
In the past six years, Rappahannock County has evolved its trash and refuse 
collection system at two dump sites into a more e�cient program emphasizing 
recycling and cost savings. The images below show the changes at Flatwood Refuse 
and Recycling Center; similiar upgrades were made at the Amissville site. 

Savings breakdown:

$190,564 - Change to 
Page County for refuse 
and recycling services 

$80,000 - Leachate 
collection system 
upgrades

$58,116 - Net benefit 
(cost reduction + 
revenue) from the new 
refuse sticker/decal 
program with Culpeper 
County

$22,500 in estimated 
expense savings from 
less trash coming to 
the landfill – amount of 
waste has dropped by 
15-17% at Amissville, 
which reduced the 
cost;  income from the 
decals was accurate as 
of 28 October. 

$12,000 In metal 
recycling revenue 

Transforming trash collection 

Refuse and Recycling program 
savings across a population of 
7,400 people served at both 
Flatwood and Amissville centers.

Total weight of waste In tons per quarter at both locations

$363,180 total savings

SOURCE: Rappahannock County manager Garrey Curry

*Fiscal year is from July 1 - June 30
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Flatwood Refuse and Recycling Center tranformation:

FY 2023 cost savings

Q3  FY 2024 waste breakdown:

Area for
roll-o� 
containers

Plastic 2.1%

Paper 1.6%

Glass 1.8%

Cardboard 2.7%

Tires 0.7%
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solid waste
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“The Dump”: 
Open pit of rubbish 
surrounded by 
barbed wire and 
covered with an 
often-malfunctioning 
mechanical roof.

Recycling 
station

BEFORE

Compactor and
Receiver containers

New recycling and bulk
roll-o� containers

The Free Shack Lions plastics and
automotive oil recycling  

O�ce

Electrical upgrades 
allowed for a new 
hydraulic system. 
Now, two compactors 
crush trash into bales 
that are collected 
daily by Page County.

Residents can sort their 
recycling into bins that 
are regularly collected 
and replaced.

Page County 
refuse containerRecycling bins

Compactor 

Containers for 
scrap metal/
appliance removal

AFTER

A program went into e�ect after Q2 that 
requires people to have a sticker or permit 
proving county residency to use either site. 


