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Six home games at 
Alexander highlight 
Boilers’ 2015 slate

WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. — Six home 
weekends and 25 home games at Alex-
ander Field highlight Purdue baseball’s 
2015 schedule, unveiled by head coach 
Doug Schreiber.

The Boilermakers are scheduled to 
host Northern Illinois (March 13-15), 
Rutgers (March 20-22), Butler (March 
27-28), Iowa (April 3-5), Maryland 
(April 24-26) and Penn State (May 
14-16) for their home weekends. 
Valparaiso (March 18), Kent State 
(March 24), Western Michigan 
(March 31), IPFW (April 1 and April 
15), Indiana State (April 21), Ball State 
(April 22) and Illinois State (April 28) 
also visit Alexander Field for midweek 
action.

Purdue is scheduled to play in a pair 
of four-team tournaments during the 
pre-Big Ten portion of the schedule. 
The Boilermakers will take on Texas 
A&M-Corpus Christi, Sam Houston 
State (twice) and Missouri the weekend 
of Feb. 20-22 at the Minor League Base-
ball stadium in Corpus Christi, which 
is home to Houston Astros double-A 
affiliate in the Texas League.

The following weekend Purdue is 
slated to travel to the state of Arizona 
for the first time in program history for 
Arizona State’s Phoenix Muni Classic. 
The Boilermakers are scheduled to 
take on Gonzaga (twice), ASU and 
CSU Bakersfield at Phoenix Municipal 
Stadium. The Sun Devils’ new home 
field opened in 1964, underwent major 
renovations in 2003 and most recently 
served as the Oakland A’s spring 
training home.

Weather permitting, Purdue is 
scheduled to play 15 home games over 
a 24-day stretch from March 13 through 
April 5. Northern Illinois is the opponent 
for the home-opening weekend and 
the Boilers’ first two Big Ten series are 
at home (vs. Rutgers and Iowa). Butler 
filled the open weekend in Purdue’s Big 
Ten schedule and the coaches decided 
to play the first two games of the series 
at Alexander Field and the Sunday, 
March 29, series finale at Bulldog Park 
in Indianapolis.

The March 13 home opener would 
match the earliest in program history. The 
1996 team also played at home on March 
13. The early 1990s saw the Boilers play 
their first home game no later than St. 
Patrick’s Day four times as well. The 2002 
team’s March 20 home opener marks 
the earliest Purdue has played at home 
during Schreiber’s first 16 years as head 
coach.

Although the number of home and 
true road games is equal at 25 apiece 
on the original schedule, there is 
another road-heavy stretch from April 
7 through May 12. The Boilermakers 
will be on the road for four of the five 
weekends during that stretch, including 
back-to-back road trips to Illinois and 
Michigan in April and Michigan State 
and Nebraska in May.

Purdue hosts Iowa for the third year 
in a row and fourth time in the last five 
years. Conversely, the Boilers travel to 
Michigan State for the third year in a row 
and fourth time in the last five years. Pur-
due also visits Champaign-Urbana for the 
third year in a row after the Illini traveled 
to West Lafayette for the final two years 
of Lambert Field.

Former Purdue assistant/associate head 
coach Jeff Duncan brings his Kent State 
team to campus for a March 24 midweek 
date. The Boilers have not played KSU since 
the 2012 NCAA Regional Purdue hosted in 
Gary. Duncan is in his second year as the 
leader of the Golden Flashes.

Another familiar face in a new place 
is former Indiana coach Tracy Smith, 
now the head coach at Arizona State. 
And while ASU, CSU Bakersfield and 
Gonzaga are all first-time opponents for 
Purdue at that tournament, Schreiber is 
quite familiar with the ASU program af-
ter spending four years as an assistant 
in Tempe from 1995-98.

Even though Maryland and Rutgers 
are new to the Big Ten, the Boilers have 
played them as recently as 2012 and 
2010, respectively. Arizona State, Indiana 
State, Kent State, Louisville, Maryland, 
Nebraska and Sam Houston State are the 
teams on Purdue’s schedule that quali-
fied for the NCAA Regionals a year ago. 
Louisville advanced to the College World 
Series for the second year in a row and 
Maryland won a Regional as well.

Nebraska returns to the schedule 
after it was among the Big Ten rivals the 
Boilers did not play last season. However, 
this year’s non-play opponents around the 
conference have been absent from the 
schedule often as of late. Purdue does 
not play Indiana, Minnesota, Northwest-
ern and Ohio State during 2015 regular 
season. The Boilermakers did not play IU 
and Minnesota during the regular season 
in 2012 and 2013. Northwestern is on 
the non-play list for the second year in a 
row and Purdue did not take on OSU as 
recently as 2010 and 2011.
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Braden Atwood, a redshirt senior in the College of Technology,  holds his 
stance during wrestling practice on Wednesday at Lambert Fieldhouse.

By BROCK REISH
Staff Reporter

Some college athletes dread the last 
day of their senior year. For many, it 
marks the end of a decade or more of 
total commitment to their sport, but for 
one Purdue senior, graduation this May 
means anything but the end of wrestling.

Braden Atwood has goals of coaching 
in Division I and competing at the inter-
national level as an Olympian. Dreams 
of this magnitude do not show up over-
night; they are the result of a lifetime 
of commitment, hard work and goal-
setting. Atwood has spent his entire life 
thus far committed to his sport.

“I started wrestling when I was five,” At-
wood explained. “My dad was the coach. 
He didn’t let me compete for a couple 
years, but I just got a start rolling around. 
After that, I never really looked back.”

Atwood went on to have a successful ca-
reer at Delphi High School where he was 
a three-time placewinner at the Indiana 
High School State Championships, but 
his goals extended far beyond high school 
athletics. In fact, when asked what was the 
proudest moment of his career, Atwood 
did not say a word about his high school 
victories or any of his numerous awards as 
a collegiate athlete. Instead, he recalled his 
offer to wrestle as a Boilermaker.

“I won a couple tournaments, but 
(my proudest moment was) getting that 
offer to come wrestle for Purdue,” At-
wood said. “I grew up around here and 
… I always said I was going to be a Pur-
due Boilermaker. When the time finally 
came, when Coach gave me an offer, I 
took it and ran with it.”

Atwood’s time at Purdue thus far has 
been impressive to say the least, but he 
is constantly setting goals and striving 
to reach them. Instead of naming a title 
he is shooting for or a record he hopes 

to claim, when asked about his personal 
goals, Atwood addressed the question in 
a different manner.

“(My personal goal) is to score as 
many points as possible, just staying 
offensive (and to) stay attacking. If I 
do that, it will take care of the set goals, 
… winning a Big Ten title and winning 
a national title.”

Only time will tell if Atwood’s goal 
of an offensive season will pay off with 
those titles, but one thing is for sure: 
this senior will not let the end of this 
season be the end of his involvement 
in the wrestling community.

“(My) plans for the future (are to) 
stay (training at Purdue) as long as 
possible…I want to wrestle with Coach 
and train and keep competing … ,” At-
wood said. He plans to remain com-
petitive by wrestling freestyle after 
graduation with hope of traveling on 
a world team and eventually becoming 
an Olympian.

“I don’t want to look back on life and 
say I didn’t give it a shot,” he explained 
when talking about his career goals. “I 
want to coach Division I and be a part 
of a winning program.”

Fortunately for Purdue wrestling, At-
wood has six more months to share his 
talent and represent the Boilermakers on 
the mat. The coaches are excited for him 
and his fellow seniors this season.

“It is really unique to have such good 
leadership on the team,” said assistant 
coach Tyrel Todd while talking about 
Atwood and his classmates on the team.

Braden Atwood is surely someone 
to keep an eye on going into this wres-
tling season and beyond. Hanging up 
the Purdue singlet this May will not be 
the end of his presence in the wrestling 
community. In fact, if his goals pan 
out, college wrestling may just be the 
beginning.

Wrestler won’t let graduation end his athletic career


