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Sheriff’s Office
request funding
for increase in
child abuse cases
The following is a
statement issued by the
Dec. Co. Sheriff’s Office

Young Rivertime Players take the stage
The cast of “Little Red Riding Hood (and the Power Mutants)” perform a scene from the play over the weekend at The Hangar Performing Arts Center. See A2 for full story.

Radio Daze to headline
The Big Squeeze Friday
Boogie Woogie at 8 p.m.
at Robin’s Nest parking lot
By Rhonda Mitchell

People around Decatur
County are always talking
about not having special
events or entertainment.
Well, that will not be the
case on Friday, July 2,
2021!
The Big Squeeze, which
honors our veterans, kicks
off at 8 a.m. on July 2 with
a veterans breakfast,
lemonade stands all
around the county will be
selling delicious, cold
lemonade and other goodies from 10 a.m. until 2
p.m., scavenger hunters

will be delighted as they
check off the clues, a patriotic parade happens at 7
p.m. filled with strollers,
wagons, side by sides,,
golf carts, bicycles and
even tricycles, and then
the night’s big entertainment, free for everyone to
enjoy, starts Friday at 8
p.m.
Radio Daze kicks off
the night’s entertainment
with a diverse repertoire
capturing
the
many
sounds of almost every era
of the 20th century, including the swing era of the
1930’s and 40’s, the non-

stop fun of 50’s pop, the
smooth sounds of Motown, the soul of disco,
classic rock and even
R&B! Radio Daze has
been entertaining the
Nashville area since 1994
with strong vocals and
harmonies accompanied
by a large orchestra. There
will be music to satisfy the
varied musical tastes of
everyone.
You will not want to
miss swingin’ to “The Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy,”
doing the twist to — what
else — “The Twist” dancing the electric slide to
“Mustang Sally” or funkin’
out to “Play that Funky
Music.” If you need to slow
down a bit, they can play a
romantic tune just for you,

such as “When I Fall in
Love” or “Unforgettable”
or “Let’s Stay Together.”
What better way to
honor our veterans than
by supporting a day to
show that you care and
enjoy your time doing so.
It has been said: “America
without her soldiers would
be like God without his angels” and that is so true.
Another thing that is true
is that you can have a
great time and an enjoyable day and night on July
2.
For more information
watch for weekly updates
and schedules in The
News Leader. If you have
questions, call 731-8476354.

COVID-19 has affected
every single American in
ways that set a new standard
for how we live our lives for
generations to come.
COVID-19 caused us to
have to quarantine, temporarily close our businesses, social distance, wear
masks, all of which had a
global impact on our economy. Despite all of these
new challenges, we will
adapt to these new lifestyle
changes an eventually find a
new normal.
There is an effect that
COVID-19 had that is just
now coming to light and that
is the increase in the number of child abuse and exploitation cases. Studies
have shown that these cases
are on the rise not only in
our county but across the
state and even the country.
Experts attribute this rise in
cases to COVID because it
forced children to be at
home more and also created
and “online” trend that has
our children more available
to predators than ever before.
The Decatur County
Sheriff’s Office noticed this
increase in the number of
cases and immediately
started taking steps to address this new pandemic of
child abuse and exploitation.
We recognized that if we
didn’t get ahead of this, it
would soon be too overwhelming and we would be
behind the curve.
The Sheriff’s Office has
been exploring new and innovative ideas to address
this problem. We have personnel that have some experience with these cases and
have given them the task of
working on these cases.
These personnel split their

normal duties with working
these cases and we quickly
learned that this is a very
short term solution.
We also sought out help
from an expert in this field.
We brought on Investigator
Glen Buckley, former child
sex abuse investigator, as a
reserve deputy to train and
assist our department. Investigator Buckley has over
15 years experience investigating and prosecuting
these cases and volunteers
his time to help us rescue
these children.
What we have found is
that we have limited resources to investigate these
cases and rescue our children but we are committed
to seeing this through and
saving our children is a top
priority of the sheriff’s department.
Sheriff Byrd and the executive staff have asked the
county commission to fund
a new investigator position.
The new investigator would
have the sole duty of investigating and prosecuting
these cases. On Monday
night, Sheriff Byrd, his executive staff, and Investigator
Buckley addressed the
county commission in a
budget meeting to explain
the importance of this new
position. Investigator Buckley and Sheriff Byrd challenged the commission to
create this position so that
we never have to look at a
child and tell them we are
sorry we couldn’t save you
because of a lack of resources.
It is ingrained in our DNA
to protect our children. We
have a moral and ethical responsibility to protect those
who can’t protect themselves.
The county commission
votes next Monday night on
whether or not to fund the
new investigator position.
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Local schools are busy places...even in the summer
By Natasha Varnick

The Decatur County
Board of Education met
for its regularly scheduled
monthly meeting on
Thursday, June 10. The
principals from each
school gave an update on
the summer activities at
their schools. Mr. Hugh
Smith, principal of Riverside High School, stated
that the inside of the

school is being repainted
this summer. He also
stated that there are several new programs starting in the fall. First, the
CNA program will be
changing to an LPN program, where students will
have the opportunity to
complete
their
LPN
coursework before leaving
high school. Also, a Theater Arts program will be
starting at the high school,
which will be led by Mrs.
Penny Lindsey. Mr. Smith
said that there are lots of
activities going on at the
school for band, dance
team, cheerleaders and
sports teams throughout
the summer, and that he is

excited to have activity at
the school this year. There
are also seven teachers
from RHS who will be taking classes this summer to
become ACT certified,
which will help these
teachers better prepare
students to take the ACT
exam.
Mr. Keith Walker, principal of Decatur County
Middle School, stated that
he has approximately 60
students in summer school
each day throughout the
month of June. The students are in classes on
Mondays through Thursdays, and they go on field
trips on Fridays to places
like Mousetail Landing

State Park, Discovery
Park, and the movies. Mr.
Walker stated that many
DCMS students are busy
with sports, cheer, and
dance throughout the
summer as well. There are
also three teachers at
DCMS who are taking
coursework this summer
to prepare them to begin
teaching CTE classes at
the middle school this fall,
which will help prepare
the middle school students
to take high school CTE
classes.
Mr. Scott King, principal of Parsons Elementary
School, said that he has
about 130 students students in summer school

each day in June. Their
schedule is the same as the
middle
school,
with
classes every day except
Friday, which are field trip
days. Mr. King also stated
that they are trying out a
new program for ELA next
year and that he had received a grant to purchase
a sound system for the
school. This sound system
will be set up in the cafeteria/auditorium, and it will
be very useful during student performances, assemblies, awards days and
graduations.
The board is working
on several items for the
fall that have not yet been
finalized, and these will be

discussed further at the
next meeting. They are
considering adding a driver’s education program
at RHS, and the Director
of Schools, Christ Villaflor,
is gathering more information on this for the next
meeting. Regarding a
building update on the
CTE building, the contractors are getting their bids
together, and the board
should have more information on bids by the first
week of July.
The next board of education meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 8.

