasons and got praise 
from head coach Kirby Smart following spring training.

“I’m excited for them two... They both got better in the 
spring,” Smart said.

With a mix of speed and power, this running back room has 
high upside as Mike Bobo looks to have a more successful 
rushing attack than last year. 

Linebackers 
The linebackers for 2025 will have a combination of proven 
veterans and strong breakout candidates. Juniors CJ Al-
len and Raylen Wilson both possess NFL-caliber skills as 
they look to build on strong sophomore seasons where they 
played meaningful snaps all year long. Returning alongside 
Allen and Wilson are sophomores Chris Cole and Justin Wil-
liams, who gained valuable experience last year, with Cole 
being named to the SEC All-Freshman team. 

The linebacker room also welcomes high upside addi-
tions like freshmen AJ Kruah and Zayden Walker, who will 
add needed depth to the position group. With experience, 
athleticism and defensive coordinator Glenn Schumann 
continuing to develop elite linebacker talent, this group is 
poised to uphold the Bulldogs’ defensive identity.

Defensive backs 
The secondary for Georgia in 2025 is set to be among the 
nation’s best, anchored by returning stars and improved by 
transfer portal additions. Senior cornerback Daylen Ever-
ette returns after a junior year with four interceptions and 
nine pass deflections. According to Sports Grid, Everette 
is listed as the 24th-best corner in the nation as he looks 
to improve his NFL draft stock in his senior season. Along-
side him is another reliable cornerback in Daniel Harris, 
who had 22 total tackles and three pass breakups despite 
starting only four games in 2024. 

At the safety position is SEC standout and FWAA Fresh-
man All-American KJ Bolden, who will look to grow both 
as a player and a leader in the secondary. Freshman Ellis 
Robinson IV and Demello Jones both have had impressive 
spring performances as they look to secure a spot come Au-
gust. Georgia also gained depth and competition, adding 
experienced safeties Zion Branch, Jaden Harris and Adrian 
Maddox via the portal. Overall, with elite coverage and ball 
skills, this secondary looks ready to solve the problem of 
last year’s vulnerability and reassert dominance. 

SCAN THE QR CODE 
DOWNLOAD OUR NEW APPThursday, August 21, 2025 A3THE RED & BLACK

Georgia running back Nate Frazier (3) celebrates a touchdown 
during the NCAA college football game between Georgia and Geor-
gia Tech at Sanford Stadium in Athens, Georgia, on Friday, Nov. 29, 
2024. Georgia won 44-42.  P H O T O / L A N E Y  M A R T I N

Georgia running back Nate Frazier (3) smiles during the second half of the Georgia vs. Texas game at Darrell K Royal-Texas Memorial Stadium in Austin, Texas, on Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024. Georgia won  
30-15.  P H O T O / L A N E Y  M A R T I N

Georgia quarterback Gunner Stockton (14) throws a football at 
the 2025 Allstate Sugar Bowl between Georgia and Notre Dame 
in New Orleans, on Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. Notre Dame won 23-
10.  P H O T O / L A N E Y  M A R T I N

A new era between the hedges
Previewing Georgia’s position groups

Georgia inside linebacker CJ Allen (3) in action during the NCAA 
college football game between Georgia and Florida at EverBank 
Stadium in Jacksonville, Florida on Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024. Georgia 
won 34-20.  P H O T O / L A N E Y  M A R T I N



Kaitlyn Harvey

In every casino on the Las Vegas Strip, there is a physical 
sportsbook. Usually alongside gigantic televisions and toy 
horse races, a large ticker with statistics and placements 
of different players and teams races past your eyes in red 
and green. With it, people’s bets move up and down, toying 
with someone’s jackpot. For a long time, this was the only 
place to legally make your picks.

Today, the sportsbook is available on your phone. Many 
fans can wait for their parlay to hit right at their fingertips, 
miles from the nearest casino. Since the removal of federal 
protection of sports betting in 2018, $450 billion has been 
put in the pool. Easy access to sportsbooks has increased 
the likelihood of gambling and sports betting addictions.

While some forms of gambling are legal in Georgia, 
sports betting is not. However, popular companies like 
Georgia-based PrizePicks have found a loophole, putting 
themselves under Daily Fantasy Sports (DFS), which oper-
ates in legal gray areas. DFS is considered more of a game 
of skill rather than a gamble, since participants don’t play 
against the house and must pick multiple players at a time 
rather than one.

While not legally considered “sports betting,” it’s still re-
liant on  chance given the unpredictable nature of sports 
and prize money for correct choices. Let’s call a spade a 
spade: PrizePicks is betting, no matter how gamified.

This is in no way meant to target those who gamble. 
Georgia Lottery players are the ones who keep the HOPE 
scholarship alive and anything can be healthy in modera-
tion. But problem gambling and a reliance on it for your 
income is an addiction that can hurt more than your bank 
account. Its hold on the current culture of sports makes it 
easy to forget how harmful it is to players and fans alike.

In sports fanbases, heavy advertising has made sports-
books and fantasy leagues impossible to avoid. From 
sportscasters like Pat McAfee talking about “spreads” and 
“under betters” to big sports personalities like LeBron 
James and Stephen A. Smith appearing in advertising, this 
lends credibility to the game. Enticing sign-up bonuses, like 
PrizePicks’ offer to play $5 and win $50 instantly, makes 
betting seem harmless.

What could start as a simple parlay can spiral into some-
thing worse. In an article for the Cardozo Arts & Entertain-
ment Law Journal, Melinda Roth explores the detrimental 
impact of sports betting. With the target demographic be-
ing 18 to 40-year-old men, betting prevents the capability 
to invest long term. California professors have found that 
in states where betting is legal, the average credit score of 
consumers has dropped by 0.3%. Many bettors report that 
gambling problems led to negative impacts on personal 
relationships, mental issues, problems at work, potential 
criminal activity and high rates of suicide.

Many players have felt the effects of the rise of sports 
betting and fantasy sports as well. On May 4, 2024, the 
NCAA released a statement regarding basketball players’ 
mental health. During March Madness, there have been 
more reports of abusive social media content toward play-
ers, including death threats. Armando Bacot publicly re-
called his experience receiving similar messages.

“It’s terrible. Even in the last game, I guess I didn’t get 
enough rebounds or something. I thought I played pretty 
good last game, but I looked at my DMs, and I got like over 
100 messages from people telling me I sucked and stuff like 
that because I didn’t get enough rebounds,” Bacot said in 
the press release.

The University of Georgia is not a stranger to this. Under 
an SEC Country Facebook post talking about Georgia’s 
post-season baseball loss to Oklahoma State in June 2025, 
many comments expressed disappointment in Georgia’s 
performance.

“Ughhh, they screwed me in my parlay last night, 
could’ve won 150 bucks,” said one user.

Even though this was specifically seen during March 
Madness and baseball, pressure is high for Georgia football. 
Georgia has been picked to be the second-ranked team in 
the SEC this season in a preseason poll and has previously 
been first. That is a lot of pressure to come out on top, with 
many people probably relying on Georgia for the jackpot. 
What happens when Georgia does not meet the necessary 
needs of the sports bettor or fantasy league player?

Gambling is turning appreciation into profit, and play-
ers into investments, with more than parlays on the line. 
It shows no signs of stopping, with the gambling industry 
reaching record profits last year. With the line between fan-
tasy leagues and real performance getting thinner, there is 
no telling what the future holds.

Kaitlyn Harvey is a senior majoring in journalism at the 
University of Georgia. 
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Liam W. Dreesen

July 1, 2025, marked the beginning of a new era in athletics: 
the start of colleges being able to pay their players directly 
through a revenue-sharing structure. Each college will be 
allowed to pay $20.5 million, however they see fit. These 
new changes also brought with them a new age of Name, 
Image and Likeness regulations. 

After decades of profiting off student athletes, universi-
ties are now forced to financially compensate them for their 
hard work. This is a good thing, and most people would 
agree, coaches and athletic directors included. 

The idea is not the problem; fans concerns come with 
how the implementation of these new rules is going to af-
fect the game they love. Some think these new changes 
mean you can just pay for championships, and that players 
will no longer be in it for the love of the game. 

Sure, money will help win championships, but this is not 
new; it is always how college sports have worked. Whether 
it was under the table or spent on upgrading facilities to 
attract the nation’s top recruits, money talks. 

These new regulations will hopefully put more of a cap on 
what universities can spend, and will help level the playing 
field. This will depend on the effectiveness of the brand new 
clearinghouse, NIL Go, to be run by Deloitte. 

NIL Go will be tasked with evaluating the real value of 
NIL deals for players, hopefully getting rid of the days of 
players getting paid millions by collectives to appear on 
one billboard. In the data Deloitte shared with coaches and 
athletic directors, nearly 70% of past deals from booster 
collectives would have been denied. 

The effectiveness of NIL Go and the new enforcement agen-
cy, the College Sports Commission, will be the biggest factor 
in whether this new age of college sports is a success or not. 

Players getting paid by the universities they attend for 
the revenue they help generate is not the issue and is long 
overdue, and the supposed new regulations on NIL also 
sound like they more closely align with how NIL was in-
tended to work in the first place. 

Another big question with revenue sharing is: how do you 

spread the money across different sports? As of right now, 
the NCAA has not mandated a certain amount of the $20.5 
million to be spent on any particular sport. Because of this, 
a lot of universities will focus their cap space toward reve-
nue-generating sports like football and men’s basketball. 

From a financial standpoint, this is the smartest option, 
but there is an argument to be made for the athletes in 
other sports that work just as hard as the football and bas-
ketball players, who will never see as much money as their 
student-athlete counterparts. 

No solution to this problem will make everyone happy, 
which is why the NCAA has left it to the schools to allocate 
the money however they want. 

Another issue this revenue sharing creates is exactly 
what it is trying to solve. By attempting to level the playing 
field, the NCAA has opened the doors to something that 
could be worse. Since teams can allocate the money how-
ever they want, universities can heavily invest in certain 
sports in order to gain an advantage over their competitors, 
who are spending their money elsewhere. 

For example, if Georgia wants to stay competitive in 
football, which they inevitably will, it will be extremely dif-
ficult for them to remain competitive in basketball against 
schools like Kentucky. 

Kentucky’s lackluster football team and its history of 
producing great basketball teams will cause it to focus a lot 
more money on basketball than Georgia could even think 
to afford. Because of this, Kentucky will struggle to keep 
a competitive team on the field, and Georgia will struggle 
on the court. So, in trying to solve an issue, they may have 
caused a larger one. 

Overall, this new era of college sports is good for the stu-
dent-athletes, which means it’s good for the sport. There 
will be growing pains and things to figure out in the coming 
years, but there always are with changes this big. So, at the 
end of the day, fans should support players getting paid 
money that they are helping generate. 

Liam W. Dressen is a senior majoring in journalism at the 
University of Georgia. 
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Madison Linton

When football season is in full swing, it is common to hear about the sport nonstop. 
Gameday creates chaos in town. Those visiting Athens for games are worried about 
parking and tailgating. Fans are consumed by the lives of the players, what they do 
around campus and their future plans. The score becomes life-or-death for fans, who 
will be upset at worst, or party afterwards at best. In the noise of wins and losses, the 
Redcoats remain consistent, ever-present at games to excite the crowd, and bring energy 
to the game. 

Behind the hedges, the University of Georgia Redcoat Marching Band is a massive part 
of gameday. The Redcoats perform and march to well-known tunes like “Hail to Georgia” 
and “Battle Hymn of the Bulldog Nation” at every football game. With over 400 members 
across all different types of majors, the Redcoat Band keeps up with deep traditions, de-
spite students graduating, moving away and having their spots filled by other members 
over the years. 

In 1905, the Redcoat Marching Band was founded as a section of the UGA Military De-
partment, with 20 military cadets with little musical experience making up the band. One 
of those former cadets was Hugh Hodgson, who became UGA’s first official music professor 
when the school created a specialized music department. The band eventually expanded 
to involve students outside of the military. 

Roger and Phyllis Dancz began their Redcoat involvement in 1955 and altered the 
workflow of the band, adding majorettes and pushing more students to join by recruiting 
through high schools. With the 1975 addition of director Gary Teske, a Syracuse University 
graduate, the band expanded and routines became modernized. 

Today, Brett Bawcum directs the band, and the Redcoats annually perform at over 100 
various events. Students from all across the university are welcome to join after a success-
ful audition, no matter what year or major. 

“My favorite part is definitely performing pregame, especially before night games. It’s 
so much fun. I feel like we’re a big contributor to the atmosphere of those home games,” 
drum major Eleazar “Ele” Louis said. “Pregame just kind of gets the crowd ready and all 
fired up. Especially when we do Krypton, when the team is coming out of the tunnel and 
just the stadium erupting. It’s a great feeling.”

For some students, joining the Redcoat Marching Band is their first taste of being a part 
of a large ensemble. Jim Strength, a fifth-year wildlife and fisheries and wildlife biology 
major who graduated from Jasper County High School, mentions that there are more 
members of the trumpet section in the Redcoats than members of his entire high school 
marching band. 

“I’ve been exposed to so many people from different backgrounds that I probably would 
not have had the opportunity to meet had I not joined Redcoats, just because I’m not in 
other campus organizations,” Strength said. “The opportunity to meet these people defi-
nitely has helped me get better at talking to people and relating to people who, especially 
coming from a rural area, I wouldn’t have had those opportunities.”

Strength feels that fans are appreciative of the music. He mentions that there have been 
fans in the stadiums that wanted photos with him because of his involvement, claiming it 
as part of the gameday experience.

There is a mixed bag of people who are appreciative of the Redcoats and those who 
don’t get it, according to Louis.

“There’s people that don’t really understand why what we do is so important,” Louis 
said. “And that’s kind of just because maybe they don’t really understand why marching 
bands are important in general, or, they’re in the mindset of ‘Oh, I’m at a football game to 
watch football, not hear the band.’”

No matter how individuals feel about the Redcoat Marching Band, they are responsible 
for many gameday traditions, and are here to stay. The next time Sanford Stadium is lit up 
between the third and fourth quarter, thank the Redcoats for the encouragement.
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 Thursday Crossword - Answer Online FRIDAY Aug. 22

ACROSS
  1. Research rooms
  5. North African expanse
11. Similar type
14. Nitrogenous waste
15. Readied
16. Date or age beginning
17. Driver’s ___
18. Blow to pieces
20. Bowler, but not golfer
21. Fox chaser?
22. Orbital extreme
23. Not so cordial
25. Tot tenders
26. They’re twirled in parades
28. Rome septet
29. Take effect, in legalspeak
30. Island of entertainment
31. So ___
34. Emulated Lady Godiva
35. Less firm, maybe
36. Add a kick to
37. Common tip jar bill
38. Moisten, poetically
39. Pulverize
40. Repaired a shoe
41. Moves unobtrusively
42. Worldly, not spiritual
45. “Haystacks” artist

46. Collar, for cops
47. Whim
48. Small handful
51. Call girl
53. Bridges of film
54. Tiny particle
55. Ducks
56. Caveat to a buyer
57. Lacking liquid
58. Colt’s sound
59. Bank adjuncts

DOWN
  1. Opulent
  2. Grounds
  3. Exalted happiness
  4. Created a lap
  5. Future ferns
  6. Pergola
  7. Saber handle
  8. Bud in Burgundy
  9. Shopkeeper
10. With skill
11. Celebrity’s concern
12. Not as timely
13. A couple of big joints
19. Languishes
21. One of a trident trio
24. Compost heap discard

25. Connective tissue
26. Ball point pen inventor
27. In a moment
28. Was optimistic
30. Sweet or hard beverage
31. Most flawed
32. Cause of some scars
33. Lipstick hues
35. Family tree entry
36. Metal deposit
38. Prop up
39. Color for the tickled
40. Files litigation
41. Hurting the most
42. Flavorsome
43. Trial associate?
44. Close pal
45. Agrippina, to Nero
47. Form of pachisi
49. Injure badly
50. Cat in boots
52. Astaire specialty
53. Bucolic cry

¬© Lovatts Puzzles

Heart of the Bulldog Spirit
The legacy of the Redcoat Marching Band

University of Georgia Redcoat Band members Sarah Manley, Aizhia Poblete, Katja Rintamaki and Luke Dixon celebrate 
during the Georgia vs. Missouri game in Athens, Georgia, on Saturday, Nov. 4, 2023.  P H O T O / L A N E Y  M A R T I N

Redcoat Marching Band members yell before the Georgia vs. Missouri game at   
Sanford Stadium in Athens, Georgia, on Nov. 4, 2023.  P H O T O / L A N E Y  M A R T I N



Sophia Eppley

A sea of red and black, echoes of “Who’s that coming down 
the track?” and the steady vibration of music from tailgate 
speakers. This is gameday at the University of Georgia. 
Streets are packed, grills are fired up before sunrise and 
the air buzzes with energy as over 90,000 fans swarm to-
ward Sanford Stadium.

Whether you’re a first-year student or a seasoned senior, 
surviving game day takes more than just team spirit; it takes 
planning, patience and the right gear. Here’s everything you 
need to know to make the most of your UGA gameday.

Park it like its hot 
For on-campus parking, UGA Transportation and Parking 
Services offers seasonal and single-day parking passes, pur-
chased on a first-come, first-serve basis through ParkMo-
bile.  Seasonal passes are $280 for the Carlton Street Deck, 
East Campus Deck, River Road and the Health/Visitors 
Center, and Park & Ride is $1,050. More information can 
be found on the UGA TPS website. 

Parking on sidewalks, grass or landscaped areas is pro-
hibited. Illegally parked vehicles are subject to being towed 
at the owner’s expense. Gameday parking areas open at 7 
a.m. on Saturdays and overflow parking is available at the 
Intramural Fields. 

Fan shuttles from the East Deck on River Road will start 
running 3.5 hours before kickoff. Shuttles from behind the 
Intramural Fields will begin running once overflow parking 
opens. There are many lots to park within walking distance 
from the stadium; the full list can be found on the Universi-
ty of Georgia Athletics website.

Off-campus parking is offered at The Classic Center and 
numerous places in downtown Athens.  The Classic Center, 
located at 300 N. Thomas St., offers two season parking 
packages — which come with either one or two spaces — 
and single-game passes. Downtown Athens decks and lots 
also offer season parking passes for $280. Local businesses, 
organizations and homeowners may also rent out parking 
spaces. 

Tailgating: perfect the pregame
There are plenty of places to tailgate on campus, including 
the East Campus parking lots, Myers Quad, North Campus 
lawns and lots, the Tate Student Center and the Bulldogs 
Tailgate Club in Reed Quad, which offers customizable tail-
gate packages with varying catering and tent options — all 
within earshot of Sanford Stadium. 

For tailgating on campus, setup cannot start until 7 
a.m. on Saturdays. Only charcoal grills are allowed and 
tailgaters must bring their own power source. Folding 
chairs are acceptable but large furniture is prohibited. 
For those tailgating on North Campus, tailgating can be-
gin only five hours before kickoff, folding tables must be 
no longer than six feet and kegs, generators, TVs, grills, 
cookers and amplified music are not allowed. For a fam-
ily-friendly experience, Campus View Church at 1360 S. 
Lumpkin St. offers an alcohol-free lot with a playground 
and restrooms. 

Once you’ve secured your spot, settle in and attack the 
day. Bring games like cornhole or a deck of cards to pass 
the time, set up a portable speaker and enjoy your favorite 
songs or munch on burgers, dips and desserts while prepar-
ing to cheer on the dawgs. 

Don’t forget the essentials
Sanford Stadium permits clear bags smaller than “12x12” 
or small clutch purses. A full list of prohibited items can be 
found on the UGA Athletics website under stadium poli-
cies and procedures. 

First things first: make sure to have your game tickets, a 
form of ID and parking passes with you at all times. Other 
items you should find in your clear bag include:

•	 A hat and/or sunscreen: protect yourself from the 
sun and heat. 

•	 Water. One unopened bottle is permitted and hydra-
tion stations can be found once in the stadium.

•	 Cashless payment methods: for drinks and food, 
Sanford Stadium is a cashless venue.

•	 Portable charger. Make sure your phone is always 
charged for digital tickets, photos and communica-
tion.

Beat the clock, beat the crowds
Now that you’ve found parking, tailgated and packed your 
essentials, you should be ready to go … right? 

Not quite. Getting to the stadium is half the battle. 
To avoid stampedes of Georgia fans rushing through the 

gates at the last minute or being stuck in the nosebleeds, 
plan to arrive even before stadium gates open. Gates open 
two hours before kickoff, but to get a good seat in the stu-
dent section, arrive even earlier to secure a spot in line — 
especially for big games. For smaller games, arriving an hour 
early should suffice. 

For regular ticket holders, still plan to arrive two hours 
and 15 minutes prior to kickoff to experience the Dawg 
Walk and other pre-game traditions.
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Hogan Rigole

Every gameday, Sanford Stadium hosts over 93,000 fans in 
the heart of campus. Dating back to 1929, Sanford Stadi-
um is one of the most iconic and historic stadiums in the 
country. 

The stadium takes its name from Steadman Vincent 
Sanford, the former president of the university and chan-
cellor of the University System of Georgia, who pushed for 
the construction of a new, larger venue on campus. The 
Bulldogs previously called Herty Field home from 1892 to 
1911 before moving to a field with a wooden grandstand 
until the stadium was constructed.

Sanford Stadium drew its first crowd on Oct. 12, 1929, 
as the Bulldogs took a 15-0 shutout win over Yale with  
approximately 30,000 fans filling the concrete stands on the 
north and south ends of the field. 

Since the inaugural season, Sanford Stadium has seen 
several expansion projects. With the addition of lights on 
the field in 1940, Sanford saw its first night game in a 7-7 tie 
against Kentucky on Oct. 26, 1940. In 1967, the stadium’s 
capacity soared to 60,000 when an upper tier of stands was 
built. Overlooking the North Oconee River, the east end of 
the stadium was enclosed in 1981, bringing the capacity to 
over 82,000. Further renovations have continued as recently 
as 2024, which included a new press box and the 1929 Club, 
a premium area for UGA athletics supporters.

The field at Sanford Stadium is named Dooley Field 
in honor of the legendary former head coach Vince Dool-
ey, who served over 40 years in UGA athletics. Dooley is  
regarded as one of the most prominent coaches in Georgia 
football history, having brought home a national champi-
onship in 1980 and six SEC Championship titles during  
his career. 

Games at Sanford Stadium have the well-known nick-
name of being played “Between the Hedges.” Just in time 
for the stadium’s first game in 1929, the hedges made their 
debut. Rose bushes were originally considered for the hedg-
es after they caught the eye of a UGA employee at the Rose 
Bowl in California, but ended up being  unsustainable in 
Athens’ climate. Chinese privet bushes, gifted by a donor 
from Atlanta, were chosen as a replacement and have been 
a staple of the university ever since. The bushes have only 
been removed three times throughout their history, most 
notably for the 1996 Summer Olympics.  

Keith Herndon, professor of journalism and executive di-
rector of the Cox Institute at Grady College of Journalism 
and Mass Communications, has not missed a single home 
game for 46 years and has witnessed many of the Bulldogs’ 
greatest moments.  

Herndon recalls the game against the Tennessee Volun-
teers on Nov. 5, 2022, where, despite the rain, the roar of the 
crowd never wavered. 

“It seemed like to me the fans got louder when the rain 
came. So that was a fantastic game,” Herndon said. “That’s 
probably the loudest I’ve ever heard Sanford Stadium. 
That was an all timer.”

Sanford Stadium is a historic place with a long list of 
traditions, according to Herndon. Before the start of ev-
ery game, a lone trumpet player of the Redcoat Marching 
Band rises into the upper stands for the signature “Battle 
Hymn” solo. The stadium falls silent as those 14 notes play, 

followed by an eruption of cheers that signals the game is 
about to begin.

Herndon recommended that both new and life-long 
Georgia football fans visit the mausoleum located on the 
southwest corner of the stadium, near Gate 9, where the 
former English Bulldog mascots, known as Uga, are buried 
and commemorated with bronze plaques. 

The heat of summer lasts well into October with the sun 
glaring predominantly on the stadium’s north side. 

“There’s no way to say it other than that the sun can be 
brutal and intense, and if you’re not comfortable there in 
that kind of heat then you need to find some seats on the 
south side,” Herndon said. 

To beat the heat, there are water stations across the sta-
dium and concession stands offering cool drinks and food 
on nearly every level.

Four first aid stations are located on each side of the sta-
dium on the West Field Level behind section 138, South 200 
Level behind section 229, North 200 Level behind section 
203 and the East 100 Level behind section 119.

Handicap accessible seating is located primarily on the 
west end zone in section 100 and in sections 236, 226, 214 
and 605. Wheelchair accessible gates can be found at Gates 
2, 4, 6 and 8.

There is a sensory room located around sections 127 and 
128 that is open to all fans when the stadium is operating. 
The room accommodates people with non-physical disabil-
ities who may need a space for when the sights and sounds 
of the stadium become overwhelming.

Located near Memorial Hall and Reed Hall are the two 
student entrances at Gates 3 and 4A. The student section, 
which extends into the upper levels, is located next to the 
Redcoat Marching Band in the stadium’s northeast corner. 
Additional student seating is found along the west end zone 
at Gate 1. Gates open two hours before kickoff but fans 
should arrive earlier for bigger games. 

Just as iconic as those red and black jerseys, Sanford 
Stadium stands tall as the place to be on Saturdays in Ath-
ens. Check out our survival guide for all you need to know 
about gamedays between the hedges.
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Sanford Stadium seen on Monday, July 28, 2025, in Athens, Georgia. Sanford Stadium’s most recent renovations were completed in Sep-
tember 2024.  P H O T O / F O R E S T  X .  D Y N E S

Calling all dawgs
Get to know your way 
around Sanford Stadium
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Liam W. Dreesen

As cameras pointed and reporters scrambled at SEC 
Media Days, Georgia quarterback Gunner Stockton sat 
at his podium, waiting for the next question. The entire 
time, a boyish grin spread across his face. The Tiger, 
Georgia native, has come a long way from his hometown 
of just 429 people to being one of the Bulldogs’ media day 
representatives. 

Despite looking happy to be there, Gunner seemed ea-
ger to get all of the talking over with so he could do what 
he loves most: play football. He was asked about college 
football analyst Paul Finebaum’s doubtful comments from 
earlier in the summer. 

“I’m not a big social media guy,” Stockton said, still smil-
ing. “I’m not really worried about what people say. Just 
ready for the season. Can’t wait.”

Despite the absence of an official announcement by head 
coach Kirby Smart, Stockton is viewed as the front-runner 

for the starting quarterback job after getting some meaning-
ful playing time last season following Carson Beck’s injury. 

Beck went down with an elbow injury on the last play of 
the first half in the SEC Championship. Stockton had to 
take over in the most important moment of the Bulldogs’ 
season: down three points in the second half of the SEC 
Championship game. 

It didn’t take much time for Stockton to settle in. On the 

first drive of the second half, Stockton and the Bulldogs 
marched 75 yards in 10 plays to score a touchdown and 
take a 10-7 lead. Stockton went 3/4, throwing for 36 yards 
while adding another 12 on the ground. 

However, Texas wasn’t going anywhere. The Longhorns 
were able to send the game to overtime after Stockton 
threw a bad interception late in the game, but he didn’t 
let this interception get in his head. In overtime, the ju-
nior accounted for all but six of the Bulldogs’ yards on the 
game-winning drive. 

“I think it was a great experience,” Stockton said. “Just 
handling the emotions, the ebbs and flows, it was a great 
experience. I wouldn’t change anything.”

The performance did not surprise Smart at all, who said 
Stockton had been preparing like a starter all year. 

“He didn’t play in a normal environment where you’ve 
got a big lead,” Smart said. “He went in against a top de-
fense in the country in one of the biggest games of the 
season and performed well, for a guy that had not gotten 
a lot of reps with the ones. So I thought he handled that 
moment well, and he taught a lot of our young players that 
you’ve got to be prepared and ready.”

Stockton had prepared for that moment for a while. 
Growing up a Bulldog fan, Stockton always had dreams 
of being the starting quarterback at Georgia. He tore up 
the field in high school, holding Georgia state records in 
career passing touchdowns, all-purpose yards and all-pur-
pose touchdowns. This earned him a four-star ranking from 
247 Sports and an offer from Smart and the Bulldogs. 

Stockton stuck around as the backup for two years, just 
waiting for his number to be called. 

“In this day and age, the transfer portal is pretty easy to 
get into and just leave,” Stockton said. “But like I said, it’s 
always been my dream to be the starting quarterback at 
Georgia.”

Even though he has not been named the starter for the 
upcoming season, Stockton started in the game after the 
SEC Championship with Beck still out — the second round 
of the College Football Playoffs. 

Despite the loss, Stockton performed fine in his first-ever 
start, throwing for 234 yards and one touchdown. He still 
has a lot to learn as a starter, but the Sugar Bowl game 
against Notre Dame was just the start for Stockton. 

Smart never likes to publicly announce starters before 
the season, but the selection of Stockton to be one of the 
three players representing Georgia at SEC Media Days is 
indicative of what Smart thinks about him. 

“Gunner is a kid that leads from the front,” Smart said. 
“Gunner is a winner, and he’s the kind of kid you want at the 
front of the line. He’s going to be a big part of our program this 
year in leadership, and doing that with the offensive players.”

As a starting quarterback, Stockton will be expected to 
step up as a leader, something he appears to have no issue 
with so far. He says the biggest way to do this is just to 
show up and be himself. Linebacker and defensive leader 
CJ Allen agrees. 

“I think Gunner is just a great competitor,” Allen said. 

“He wants to win. He comes in with his head down and is 
always working. There’s just something about him.”

That competitive nature showed up in the SEC Cham-
pionship game last year. In overtime, with the game on the 

line, Stockton dropped back to pass on second-and-eight, 
but didn’t see any openings and opted to tuck it and run. 

As he got closer to the first down, defenders started to 
swarm, and Stockton had nowhere to go. Instead of opting 
to slide, as most quarterbacks would, Stockton lowered his 
shoulder and was met by Texas’s Andrew Mukuba. Stock-
ton’s helmet went flying as he was knocked to the ground, 
but he had picked up enough for the first down. The Bull-
dogs scored on the next play to win the game. 

This toughness and determination to win are what lead-
ers are made of, and Stockton has already shown it. 

All of these signs point towards Stockton getting his 
second career start on Aug. 30 against Marshall. It will be 
his first time walking into Sanford Stadium as the starting 
quarterback of the Georgia Bulldogs, a surreal moment for 
a lifelong Georgia fan. 

Despite being a non-Power Five opponent, Marshall is 
not a team Stockton and the Bulldogs will want to mess 
around with. The Thundering Herd finished last season 
10-3 and won the Sun Belt Conference. However, if the Bull-
dogs can avoid any huge mistakes, they should be able to 
use the talent discrepancy to roll over Marshall. 

Week three will bring Stockton’s first true test of the 
year. An early-season trip to Knoxville, to take on rival 
Tennessee in Neyland Stadium will be anything but an 
easy game. It will be Stockton’s first true road game, and 
it comes at one of the toughest places to play in the entire 
country. 

A win here could build momentum for Stockton and the 
Bulldogs before a home matchup with Alabama offers them 
a sweet chance at revenge. The outcome of these games 
could determine whether Stockton becomes a fan favorite 
or people start calling for redshirt freshman Ryan Puglisi 
to take over. 
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Georgia quarterback Gunner Stockton (14) escapes a defender during the University of Georgia vs. Tennessee Tech game at Sanford Stadium in Athens, Georgia, on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024. No. 1 Georgia 
defeated Tennessee Tech 48-3.  P H O T O / L A N E Y  M A R T I N

Georgia quarterback Gunner Stockton talks with media members 
during day two of the 2025 SEC Media Days on Tuesday, July 15, 
2025, at the College Football Hall of Fame in Atlanta, Georgia.   

P H O T O / E T H A N  G R E E N E

Gunner takes the helm
A look at Georgia’s prospective starting quarterback

	

	 In this day and age, the 
transfer portal is pretty easy to 
get into and just leave ... But like 
I said, it’s always been my dream 
to be the starting quarterback at 
Georgia.
GUNNER STOCKTON |  GEORGIA QUARTERBACK
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As Georgia prepares for the 2025-26 football season, several key players stand out as pillars for the Bulldogs’ success. From emerging stars to experienced transfers, these 
six players’ performances may shape how far Georgia will go.

These players represent the foundation for Georgia’s hopes in the upcoming season. Their skill sets, leadership and growth will be vital as the Bulldogs look to remain 
among college football’s elite.

NUMBERS TO KNOW: 2025-26 season

#14
Gunner Stockton, QB 

Stockton, a redshirt junior from Rabun County, steps into his first full season as Georgia’s presumed starting quarterback. Known for his pro-
lific high school career, Stockton ranks third all-time in passing yards and first in career touchdowns in Georgia high school football history. 
Though he has only one collegiate start, which was in the College Football Playoff, his combination of arm talent and mobility offers a new 
dimension to Georgia’s offense. Last season, Stockton was called on during the SEC Championship after an injury to Carson Beck and helped 
lead Georgia to a 22-19 overtime win over Texas. His development under offensive coordinator Mike Bobo will be pivotal as he commands a 
revamped receiving corps.

#3
CJ Allen, LB

Allen, a junior linebacker, is poised to lead Georgia’s defense after a strong 2024 campaign. He recorded 76 total tackles, an interception and 
several key stops while showing his sideline-to-sideline speed and instincts. Next in line to assume full leadership of the Bulldogs’ linebacker 
unit, Allen combines physicality with football IQ — both qualities that have made him a consistent presence in Georgia’s front seven. As veteran 
defenders move on, Allen’s role as a vocal leader and playmaker will be essential.

#4
KJ Bolden, S 

Bolden, a sophomore from Buford, Georgia, has developed steadily in Georgia’s secondary. Last season, he recorded 59 total tackles, a sack, an 
interception and a forced fumble, showcasing his versatility in coverage and run support. Having learned alongside standout defensive backs 
like Malaki Starks, Bolden is expected to take the next step as Georgia’s lockdown defensive back. His physicality and range will be critical in 
containing some of the SEC’s top offenses in 2025.

#1#1
Zachariah Branch, WR 

Branch, a transfer from USC, brings explosive playmaking ability to the Bulldogs’ offense. The junior wideout caught 47 passes for 503 yards 
and one touchdown for the Trojans last season. Georgia fans should watch for his speed and agility; he poses a constant deep threat capable 
of stretching defenses vertically. Branch’s ability to create mismatches in space and break big plays is what made him one of the top-ranked 
transfers and will be a vital component of Georgia’s offensive attack.

#5
Noah Thomas, WR 

Thomas, a 6-foot-5 senior transfer from Texas A&M, fits the prototype of an elite SEC receiver. Last season, he recorded 39 receptions for 574 
yards and eight touchdowns, demonstrating his ability to make contested catches and finish in the red zone. Georgia enters the 2025 season 
with one of its deepest and most skilled receiver groups in recent memory, and Thomas is poised to establish himself as the alpha, both for the 
Bulldogs and across the SEC.

#52
Christen Miller, DT 

Miller, a junior defensive tackle, returns as the anchor of Georgia’s defensive line, a group that has been essential to the national championship 
pedigree the Bulldogs have displayed in years prior. In 2024, he recorded 27 tackles and 1.5 sacks, nearly doubling his numbers from the pre-
vious season and establishing himself as one of the most disruptive defensive linemen in the country. His combination of strength, size, speed 
and technique has made him a known force for opposing offensive linemen and quarterbacks. Though he is currently recovering from a labrum 
injury suffered late last season, Miller is expected to be fully healthy by the fall. With a wave of young recruits from recent cycles filling up the 
defensive line room, Miller’s experience and leadership will be crucial to maintaining Georgia’s defensive identity.

— Riley Baugh

Play today on 
redandblack.com
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The Georgia football team celebrates as confetti rains down after the 2024 SEC Cham-
pionship game between Georgia and Texas at the Mercedes-Benz Stadium in Atlanta, 
Georgia, on Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. Georgia won 22-19.  P H O T O / L A N E Y  M A R T I N

Georgia linebacker Jalen Walker (11) celebrates after the NCAA college football game between Georgia and Georgia Tech at Sanford 
Stadium in Athens, Georgia, on Friday, Nov. 29, 2024. Following a historic eight overtimes, Georgia beat Georgia Tech 44-42.   

P H O T O / L A N E Y  M A R T I N

Georgia wide receiver Arian Smith (11) runs with the ball during the NCAA college football game 
between Georgia and Georgia Tech at Sanford Stadium in Athens, Georgia, on Friday, Nov. 29, 2024. 
Following a historic eight overtimes, Georgia beat Georgia Tech 44-42.  P H O T O / L A N E Y  M A R T I N

Scenes during the Georgia vs. Tennessee Tech game at Sanford Stadium in Athens, 
Georgia, on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024. Georgia won 48-3.  P H O T O / L A N E Y  M A R T I N

Georgia head coach Kirby Smart celebrates after the Aflac Kickoff Game between No. 1 Georgia and No. 14 Clemson at 
the Mercedes-Benz Stadium in Atlanta, Georgia, on Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. Georgia defeated Clemson 34-3.   

P H O T O / L A N E Y  M A R T I N

Members of the UGA Spike Squad cheer during the NCAA college football game between Georgia and Tennessee at 
Sanford Stadium in Athens, Georgia, on Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024. Georgia won 31-17.  P H O T O / L A N E Y  M A R T I N

Hairy Dawg points during the first half of the University of Georgia vs. University of Massachusetts 
football game at Sanford Stadium on Saturday, Nov. 23, 2024, in Athens, Georgia. Georgia won  
59-21.  P H O T O / S A M A N T H A  H U R L E Y

Arian Smith (11) runs during the game between Georgia and Flor-
ida at EverBank Stadium in Jacksonville, Florida, on Saturday, Nov. 
2, 2024. Georgia won 34-20.  P H O T O / L A N E Y  M A R T I N

Highlights from the 2024-25 Georgia football season

ShowcaseShowcase
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Eva Saraf

As gameday approaches, fans prepare for the immersive 
atmosphere that is Georgia football. Whether you’re watch-
ing from the comfort of your own home or tailgating with 
friends on campus, here are some Southern drinks and 
snacks that are perfect for your SEC gameday.  

Drinks
Sweet iced tea:

Sweet tea is a southern staple and has been for years. 
Having it at gameday social events is a must. This drink is 
made easily with water, tea bags and sugar and is enjoyed 
by many. 
The classic mimosa:

This orangey, citrus drink is a gameday staple and is versa-
tile, because it can be made alcoholic and nonalcoholic. For 
an alcoholic version, you can use champagne with the orange 
juice, and for a virgin mocktail, use ginger ale instead. 
Hot cocoa with peppermint whipped cream:

With the season usually spanning the fall months up into 
January, it is good to be prepared with some warmer bever-
ages to enjoy the game with. A mug of hot cocoa is a need in 
the cold. When topped with peppermint-flavored whipped 
cream, this is a sweet treat everyone will love. 

Snacks
Pepperoni rolls:

These soft, doughy rolls are perfect for watching a game. 
The traditional roll is slightly sweet, soft dough stuffed with 
a few pepperoni slices and then baked. It’s also fun to dip 
them in a marinara or cheese sauce. These can also be pre-

pared the night before which makes them easy to serve on 
gameday. 
Onion rings:

This popular side dish, known for its crispy texture and 
sweet-savory flavor, is good on its own and ideal for snack-
ing. These can also be dipped in marinara sauce and served 
on a platter for people to enjoy. 
Sheet pan nachos:

Everyone loves nachos, and these are the best kind to 
make, because the dish only requires one tray that you can 
line with foil to make cleaning up easy. Just bake some tor-
tilla chips with beans, cheese and whatever toppings you 
and your watchparty would like. 
The perfect gameday charcuterie board:

Charcuterie boards have been on the trend due to their 
visual appeal and adaptability. Grab your favorite board, 
add your favorite cheeses, sliced meats, crackers and 
spreads. Some cheeses to consider are smoked gouda or 
pepper jack, and some common meats include salami and 
prosciutto.
Jalapeño hummus:

This spicy hummus is the perfect dip to pair with some 
crackers or pita chips, and is easy to make at home. You 
can even add it to the charcuterie board. You can add lem-
on or lime to the dip for some extra flavor and adjust the 
spice level by adding more or less jalapeños. 
Barbecue chicken sliders:

This can be a fun gameday appetizer and is simple to 
make. You can grab your favorite sweet rolls, like Hawai-

ian rolls, add in the shredded barbeque chicken, and top it 
with garnishes of your choice, or just leave it as it is. Some 
common garnishes include mozzarella, gouda, red onion 
and cilantro.
Buffalo, barbecue and lemon pepper wings trio:

Wings are a gameday essential and a popular, relatively 
easy to prepare, snack that is perfect for sharing. It is also 
easy to prepare the wings by drying and seasoning them in 
advance and making the sauces ahead of time. Two com-
mon dips to serve with are blue cheese and ranch.
Pasta salad:

Tailgates definitely tend to be meat centered with few 
options for vegetarians;pasta salad is a dish loved by vege-
tarians and meat enjoyers alike. Some common dressings 
are vinaigrette or mayonnaise, and you can add whatever 
pasta and toppings you like. 

Desserts
Mini funnel cakes: 

Funnel cakes are often associated with fairs and amuse-
ment parks, but they can also be the perfect way to sweet-
en up your gameday. All you need is a squeeze bottle with 
the mixture, frying oil and pastry rings to create your own 
funnel cakes. A nice garnish is powdered sugar. 
Donut holes:

Donut holes are a fun and delicious treat that can easily 
be made at home for gameday snacking. You can top these 
donut holes off with cinnamon sugar, powdered sugar, va-
nilla glaze or dippings like caramel sauce.

A football fan grills at a tailgate on the University of Georgia campus before the South Carolina game on September 16, 2023, in Athens,  
Georgia.  F I L E / S TA F F

A family plays football on the University of Georgia’s campus be-
fore the annual G-Day spring football game in Athens, Georgia, on 
Saturday, April 13, 2024.  P H O T O / S A M A N T H A  H U R L E Y

Gameday flavors
Exploring tailgating food 
traditions
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