Vol. 100 No. 48

Tolley
recognized

Tolley
The US Army recognized Alex Tolley last
week as their Player of
the Week after Riverside’s loss to Waverly in
the quarterfinals. The
Army recognizes a player
each week throughout
the state for their excellence on and off the field.
Head Coach Johnnie
Frost said of Tolley’s
honor, “Awesome award
for Alex to receive. I’m
sure there will be more to
come for Alex and many
more Panthers. We are
extremely proud of Alex.
He is very deserving of
this honor. He is the epitome of how hard work
will get you and your
team places no one
thinks you can go. He has
put his mark on our program for others to follow
and we couldn’t be more
thankful he was a part of
our success.” In the US
Army link they described
how they honor players
that exhibit character,
teamwork and leadership
both on and off the field.
They commented on Tolley’s 3.8 GPA, 29 ACT
score, love for his school,
his community and his
church. He hopes to become a chemistry teacher
and coach high school
football one day. Tolley
led the Panthers and
most of West Tennessee
in tackles with 114. He
had 21 tackles for a loss
as well from his outside
linebacker position with
three sacks. Tolley commented, “It’s awesome to
have that accolade next
to my name, but none of
it would be possible without God and the coaches
and teammates I have beside me. I have been very
blessed in my four years
here getting to wear the
blue and gold of Riverside and proud to be a
part of the tradition we
helped lead.”
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Renfroe charged with aggravated arson
A Parsons resident is facing a
charge of aggravated arson following a structure fire at 245 Butler Road in Parsons on Nov. 25.
According to reports, Decatur
County E-911 received a call at
10:58 p.m. of a man who was
making threats to burn down a
residence. Officer Cody Moody of
the Parsons Police Department
quickly responded and discovered
Dexter Colby Renfroe, 28, had apparently made good on his threat.
When Moody arrived at the scene,
the house was indeed on fire and
he called for help. Responding to

the scene to assist Parsons Police
were Parsons City Fire and Decaturville City Fire Departments.
Officer Moody was able to control the fire until tankers arrived
and the house was salvaged with
minimal damage. “Timing is
everything in a situation like this,”
said Parsons Fire Chief Dale King.
“It’s really fortunate that no one
was hurt and the house was able
to be saved.”
Chief King explained that the
City of Parsons implemented a
program in 2011 to train all city
police officers as firemen. “We

have two officers
on patrol at all
times, and in the
event of a fire, they
can respond to a
scene
immediately,” King noted.
He also pointed out Renfroe
that each patrol
unit is equipped with two 10
pound fire extinguishers, which
played a huge part in controlling
the fire on Butler Road until help
arrived.
The community as a whole has
benefitted from this program as it

has helped lower the ISO Protection Rating to a 3 which means
lower insurance premiums. The
City of Parsons is currently in the
top 13.2 percent of cities nationwide with an ISO Fire Protection
Classification of 3.
Renfroe was charged and taken
into custody Wednesday night an
appeared before Judge Rick Wood
in General Sessions Court Monday morning. His case was reset
until Dec. 7, 2020 but Renfroe is
expected to face more charges as
this case unfolds.
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Toby makes his way to Nashville
Toby is headed to the
state capital…well sort of.
His likeness, which was
skillfully created on top of
a Christmas ornament is
headed to the state capital.
Actually it was mailed last
week and has now been
opened to the wonderment of many at the highest levels of our state
government. In fact, creator Shane Bridges who

writes, directs and stars as
Toby in the annual Toby
Show has already heard
back from Nashville. “OH.
MY. GOODNESS!! It is incredible!!” was the response Bridges received
from Maddie Burnett, Tennessee Residence Event
Manager. “Wasn’t sure
what their response would
be, but I’m glad they liked
it,” said Bridges.

The Toby ornament will
proudly hang beside other
unique ornaments from
Tennessee’s 94 other
counties at the Tennessee
Residence as part of the
2020 Tennessee County
Ornament Project. One
artist is selected from each
county across the state to
design and create a Christmas ornament that will be
displayed on a Christmas

tree later this year.
The Toby Show, which
has become the centerpiece of Parsons’s growing
art community, is a perfect–– and unique––representation of creativity in
Parsons and Decatur
County. Congratulations to
Shane Bridges on being
selected as the artist from
Decatur County.

You are cordially invited
to attend the 2020 Decatur
County CHRISTmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony on
Monday, Dec. 7 around
the courthouse square in
Decaturville at 6 p.m. In
an attempt to continue
with our loved Decatur
County tradition and community event in celebrating the birth of our Lord
and Savior, we present Decatur County’s “A Simple
Christmas.”
Join us for carols and
prayer on the square with
beautifully
decorated
scenes for photos to treasure and the lighting of the
CHRISTmas tree.
While Santa will not be
available in his Santa
house for pictures, he will
still be making a special
stop at this year’s event.
Keep your eyes and ears
open to see if you can spot
him.
If you are unable to attend, just watch it live on
Facebook at TNL Today.
The Decatur County
CHRISTmas Tree will be
up and lit over the course
of the entire season. Feel
free to stop by at your convenience after the event
for more photos if unable
to attend the scheduled
event.
Visit our Facebook
event page or contact Teri
Kapp, 731-206-0452 with
questions or details.

Three Panthers selected to West Tennessee All-Star game
By Matt Hernandez

The first round of post season
awards were recently announced as Luke Lewis, Alec
Beasley and Malek Cannon were
selected to play in the annual
West Tennessee All-Star game
held in Jackson each year. Unfortunately the game has been
cancelled this year due to
COVID-19 concerns, but the
players selected still receive the
honor.
Head Coach Johnnie Frost
said, “Great honor for the three

young men from our team. Each
one was deserving of being
named to the team. Our team
was full of stars and we feel
more of our players should have
received the honor; however,
make no mistake about it Alec,
Luke and Malek are excellent
selections to represent our
team.” He continued, Their
achievements along with their
leadership, work ethic and desire to be the best just begins to
touch on what they meant to the
Riverside football program. We
love them and proud of them beyond words. We are very thankful, they have helped leave our
program better than when they
first arrived. I hope they realize
they will be sorely missed.”
Beasley has started since he
was a sophomore and was the

only player this
year to go both
sides of the ball
all season. He
was the anchor
of the offensive
line and a force
at linebacker as Beasley
he stayed in the
top five tackle leaders of West
Tennessee all season with 113
total and 12 for a loss. He had
three sacks while forcing and recovering three fumbles. Beasley
commented, “It’s an honor to be
one of the few players that get
the privilege to have an opportunity to play in the All-Star game.
I’m glad to see me and my teammates’ hard work has paid off to
get such an award. But I couldn’t
have done it without the help of
my teammates and coaches.”

Lewis

Cannon

Lewis has been a wrecking
crew on the defensive line during his four years at RHS as he
has already received All-State
honors from last year. The senior
finished with 71 total tackles
with a West Tennessee leading
24 for a loss. He recorded four
sacks and did most of this fighting off double team blocks.
Lewis said, “It’s a great honor to
be selected to the All-Star team.
It feels good to be recognized
from the media members
around the area along with my

peers. It also shows the football
program Coach Frost has built
these past few years. If you work
hard and follow the path the
coaches lay out for you, you can
complete any goals you have.”
Cannon completes the group
as the senior transfer definitely
did his part as the running back
showcased his speed and athleticism accumulating 1,106 yards
on the ground. The numbers reflect him missing the first four
games. He added, “This was the
best decision I could make transferring here. Everybody took me
right in and I was able to show
what I can do. Glad I got selected
along with Luke and Alec. Yeah
we could have had more, but
that is the way it goes sometimes. I enjoyed it.”

