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Will Decatur County sell DCGH to
Lexington Hospital Corporation?
Special-called meeting set for Thursday, April 29 at 6 p.m. to determine
Commission denies funding
of TCAT by 10-6 vote
By Natasha Varnick

The Decatur County
Commission met Monday,
April 26 for their regularly
scheduled monthly meeting. While the hospital was
not on the agenda for this
meeting, it was stated that
there will be a specialcalled commission meeting on Thursday, April 29,
regarding the hospital. At
this meeting, the commission will be presented with
an opportunity to negotiate with Lexington Hospital Corporation regarding
a proposed sale of the hospital. According to Mayor
Mike Creasy, the hospital
would provide similar
services to what it did
when it was previously
open, but Decatur County
would not be involved in
running the hospital and
would not be held liable
for any costs related to the
hospital. The hospital
would provide ER services
with up to six beds and
would have up to 30 employees, as well as operating
the
ambulance
service. Lexington Hospital Corporation would invest $2 million over the
next five years to improve
the hospital facilities. They
would guarantee healthcare services for eight
years, and after eight years
of operating the hospital,
they would own the facility. If they leave before
eight years, the hospital
would revert back to the
county. This proposal will

be discussed in more detail at the meeting on April
29 at 6 p.m., with public
comment at 5:30 p.m.
Several items were discussed and voted on at the
Monday night meeting.
First of all, Beech Bend
Park will open for camping this weekend. The
commission approved new
rates for the campgrounds
at the park, which will go
into
effect
this
weekend. Also, the commission approved the purchase of a small office
building for the park manager. The building itself
costs $6,995, and the
county will add electrical,
furnishings and a window
A/C unit to the building
after it is set up at the
park. Commissioner April
Barrett recused herself
from the votes regarding
Beech Bend Park. She
stated that it was a conflict
of interests for her because her father runs a
campground, Riverview
RV Park, which is a competitor to Beech Bend
Park.
The commission also
discussed and voted on the
TCAT subsidy that was
originally presented at last
month’s meeting. Decatur
County had been asked to
contribute $500,000 toward the renovations of
the TCAT facility that
opened recently in Parsons. The vote on this item
was split, as 10 commissioners voted “no” and six
voted “yes.” Commission-

A special-called commission meeting will be held Thursday, April 29 at 6 p.m. regarding the hospital. At this
meeting, the commission will be presented with an opportunity to negotiate with Lexington Hospital Corporation regarding a proposed sale of the hospital. This meeting will be available to watch on Facebook at
TNL Today.

ers voting no were Mickey
Bond, Billy Wayne Goodman, April Barrett, Eugene
Tubbs, Don Funderburk,
Frank Naylor, Ed White,
Anthony Alexander, Joe
Keeton, and Kevin Cagle.
Commissioners voting yes
were Cathie Phillips, Gaylon Clift, Danny Eason,
Shirley Kelley, Teresa Tillman and David Boroughs.
Commissioners
Mike Box and Bryan
Smith were absent. Commissioner Barrett stated
that it was a good project
but bad timing for the
county with their current
financial situation. Commissioner Kevin Cagle

stated that his concern
was that there are a lot of
projects that need to be
completed in the county
right now, and they need
to know where the money
for these projects is coming from. Commissioner
Cagle made a motion that
the mayor compile a list of
all the projects that need to
be completed in the
county over the next 12
months, as well as the
costs for these projects
and the means for funding
them, and this motion was
approved by the commission.
County Attorney Geoffrey Lindley gave an up-

date on the BCBS lawsuit. He stated that he has
received a proposed settlement from BCBS, but he is
still negotiating this with
them, and he hopes to
have something to present
to the commission next
month. He also gave an
update on the money that
is owed to the IRS for unpaid payroll taxes from the
hospital. Tax attorney
Lance Einstein is negotiating the penalties and interest on these taxes with the
IRS, and he is waiting to
hear back from them regarding how much they
are willing to reduce these
costs.

In other business, the
commission approved the
resolution to accept the
USDA matching grant of
$100,000 to go toward the
Decatur County Emergency Communications
Restoration Program. The
remaining funds for this
project will come from
FEMA reimbursements
and from the general
fund.
One new notary was
also approved, Linda
Brasher. The next regular
county commission meeting will be Monday, May
24.

Saturation operation results in multiple arrests
On Tuesday, April 20, the Decatur County Sheriff’s Office
along with officers from the
24th Judicial District Gang Task
Force and several officers from
the 24th Judicial District conducted a law enforcement saturation of Decatur County. Over
the past few years, gang activity,
drug sales and violent crimes
have increased in Decatur
County. The focus of the saturation was to target gang members
and violent criminals, narcotics
enforcement, DUI enforcement,
probation and parole searches,
warrant service, traffic enforcement and focus on high crime
areas. The saturation was very
suc-

cessful leading to 19 arrests for
various law violations.
Sheriff Byrd and the Decatur
County Sheriff’s Office would
like to thank all of the agencies
who assisted in this operation including: Parsons Police Department, Scotts Hill Police
Department, Decaturville Police
Department, 24th Judicial District DTF, 24th Judicial District
Attorney’s Office, 24th Judicial
District Gang Task Force Officers from Carroll County Sheriff’s Office, Huntingdon Police
Department, Paris Police Department, Savannah Police Department
and
Tennessee
Highway Patrol Troopers and
Aviation.
The success of this operation
is due to the strong working relationship between these agencies in the task force.
Saturation Arrest 4/20/2021
Hanna
Rena
Dailey (5/17/1995) Capias (Failure to

pay Costs and Fines)
Dale
Eric
Snyder
(9/11/1993)Simple possession
schedule 6, DUI, Open Container, Drug Paraphernalia, traffic offenses
Freddie
Keith
Pusser
(1/12/1963)Possession Schedule
2 (meth) with intent, Drug Paraphernalia
Bradley
Ryan
Shelby
(7/23/1959)Drug Paraphernalia
Johnathan
Ben
Polk
(3/18/1987)Possession of Schedule 4 (Alprazolam)
Billy
Gene
Pearcy
(8/13/1944)Violation of Probation
Melanie Bishop (5/19/1973)
Drug Paraphernalia
Larry
Dale
Bivins (4/30/1971)Simple Possession Schedule 2 (meth), Drug
Paraphernalia
Christopher
David
Howard (5/14/1976) Capias
(Failure to Pay Costs and Fines)

Laura Clifton (3/19/1989)Possession without Prescription,
Drug Paraphernalia, Simple
Possession Schedule 2 (meth),
Simple Possession Schedule 2
(Amphetamine)
Zachary
Aaron
Ford (11/21/1988)Violation of
Probation
William
M.A.
Crawley (2/4/1993) Tampering with
Evidence, Drug Paraphernalia
Jacob Ray Keen (10/22/1992)
Simple Possession Meth, Drug
Paraphernalia, Driving on Revoked/Suspended 2nd offense,
Violation of Sentence, Jail Mittimus, Traffic Offenses
Madison
Michelle
Long (3/16/1998) Failure to Appear, Holds in Other Counties
Houston
Jauger
Crafton (1/16/1996) Evading Arrest, Driving on Revoked/Suspended
License,
Reckless
Driving, Traffic offenses, Felon
in Possession of Firearm, Fed-

eral Parole Violation, Holds in
Other Counties
Robert
Earl
Ping
Jr. (9/8/1985) Simple Possession
Marijuana, Drug Paraphernalia,
Possession of Schedule 2 Meth
Jeffery
Dale
Cunningham (7/3/1972) Possession of
Meth with Intent, Drug Paraphernalia
Joseph
Karl
Mangelsdorf (9/12/1959) Driving on Suspended/Revoked
license,
Speeding
Michael
A.
Funderburk (9/6/1961) Violation of Probation
Jerry
Lee
Moody (10/24/1984) Capias
(Failure to Pay Costs and Fines)
Danny Joe Tinin (8/16/1978)
Capias (Failure to Pay Costs and
Fines)
Britney
M.
Brewer (10/16/1988) Capias
(Failure to Pay Costs and Fines)

