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2021

Absentee ballot
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election results

BY JACKIE ROMAN
Pound Ridge released its tentative
budget for 2021 this week, revealing a
conservative approach to its finances
following an unpredictable year. The
town’s preliminary budget for next
year plans for $9,314,328 in overall
appropriations, which reflects a modest increase of less than $20,000, or
0.22% increase. The budget also anticipates $2,956,452 in overall revenues, a decrease of $108,000 or
3.52%.
“We know it’s a difficult time for
everybody and you can see in the
budget, especially when it comes to
spending, we tried to keep it as conservative as possible,” said Director of
Finance Steve Conti.
At $6,117,486, the town’s forecasted 2021 tax levy comes in below
the state mandated tax cap. The town
was working with a tax cap of 2.42%
next year, which equates to a 4.2%
increase for a tax levy of $6,222,206,
an increase of $251,846. Though the
extra revenue would certainly help,
the town decided to keep its tax levy
increase at 2.46%, which equals an
increase of $147,120. That amount
keeps the levy $104,720 under the
tax cap.
Mr. Conti said that despite the
pandemic, some of the municipality’s revenue streams actually outperformed projections for 2020. The
town’s mortgage tax revenue, for example, is approximately $358,000
so far this year, even though the
annual was originally projected at
$340,000. “We’re 105% of what we
continued on page 6
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WE ARE YOUR LOCAL ...
Clothing stores, hair salons, eateries, Realtors, security systems, dentists,
florists, toy stores, skin care professionals, interior designers, opticians,
coffee shops, educational services, bookstores, music schools, hardware
stores, garden shops, architects, jewelers, pizzerias, gift shops, home services,
art galleries and framers, preschools, furniture stores, restaurants, financial
planners, wellness and personal care, electronics and audio/video, wine and
liquor stores, major appliances, gems and minerals shops, artists’ studios,
kitchen and bath designers, cheese shops, therapists and counselors,
contractors, stone and masonry, residential property management, music
stores, orthodontists, private schools, window treatments, spa and wellness
studios, food purveyors, insurance agents, homeware stores, auctioneers
and appraisers, veterinarians, caterers, lawyers, home maintenance, vintage
wares, painting and wallpapering, home décor centers ... we are here for you!
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BY JACKIE ROMAN
The race for New York’s 40th Senate District hangs in the balance as
tens of thousands of absentee ballots await counting
across Westchester, Dutchess and
Putnam counties.
Currently, Rob
Astorino, the Republican
challenger, has a lead
of 8,046 votes
over Democratic
incumbent
state
Sen. Peter Harckham. This district
includes the towns
of Lewisboro and
Pound Ridge.
In New York,
mail-in absentee ballots may be received up to seven days after the election, as long as they are postmarked
by Election Day. So, the Board of
Elections didn’t even receive all its
absentee ballots until this Tuesday,
Nov. 10.
The timeline for counting these
ballots has now been pushed back
due to dozens of legal actions asking

courts in New York to intercede in
any ballot disputes. Election officials
in Westchester said absentee ballot
counting won’t begin until Wednesday, Nov. 18, and
warned that date is
still tentative.
Even with so
many absentee ballots still not tabulated, many local
elections have already declared a
winner. In those
races, the margins
enjoyed by the
current
leading
candidates are seen
as large enough to
withstand any future ballot count.
In two local races, the contests for
New York state Assembly in the 93rd
District and the 37th Senate District, that is exactly the case. Bedford
Town Supervisor Chris Burdick and
incumbent state Sen. Shelley Mayer
have declared themselves winners,
respectively, in these two races. Ms.
Mayer’s district includes the Town of
continued on page 14

At least 26 lawsuits
have been filed by
Republicans across
New York state
asking courts to
supervise absentee
ballot disputes.
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A flag-filled salute to veterans
The Town of Lewisboro held a ceremony on Veterans Day, which included the installation of a new flagpole at the
Town House. See Page 8 for more photos.

How will Bedford address
town supervisor succession?
BY JEFF MORRIS
With Town Supervisor Chris
Burdick’s apparent win in the election for a local state Assembly seat,
a question on the minds of many
residents is, What will happen to
his current position and the Bedford
Town Board after he is sworn in on
Jan. 1, 2021, in Albany?
That question took on greater significance when town board member
Kate Galligan announced last week
she would not seek reelection next
year. Although she will remain on
the board through the end of her
term next December, that seat will
be open the following year.
Mr. Burdick said in an interview
with The Record-Review that he
asked town attorney Eric Gordon to
confirm the procedure for filling a
vacancy in the supervisor position.
He said there was not a clear path to
follow until a local law was enacted
a few years ago to clarify the process.
Adopted June 16, 2015, Article IV,
“Filling Vacancies in Elective Office

‘We have a highly capable Town Board,
superb department heads, and dedicated and
hard-working employees who deliver a high
level of services to the community.’
— BEDFORD SUPERVISOR CHRIS BURDICK

by Appointment or Special Election”
spells out the procedure to be followed. It states that within 45 days
after the occurrence of a vacancy in
the office of the supervisor, the town
council or the town clerk, the vacancy may be filled by town board appointment. If an appointment is not
made within 45 days, the vacancy
may be filled by either a special election called by the town board, or in
the next general election, “whichever will allow the vacancy to be filled
in the shortest space of time reasonably possible.”

A special election has to be held
not less than 60 days and not more
than 90 days from the date the town
board decides to call for one.
The law goes on to specify that if a
vacancy in an elective office cannot
be filled by appointment, and the
time for holding a special election
occurs within 90 days of a general
or other special election, “the office
shall remain vacant until filled at a
special election on the same date as
the general election or previously
scheduled special election.” It states
continued on page 5

Field Goods thrives during the
pandemic while aiding libraries
BY JESSICA LEIBMAN
Over 10 years ago, Donna Williams
moved to the Hudson Valley from
New York City, and was inspired to
create a reliable outlet for local farms
to sell their products directly to consumers, called Field Goods.
In 2018, the company Hudson Harvest partnered with Field Goods with
the idea of expanding the geographic
scope, product base and customer
base of the original brand.
“What Donna built is a fantastic
foundation for a direct-to-consumer
platform of local food and so we’re
just expanding off of that,” said Michael Waterman, chief executive officer of Hudson Harvest.
Since their partnership began,
Hudson Harvest became the largest
locally-focused provider of local food
both through wholesale and the Field
Goods direct-to-consumer portion of
the company. They sell a mix of produce, dairy, grocery and meat, and according to Mr. Waterman, they split
sales between produce, grocery and
meat evenly.
Mr. Waterman added that Hudson
Harvest and Field Goods sources from
farms in the region and only sources
out-of-state for particular items like
avocados and limes. The closest farm
that Hudson Harvest sources from is
Hepworth Farms in upstate Milton.

Quarantines lead
to school closings
On Monday, Nov. 9, Superintendent of Schools Joel Adelberg and
Fox Lane Middle School Principal
Susan Ostrofsky sent out a letter
informing the BCSD community
that FLMS would
switch to remotelearning for the
remainder of this
past week.
Mr.
Adelberg
said the decision
was made based
on the number of
teachers and staff
that have to be
quarantined — 22
people — after being exposed to the
virus, which resulted in a staffing
shortage. At press
time, the district
had yet to send an
update as to whether hybrid instruction would resume on Monday.
Mr. Adelberg also announced this
week that individuals connected to
Mount Kisco Elementary School,
Pound Ridge Elementary School and

Bedford Village Elementary School
tested positive for COVID-19. In
each case, he said the impact was
minimal. At MKES, a small number
of first graders began quarantining
on Tuesday. At
PRES, a cohort of
second graders began quarantine on
Wednesday, along
with a number
of staff members.
There was also
a cohort of third
graders which was
not quarantined
but instructed to
engage in remote
learning for the
remainder of the
week. At BVES,
a cohort of second graders also
began quarantine
Wednesday, along with a number of
staff members.
All schools were able to continue
instruction for the rest of their students and staff “due to the time of
continued on page 3

A total of 22 teachers
and staff connected to
Fox Lane Middle
School were
quarantined after
being exposed to the
virus, resulting in a
staffing shortage.

North Salem 9

Peekskill 96

Somers 30

Lewisboro 13

Buchanan 8
Cortlandt 53
Croton-on-Hudson 10

Bedford 29

Yorktown 73

Pound Ridge 5

New Castle 37

Mount Kisco 45

Ossining Town 7
Ossining Village 87
Briarcliff Manor 12
Sleepy Hollow 37
Tarrytown 15
Irvington 7
Ardsley 10
Dobbs Ferry 29
Hastings-on-Hudson 10

Pleasantville 13

North Castle 40

Mount Pleasant 50
Elmsford 15
Greenburgh 68
White Plains 120
Harrison 62
Rye Brook 29
Port Chester 160
Scarsdale 9
Eastchester 31
Rye City 33
Mamaroneck Town 16
Mamaroneck Village 45
Larchmont 14

Tuckahoe 12
Bronxville 12
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Lewisboro Library Director Cynthia Rubino holding an order from Field Goods’ Nov.
5 delivery at the library.

In the beginning days of the pandemic, Field Goods experienced a
rapid week-long revamping of the
company.
“When the pandemic hit, we basically did what amounts to an emergency launch of a brand-new company,” Kim McLean, who works with
the pickup locations, supplying marketing and promotional programs for
Field Goods.

Mr. McLean said that prior to the
pandemic, Field Goods’ ordering system relied on community-based pickups mainly through local libraries.
He added that up until March, Field
Goods was working with 100 libraries.
When libraries closed, the company was forced to switch from group
pickup locations to individual home
continued on page 14

Yonkers 370

New Rochelle 229
Pelham 11
Mount Vernon 115

Pelham Manor 13
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COVID cases in Bedford continue to rise
Total confirmed COVID-19 cases in the Town of Bedford last week rose
to 29, up from 21 the previous week, the county reported Wednesday.
Cases in Lewisboro remained at 13. Pound Ridge cases increased by
one, to five.

