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What’s Inside

Newly renovated University Hall 
opens its doors to students and fac-
ulty again. The building now includes 
classrooms, student commons, and study 
rooms for students to freely use.

02 University Hall Rededication

The Purdue Student Sustainability 
Council is a club that aims to promote 
sustainability on campus. The club hosts 
events and works to educate students on 
climate change.

Green Week

Purdue soccer unfortunately misses 
qualifying for the Big Ten Women’s 
Soccer Tournament and ends its 2025 
season early. The Boilermakers hope to 
step up for the future and to continue to 
grow the soccer program.

Soccer Season Recap
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BY OLIVIA MAPES
Editor-In-Chief

Indiana University reversed course Thursday 
to once again let the “Indiana Daily Student” 
print special editions of the newspaper. The 
decision came just hours after Jim Rodenbush, 
the former director of the paper, who was fired 
because he allegedly refused to censor the paper, 
filed a lawsuit against the university for wrongful 
termination.

Rodenbush, who had been the media direc-
tor for eight years, filed a lawsuit in the Southern 
District of Indiana that seeks reinstatement to 
his job and monetary damages after he was fired 
Oct. 14.

“In a direct assault on the rights guaranteed 
by the First Amendment, IU fired James Roden-
bush when he refused the directive to censor stu-
dent work in the campus newspaper and print 
only fluff pieces about the upcoming homecom-
ing festivities,” the complaint reads.

As the student media director of the IDS, 
Rodenbush said his job was often as a go-be-
tween for the media school and the student 
editors. Normally these conversations were built 
around advice or ideas, until the university sent 
him a directive to not put news in the upcoming 
Homecoming special edition and future printed 
editions.

“Nothing ever felt like an order until this one,” 
Rodenbush said.

He said there were no specific articles he 
could think of that would lead the university to 
want to censor the paper. He did have a feeling 
something more was coming, but he thought the 
university would pressure him, not fully fire him.

“They went right for the nuclear option,” 
Rodenbush said. “I was shocked but not sur-
prised.”

The university asked for the IDS to create two 
versions of the homecoming edition — one with-
out any news that would be distributed on cam-
pus and one with news that could be distributed 

around Bloomington.
The decision didn’t make sense financially 

since printing multiple versions would mean 
the printing press would have to do two separate 
runs, doubling the price, Rodenbush said.

The university then cut the IDS’ print entirely, 
framing it as a cost-saving measure similar to its 
decision to stop having weekly print last year.

“IU is within their rights to make budget de-
cisions, but that decision has to be content neu-
tral,” Rodenbush said.
IDS now to be printed

The editors of the IDS found out they could 
print again in a letter from IU Chancellor Dave 
Reingold.

“(I have) authorized the financial office to al-
low the IDS, under the supervision of The Media 
School, to use their established budget through 
June 30, 2026, as the editors see fit—so long as 
they remain true to their budgetary parameters,” 
the letter read.

CHARLIE STAPLETON | PHOTO & VIDEO EDITOR
The statue of Pulitzer Prize-winning war 
correspondent and Indiana Daily Student 
alum Ernie Pyle holds a copy of The Pur-

due Exponent’s IDS solidarity edition.

IU reverses 

decision to 

stop printing 

student 

paper as fired 
director sues 

university

SARAH WIEDERKEHR | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
The newly renovated doors to University Hall will 
welcome Purdue students into the College of Lib -
eral Arts’ primary space.
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BY ALFREDO DI PALMA
Staff Reporter

Across many college campuses in 
the United States, fears of deporta-
tion and silencing have run ram-
pant among international students 
during President Trump’s adminis-
tration. News of deportation, travel 
restrictions, and uncertainty have 
clouded the experience of being an 
international student.

But at Purdue, the atmosphere 
feels different.

“It has been great. I came here for 
BGRi. (It was a) great experience. I 
like chatting with all our interna-
tional students,” said Henry Rivera, 
an international freshman in me-
chanical engineering.

“So far, there have been no bad 
experiences really.”

Rivera said Purdue creates a wel-
coming environment for interna-
tional students, and that he has not 
felt like an outsider.

“I definitely feel American here, 
(and) I can only say I’ve had posi-
tive experiences really,” Rivera said.

Students who have seen the cli-
mate shift around being an inter-
national student from the Biden 
administration to the Trump ad-
ministration also seem to echo Ri-
vera’s sentiment.

“I wouldn’t say my experience has 
changed. Campus, culture, friend-
ships, everything has remained 
the same, and I have not faced any 
racism or xenophobia because of 
(the administration change) or any 
stigma because I’m an international 
(student),” said a senior who asked 
to remain anonymous for reasons 
relating to being identified back 
home. “I always fit in here, and I 
still feel totally safe on campus. No 
worries, no self-consciousness of 
being international or different, I fit 
in perfectly.”

Purdue saw a decline in the num-
ber of international undergraduate 
students compared to last year, go-
ing from around 11,000 down to 
4,000 this year.

“Over half couldn’t make it be-
cause they didn’t get their visa or 
opted not to come, but I’m glad 
those who came did, because the 
experience is really worth it,” said 
the anonymous student.

Some international students at 
Purdue have had their visas re-
voked, and Purdue has taken action 
to prevent such occurrences.

“As is the case with universi-
ties across the country, Purdue has 
been in contact with any individual 
who has been impacted by a change 

in their visa status,” 
spokesperson Trev-
or Peters said in a 
statement. “Pur-
due continues to 
provide support 
to those im-
pacted, con-
sistent with 
our respon-
sibilities as 
a host insti-
tution.”

The same 
anonymous stu-
dent is very involved 
in the Purdue community, and 
commented on the efficacy of 
Purdue International Stu-
dents & Scholars.

“I have heard stories of Purdue 
ISS assisting students last-minute if 
they need it, and they usually help 
you with any documents you need 
really quickly,” the student said. 
“ISS has workshops, so you can al-
ways ask them.”

Student perspective is impor-
tant. Purdue can say that they pro-
tect their students, but what their 
students feel is the real measure of 
said protection. Just as important 
as feeling protected, guidance is 
always welcome, and the senior in-

ternational student has 
words of advice.

“Stay focused on your studies, 
join clubs, and participate as nor-
mal because the Purdue campus 
and West Lafayette are very friend-
ly to foreign students. You should 
not be concerned to be yourself, be 
out there.”

International students are not 
just an important part of the vividly 
diverse United States population, 
but also a cornerstone of the Boiler-
maker community.

Amidst national fears, Purdue international 

students find a home away from home

See IDS | Page 3
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BY ELIJAH GUISON-DOWDY
Columnist

On my YouTube feed, I occasionally get recommend-
ed videos of people describing their relationships with 
their artificial intelligence girlfriends. I go into these vid-
eos hoping to get a good chuckle at mentally deranged, 
talking-to-yourself, and tipping-a-fedora kind of indi-
viduals. But to my complete surprise, I find normal peo-
ple? Financially stable, socially adept, and even married 
people, nonchalantly discussing their loving, supposed-
ly stable relationships with an AI girlfriend. One striking 
video I came across by “CBS Mornings” reported a man 
with an AI girlfriend, a real life girlfriend, and a kid. The 
man was unsure if he would stop his AI relationship if 
his real life girlfriend asked.

The way people like this casually embrace and talk 
about their AI companions almost makes me forget how 
insane it is that people are literally choosing non-living, 
and even animé-like figures over real life people. And 
yet living in complete dissonance, people accept and rel-
ish this choice. What’s even scarier is that these aren’t 
one off instances either. AI relationship platforms are 
exploding, with websites like “CharacterAI” and “Can-
dyAI” accruing tens of millions of monthly users.

But while AI relationships are often absurd and des-
perate, I nonetheless somewhat sympathize with some 
users.

Don’t get me wrong, a chatbot can’t be your friend. 
A friend is someone you do things with, someone con-
scious, someone who wants to be with you, someone 
who is human and real. At an even more intimate level, 
AI most definitely can’t be your girlfriend. Girlfriends 
must choose to love you. AI has no cognition of you, can’t 
consent to loving you, or believe in its affectionate state-
ments. It’s a commodification of love. It’s an algorithmic 
yesman simulating love for profit. An AI girlfriend is the 
equivalent of running a program that prints “I love you.”

But what about an AI user who is aware of its facade 
and just fulfilling their need for validation, substantive 
conversations, and social interaction? What if they are 
completely happy with this simulation? Even though 
you can’t be in a relationship with an AI, for some they 
can satisfy social needs.

MIT Media Lab’s “A Computational Analysis of 
Human-AI Companionship in Reddit’s AI Commu-
nity” found that in online posts where people dis-

‘I love you?’

A look into the evolving 
relationships between 
humans and ‘AI girlfriends.’

Column

See AI | Page 3

We’re launching an advice column! 
Scan the QR code below to anony-

mously submit predicaments, con-

fessions, or just about anything:
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BY BRAETON LAMBRIGHT
Staff Reporter

The renovation of University Hall, 
the oldest building on campus, has 
finally been completed and is now 
open for all students.

The project cost about $26 million 
and took almost two years to com-
plete. A rededication ceremony was 
held in the morning Oct. 25.

University Hall is the only remain-
ing building of Purdue’s six original 
buildings.

Construction on University Hall 
began in 1874 just north of State 
Street, and ended in 1877 when it 
opened its doors for the first time.

“Can you imagine, as a young stu-
dent coming up the street, the excite-
ment and thrill you must’ve felt to 
see this building and the other four 
original buildings of the campus?” 
said Joel Ebarb, the interim dean of 
Liberal Arts.

The original University Hall held 
the school’s first library, some class-
rooms, the chapel, and the presi-
dent’s office.

“Building all that we do at Purdue 
one brick higher has been the man-
tra of my university ever since,” said 
John Norberg, who was representing 
John Purdue.

Before John Purdue died in 1876, 
he requested to be buried in front of 
University Hall, and his wish was ful-
filled. Today, students can visit the 
grave of John Purdue just outside 
Memorial Mall.

University Hall had two earlier 

renovations, one in 1923 and one in 
1961.

In 1923, the grand staircase within 
University Hall was filled in to make 
more usable space. In 1961, it re-
ceived a touch-up to the structural 
support, the utilities were modern-
ized, and the original brick on the ex-

terior of the hall was preserved.
In September 2023, the third ren-

ovation and restoration of University 
Hall began. This time, the construc-
tion team aimed to preserve as much 
of University Hall as possible, such 
as the wood of the attic, which they 
have turned into bookmarks.

The construction team was able 
to salvage some of the cast-iron col-
umns that held up University Hall.

Two of the original cast-iron col-
umns would be reinstalled on the 
first floor, another two on the third 
floor, and another two in the south 
stairwell.

On top of preserving the cast iron 
columns, an original piece of the 
wooden support beams was pre-
served and refinished. From 1871, 
the piece was placed into a bookcase-
themed wall, symbolizing the past of 
Purdue and the future generations to 
come.

Marcel Sassola III, the CEO of Ge-
neTx360 and a Purdue alum, would 
donate $5 million to the renovation 
project. Now, the new student com-
mons within University Hall is dedi-

cated to him for his generous dona-
tion.

“The building holds such a deep 
history for Purdue and will now be 
the starting point for every new stu-
dent’s journey on campus tour,” Sas-
sola said. “To know that my name 
will be recognized here in such a 
meaningful place is most humbling 
and inspiring.”

Along with Sassola, many others 
contributed to the renovation proj-
ect.

“The University Hall renovation 

project is a rededication of our sup-
port to the study of humanities, the 
arts, and social sciences at Purdue, 
where our faculty, staff, and students 
continue to carry out top-notch re-
search and learning in these areas 
essential to our university,” accord-
ing to a blurb from Mung Chiang in 
the ceremony’s pamphlet. 

With University Hall opening 
its doors once more, the College of 
Liberal Arts will be moving into the 
building in the coming weeks as staff 
settle into their new offices.

One brick higher: University Hall renovation complete

SARAH WIEDERKEHR | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
A banner displayed on the third floor of University Hall showcases the im-
pact the newly renovated building will make for Boilermakers.

SARAH WIEDERKEHR | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Marcel Sassola III, a 1983 Purdue pharmacy graduate, stands in front of his 
dedication sign in University Hall.

SARAH WIEDERKEHR | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
“John Purdue,” a speaker at the event, reflects on the legacy of University 
Hall and shares that, however long it stands, the building will honor Pur-
due’s history.
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Wednesday
Officers were dispatched in the 1100 block of Third Street 

about 10:45 p.m. regarding an incident of alcohol poison-
ing. The patient was cooperative according to Captain 
Kang, however a fake ID was retrieved from their wallet. 
This incident was documented and forwarded to the pros-
ecutor’s office for further review.
Thursday

Someone reported an incident of possible identity theft 
to the PUPD headquarters about 11:30 a.m. They had re-
ceived an email regarding a new credit card that they had 
not applied for. No financial loss occurred, but they wanted 
to document what happened.

Someone was reportedly sitting on a public transit bus 
about 6 p.m. when the person sitting next to them touched 
their shoulder/face area. This made the person feel unsafe, 
and they wanted to report it to the police. This event is still 
being investigated at this time in order to identify the per-
son and their motive.

Tuesday
A package was reported stolen about 1:30 p.m. in the 100 

block of South Chauncey Avenue. There are currently no 
suspects.

A harassment was reported about 1:50 p.m. in the 700 
block of North Salisbury Street.
Wednesday

A fraud was reported about 1:45 p.m. in the 2800 block 
of Northwestern Avenue, where a male claiming to be ICE 
was attempting to get an international student to send cash 
cards.

A battery was reported about 3:40 p.m. in the 200 block 
of South Street and a male was warned for trespass.

A package theft was reported about 5:50 p.m. in the 200 
block of South Chauncey Avenue. There are currently no 
suspects.

Damage to a stop sign was reported about 9:15 p.m. near 
the intersection of Vine Street and Wiggins Street.

Danielle Daniels, 19, was arrested for alleged possession 
of controlled substances in the 1600 block of Sagamore 
Parkway.
Thursday

A hit-and-run was reported about 7 p.m. in the 300 block 
of South Chauncey Avenue.

All person(s) charged or preliminarily charged are pre-
sumed innocent until found guilty in a court of law.

- Compiled by Carys Tesch, staff reporter, and Aditi Ka-
padia, campus editor

PURDUE
POLICE BEAT

STOLEN BIKE COUNTER

WEST LAFAYETTE

BY ALEYCE GREEN 
Staff Reporter

Purdue is the only school in 
the Big Ten that does not have a 
climate action plan, but for soph-
omores Kate Lentsch and Ashlyn 
Walker, this does not turn them 
away from inspiring change on 
campus but instead pushes them 
to move forward in their efforts.

Both Lentsch and Walker are a 
part of the Purdue Student Sus-
tainability Council, a club that 
promotes sustainable living for 
students on campus.

Walker, a natural resources 
and environmental science 
major, is president of the club. 
She said that it can be hard for 
college students to live sustain-
ably. Walker also mentioned the 
dining courts and dorm living 
as some obstacles for students 
wanting to be more sustainable.

“You recycle, but it all just goes 
in the same trash bin,” Lentsch 
said.

The club is made up of four 
committees that tackle different 
aspects of sustainability issues 
on campus. The committees are 
Erase the Waste, Outreach, Cli-
mate, and Friday Night Lights.

Lentsch, the climate commit-
tee lead, talked about how the 
club tries to promote sustain-
ability initiatives on campus. The 
club has done tote bag paint-
ing to reduce plastic bag usage, 
thrift crawls, and fun educational 
events.

The club also uses the holiday 

season to its advantage by giving 
informative presentations to its 
members at its meetings.

The club’s last meeting fo-
cused on how many pumpkins 
go to landfills and produce meth-
ane, as a recent favorite way to 
spread awareness to members of 
their club.

But they don’t just work within 
their council to inform others. 
One of their periodic campaigns 
from their Erase the Waste com-
mittee is a “food scrape.” The 
committee focuses on being 
mindful of how much food stu-
dents take in dining halls.

During a food scrape, mem-
bers of the club will table inside 
dining courts with a clear bin 
and a scale. Students will dump 
their food into the large bin and 
be able to see the effect of food 
waste.

“It’s a visual to represent how 
much food waste can come from 
a couple hundred students in 
just a few hours at dining halls,” 
Walker said.

The club generated over 100 
pounds of waste from the stu-
dents who stopped by, according 
to Walker.

Lentsch said generating waste 
can be easy since students do not 
think about the waste uneaten 
food can cause.

“You put it on a conveyor belt, 
and it kind of just goes away,” 
Lentsch said. So by doing a food 
scrape, it’s like putting it in your 
face and showing you how much 

food you’re taking.”
For their ongoing Halloween 

event, the club has put dona-
tion boxes around campus for 
students to donate old costumes 
and clothes in an attempt to curb 
the waste that comes from Hal-
loween.

After Nov. 10, the club mem-
bers will collect the items and 
take them to From My Hands To 
Yours and The Salvation Army.

One of their other commit-
tees, Friday Night Lights, focuses 
on simply going around campus 
buildings every Friday and turn-
ing off any lights that remain on. 
Students volunteer for an hour to 
help conserve energy.

“It’s easy to assume that some-
body else is coming in after your 
class or that somebody else is go-
ing to turn them off, but usually 
that’s not the case,” Walker said.

Walker also said that Friday 
Night Lights is a simple way to be 
involved.

“We’re just trying to make sure 
people understand they can get 
involved and that you don’t have 
to be super into it,” Lentsch said.

Lentsch and Walker have both 
been in the club for two  years, 
and they’re just as passionate 
about its mission since they first 
joined.

“The climate action commit-
tee called out to me because we 
hear all about pollution, climate 
change, and global warming, but 
it gave me a tangible way to apply 
that,” Lentsch said.

The club is an important part 
of Purdue’s campus, Walker said.

“I think it’s really important 
for us to use the knowledge we’ve 
gained through our studies and 
then help present that in a more 
palatable way for students,” 
Walker said. “I think currently 
a lot of people tie sustainabil-
ity to other political topics, and it 
doesn’t have to be. It really is just 
trying to live in a way that helps 
the environment.”

Lentsch said that students of 
all majors can be involved in the 
club.

“I get questions from nuclear 
engineering people where they’re 
trying to learn to be more in-
volved,” Lentsch said.

Caring about sustainability can 
come with a lot of roadblocks. 
Both Lentsch and Walker said 
they have been discouraged at 
times, yet the community they’ve 
found at the council keeps them 
optimistic.

“It’s really inspiring to see 
other people who care because as 
we prepare ourselves for a future 
in this,” Lentsch said. “It can be 
easy to lose drive and motivation 
when people are constantly tell-
ing you that it’s not worth it.”

Promoting sustainability has 
always been a passion, Lentsch 
said.

Now, in their respective lead-
ership roles, both Lentsch and 
Walker push towards forward 
progress.

“I think being at college pres-
ents a really good opportunity 
to spread awareness and take 
action on those issues,” Walker 
said.

PSSC aims to promote sustainability

CHARLIE STAPLETON | PHOTO & VIDEO EDITOR
Ashlyn Walker, a sophomore in natural resources & environ-
mental science and the president of the Purdue Student Sus-
tainability Club, discusses the food scrape events the club 
holds. The food scrape helps show students who bring their 
dishes and unfinished food to the dish return how much col-
lective waste they create.
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This was a big win for student journalism, but more needs to be 
done, said IDS Co-Editor-In-Chief Andrew Miller.

“What is really at stake here is the editorial independence. I think 
it’s an important step that they’re letting us print our special edition as 
we did all of last semester without controls on it,” Miller said.

Many within the Media School were not involved in discussions 
about changes to the IDS and felt betrayed by the university after only 
finding out through the news that Rodenbush was fired.

“Our conversations with administrators in recent days have led to 
disappointing outcomes: No public apologies, no acknowledgement 
of mistakes, no satisfactory explanation for the decisions they made,” 
a letter to the editor signed by 48 faculty members said.

“I recognize and accept that the campus has not handled recent 
decisions as well as we should have,” the letter from Reingold said.

Still, the students and the media school are unsettled.
“Yeah we got our print back, (but) Jim Rodenbush is still fired and 

they could fire other professional staff members and faculty members 
if they stand up for us,” said Co-Editor-In-Chief Mia Hilkowitz.

Attention from across the country has come to IU after the deci-
sion, putting pressure on the university. $1 million-plus in alumni 
donations were reportedly pulled from the university after the news 
came out, according to the IndyStar.

“They might overstep, but anytime they overstep they should ex-
pect swift backlash and people across the country would fight back 
against it,” Hilkowitz said.

While the changes have been reversed, there will be lasting impacts 
on the Media School. Along with withdrawn alumni donations, na-
tional attention during admissions season means there might be less 
applicants to the school, Hilkowitz said.

The editors also wish to be part of talks on what the university 
will do with the IDS moving forward, as their input has been left out 
through the firing of Rodenbush and the cutting of the print.

“These decisions have come from the top down at IU,” Rodenbush 
said. “When print was first cut back, students at the paper said they 
were not a part of discussions, and now they still haven’t been a part 
of discussions.”

The editors also want the university to listen to past and current 
committee recommendations.

“A committee of students, faculty, staff, and alumni submitted new 
recommendations for restructuring student media in spring 2024. 
Many of that report’s recommendations have not been followed up 
on. We don’t intend for this to happen again,” an IDS editorial from 
Thursday said.

The committee advised the school to stop looking at student media 
as a business, Rodenbush said.

“You don’t ask the biology school to turn a profit,” he said.
Many of the directives from the university have hinged on the fact 

that the IDS is not financially sustainable, but the job of the IDS is to 
teach students journalism and inform the community, which it has 
been doing, Miller said.

Beyond that, the IDS has been doubling its views on its website, 
he said.

The school has had opportunities to fund the IDS, specifically from 
mandatory student fees. This fund, which takes a certain portion out 

of money spent on tuition, was approved by a student-run committee 
and sent all the way to the provost, Hilkowitz said.

IU Provost Rahul Shrivastav rejected a student board’s vote to fund 
the IDS, according to a letter the IDS received June 5.

The mandatory student fees were expected to rise, but in order to 
keep tuition frozen they stayed stagnant. Shrivastav cited this as a rea-
son for the rejection, and the student recommendation board adjust-
ed the amount the IDS was asking for. Still, the funds were rejected.

The IDS has also gotten plenty of money in donations, specifically 
from Mark Cuban, a major donor who was disappointed at the cen-
sorship of the paper.

According to an article from the IndyStar, Rodenbush said they 
were not able to use money given to the IDS fully.

“If they really say it’s business, let’s do business. Give us the mon-
ey,” Hilkowitz said.

Now, the school has implemented another committee to study edi-
torial independence of the paper.

“It is peak gaslighting. You don’t need to study editorial indepen-
dence, just let them have it,” Rodenbush said.

Eyes across the country are on IU, and the editors and Rodenbush 
want to keep attention on the situation.

“Everyone needs to pay attention. We have a giant country prob-
lem, not just an IDS problem,” Rodenbush said. “The decision (to re-
instate print) yesterday shows that we have an impact.”

IDS
Continued from Page 1.

CHARLIE STAPLETON | PHOTO & VIDEO EDITOR
A copy of The Exponent’s IDS solidarity edition sits on the 
empty U in the Indiana Memorial Union.

cussed their AI relationships, many reported mental health im-
provements, reduced loneliness, and even therapeutic benefits 
while acknowledging the fakeness of their relationships. Articles 
like NBC’s “Human-AI relationships are no longer just science fic-
tion” detail situations that seem to justify their usage, like an el-
derly Virginian man from the country who lost his main source of 
socialization upon losing his wife, and a talkative lady who needs 
someone to keep up with her dialogue.

Americans are more isolated from one another and crave in-
teraction than ever before, and AI seems like a cheaper, safer, and 
more accessible alternative to already existing industries that profit 
off loneliness like escorts and sex work.

But while I can sympathize, I find it impossible to believe that 
there aren’t any solutions or healthier alternatives. By interacting 
with an AI, you are further perpetuating your isolation. You’re ac-
cepting that you can’t find someone to connect with, which, for the 
majority of people, isn’t true. You’re devoting your time to some-
thing fake. It’s another, more extreme form of escapism than tech-
nology and video games. You’re avoiding living and addressing the 
problem.

Truly living involves fully experiencing and engaging with reali-
ty. It’s interacting with your environment, failing at making friends, 
going for a few walks alone, and then stumbling upon others to 
hike a mountain with. It’s doing things and becoming something.

Although AI may make you instantly gratified, fake pleasure 
shouldn’t be the ultimate aim. Uncomfortability and discontent-
ment are normal parts of life that drive change and action.

So instead of saying goodnight to GPT, shoot a text to someone 
you want to get closer to. Rather than sharing a virtual cheese and 
wine with Claude, invite someone out to dinner. Use discomfort as 
a drive to form comfortable and fulfilling experiences and relation-
ships.

AI
Continued from Page 1.

EXPONENT FILE PHOTO
A student holds a sign that says, “The climate is changing, 
why not Purdue?”
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Classifieds

Get the word out about your organization 
with a callout classified ad. This is an 
inexpensive way to reach a large audience. 
Call 765-743-1111 ext 100 or email 
adproduction@purdueexponent.org

C A LLO U TS

CLASSIFIEDS WORK!
765-743-1111

BY KENNEDI THOMAS
Graphics Artist

ARIES: March 21-April 20

Do not let general anxiety 
about the future prevent 
you from making progress 

towards your goals.

TAURUS: April 21-May 21

You have been putting off 
some much-needed chang-
es. Acknowledge your in-
dependence and ability to 

make decisions on your own.

GEMINI: May 22-June 21

Coincidences and tempo-
rary feelings may become 
more permanent. Make ad-

justments where necessary.

CANCER: June 22-July 22

You may be reaching a stage 
in your life you do not have 
a clear plan for. It is most 
important to realize you 

control what happens next.

LEO: July 23-Aug. 23

Stress your own feelings 
and boundaries rather than 
quickly looking for compro-

mise. Do not let this conflict 
weigh on you.

VIRGO: Aug. 24-Sept. 22

Be more aware of what 
leads to conflict in your 
relationships. Recognize 

what is in your control and 
what needs to be addressed.

LIBRA: Sept. 23-Oct. 23

New insecurities may 
arise as you face situ-
ations you have never 
encountered before. Ac-

knowledge them and work 
to overcome them.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24-Nov. 22

Clear up confusion in 
relationships and address 
conversations that have 

been avoided. Let others be 
sincere about their feelings.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 23-Dec. 21

You may be lacking 
clarity in even your clos-
est connections. Avoid 

spur-of-the-moment deci-
sions on these matters.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 22-Jan. 20

Important decisions 
and events are on the 
horizon. Prioritize plan-

ning for them and under-
standing them.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21-Feb. 18

Understand that what 
you say to others may 
have more impact than 

you realize. Make sure it is 
coming from the right place.

PISCES: Feb. 19-March 20

On steps to reaching your 
goals you may encounter 
a feeling of impossibil-
ity. Remember what you 

have accomplished before.

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

ONGOING UPCOMING

Euchre Monday

Mad Mushroom hosts a euchre game night every 
Monday from 7-9 p.m. Games take place in 25 min-
ute increments and must be finished within that time 
frame. The event is free for all and is located at 320 W. 
State St., West Lafayette.

Jake’s Trivia

Jake’s Restaurant hosts a weekly Wednesday night 
trivia event along with some tasty half-priced wings all 
day. Trivia begins at 8 p.m. and is free for all to join. 
Jake’s is located at Jake’s 122 N. 3rd St., Lafayette.

Purdue football game

Purdue football faces Ohio State at Ross-Ade Stadium on Saturday Nov. 8. The 
game’s start time is still to be determined and tickets are available for purchase on the 
Purdue Sports Event website. Prices start at $71 and the game is located at 850 Beering 
Drive, West Lafayette.

Arts gallery open reception

Artists So Young Song will be presenting their exhibition “Welcome to Thistopia” in 
the the Wabash National Gallery, Loren Olsen’s exhibition, “Installation: What A Time 
To Be Alive” in the Robert B. & Patricia Peyton Truitt Gallery, and Tippecanoe County 
Community Corrections’ exhibition, “Reimagined” in the Mary Ellen Lovell Gallery. 
The event is free for the public and refreshments will be available. The event is from 
6-8 p.m. and is located at 638 N. St., Lafayette.

Purdue Women’s basketball

Cheer on Purdue’s Women’s basketball as they go 
against Fairleigh Dickinson at Mackey Arena. The 
game begins at 7:00 p.m. located at 900 John R. 
Wooden Drive, West Lafayette. Tickets can be pur-
chased on the Purdue Sports Event website starting 
at $13.

Degas collection

Are you interested in learning more about art his-
tory? You can stop by the Degas gallery located on 
the 2nd floor of the Purdue Memorial Union, which 
is open from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. The address is 101 
Grant St., West Lafayette.

Concert at People’s Brewing Company

Musical artist The Circle City Deacons are back to 
perform a live ska show at People’s Brewing Com-
pany & Taproom. A $10 advance payment is re-
quired to attend the show which goes from 5-8 p.m. 
The show is located at 2006 N. 9th St., Lafayette.

Purdue Men’s basketball

Come cheer on Purdue’s Men’s basketball to vic-
tory as they face Evansville at Mackey Arena start-
ing at 6:30 p.m. Tickets can be purchased on Seat-
geek with prices starting at $33. The game is located 
at 900 John R. Wooden Drive, West Lafayette.

Mad Mushroom Open Mic Wednesday

Perform a poetry reading, solo acoustic set, 
stand-up, and more while enjoying a fresh pizza 
at Mad Mushroom’s Open Mic night. The event is 
from 7-9 p.m., free for all, and located at 320 W. 
State St., West Lafayette.

Jazz jams

Join Purdue Bands & Orchestras at the Purdue 
Memorial Union Hail Purdue Stage for an evening 
of Jazz Jams! The event kicks off from 7-9 p.m. at 
Purdue Memorial Union. The address is 101 Grant 
St., West Lafayette. This open mic event features 
Purdue’s jazz combos and student bands.

IN THIS PHOTO TAKEN BY ONE OF OUR READERS, LEAH HOSLER, A SQUIRREL 
HIDES OUT IN A PUMPKIN TO BETTER ENJOY SNACKING ON IT. FOR A CHANCE 
TO HAVE YOUR OWN PICTURE FEATURED, SEND IT TO DIGITAL@PURDUEEXPO-
NENT.ORG.

Squirrel of the Week: 

Inside pumpkin

EXPONENT FILE COMIC

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY 
KATHLEEN MARTINUS | STAFF 

PHOTOGRAPHER
A game of euchre can be played 
with either 24, 27, or 32 cards, 
typically with four players.

PAIGE MCMILLIN | GRAPHICS ARTIST

Indecisive Ink Industries

DESIGNED BY DANI HOOK
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BY ADDISON WALTER 
Staff Reporter

Purdue students took a trip 
to the Wild West Saturday 
afternoon in a student-built 
“Western Jail” escape room, 
an interactive experience de-
signed, constructed, and op-
erated entirely by the Purdue 
Escape Room Project Team.

Teams of participants were 
challenged to solve a series of 
puzzles and clues to “break 
out” of a makeshift jail cell 
within a set time limit of 20 
minutes. The event marked 
PERPT’s first large-scale at-
tempt at creating a fully 
themed escape room on cam-
pus.

“It definitely exceeded my 
expectations,” said Maya 
Narsinghani, a sophomore in 
nursing. “My friend has been 
working on it for a long time, 
and I was really excited to do 
it now that it’s ready.”

Erin Chapmond, a junior in 
biological engineering, said 
she was surprised by the level 
of detail in the setup. “There 
(were) so many more props 
and puzzles to figure out than 

I thought there were going to 
be,” she said. “It was very im-
pressive.”

Participants rated the ex-
perience highly, with several 
calling it a creative and chal-
lenging take on the traditional 
escape room format. “We had 
a slow start, which was kind 
of our fault,” Chapmond said, 
laughing. “But I’d give it a four 
out of five.”

Other students agreed that 
the limited time made the ex-
perience more intense. “I wish 
I had a little more time — an-
other five minutes to figure out 
that last puzzle would’ve been 
nice,” said Josh Vandeburg, 
a junior in wildlife. “Still, I’d 
rate it between a seven and an 
eight out of 10.”

The escape room was creat-
ed by a small team of students 
who handled everything from 
budgeting to construction.

“We kept thinking, ‘How is 
this going to turn out? Are we 
going to make the timeline?’” 
Zera Utnage, a junior in con-
struction engineering and 
the project’s budgeting and 
structures lead said. “I’m very 

proud of what we’ve accom-
plished and how it looks.”

According to Amalia Dani-
ell, a senior in biomedical 
engineering and the project’s 
scheduling and theme team 
lead, the event drew strong in-
terest from students. “We had 
all of our sign-ups filled,” Dan-
iell said. “It’s really cool seeing 
it all put together and having 
people enjoy the room — even 
if they can’t escape.”

The team intentionally de-
signed the puzzles to be chal-
lenging, aiming for about half 
of the groups to finish. “We 
kind of expected not every-
one to escape,” Daniell said. 
“We’re still figuring out how 
many hints to give and how to 
make the clues clear enough.”

With a small team and lim-
ited time, the students said the 
biggest challenge was balanc-
ing ambition with resources. 
“We were a very small group,” 
Utnage said. “On build days, 
only a few people could show 
up. We kept having to push 
some tasks back because we 
just didn’t have enough people 
to get everything done.”

The process, they said, of-
fered valuable real-world ex-
perience in project planning 
and teamwork. “Think ahead, 
plan ahead, communicate a 
lot,” Utnage said. “This has 
been great practice for what 

it’ll be like when we have full-
time jobs managing real proj-
ects.”

Encouraged by the strong 
turnout and positive feedback, 
the team plans to continue de-
veloping new themes.

“Longer rooms, more diffi-
cult puzzles, and more elabo-
rate themes,” Utnage said 
of the group’s future goals. 
“We’ve learned a lot from this 
one, and we’re excited to make 
the next one even better.”

Purdue students test their puzzle-solving 
skills against wild west escape room

ANNA CIRACI | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Members of the Purdue Escape Room Project Team gather outside of their debut escape room while the first group of students test it out.

ANNA CIRACI | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Megan Maxton, a junior in environmental and natural resources engineering, attempts to 
break free of the jail cell using a key her team found solving one of the clues.

BY NEHA SAJJA
Staff Reporter

Anna Li, a freshman in the Women 
in Science and Programming learn-
ing community, said she felt not 
alone after attending a social event 
about safety held by the learning 
community. The event was about 
personal safety and providing sup-

port to others.
Learning communities, like WISP, 

are spaces where students grow to-
gether, collaborate, inspire one an-
other, and explore their academic 
passions throughout their college 
careers, Li said.

There are many different learn-
ing communities for students with 
a focus on various areas of study at 

Purdue. From learning communities 
in business, like the Integrated Busi-
ness and Engineering Residential 
Program, to communities focused on 
service like The Engineering Projects 
in Community Service.

Incoming students can apply to a 
learning community online. First, 
the student has to indicate what 

learning community they would like 
to get into on their housing applica-
tion; then, they will have to fill out a 
separate form, according to a Purdue 
website.

These communities provide op-
portunities to make connections, 
meet with faculty who can provide 
guidance, and offer projects and as-
signments that differ from what stu-
dents typically encounter in a college 
course.

Learning communities provide 
an additional layer of support that 
enhances a student’s standing in a 
competitive environment. Addition-
ally, they facilitate a smoother transi-
tion into college and bridge academic 
pursuits with real-world interests.

Li, who is also in the Data Mine, 
said being part of a learning commu-
nity helped her adapt to the college 
rigor.

“I appreciate the opportunity to be 
heard and share opinions, fostering a 
give-and-take experience within the 
community,” Li said.

Being part of a learning commu-
nity means being part of something 
bigger, where students can foster 
collaboration among students, learn 
and grow, hear new perspectives, 
and engage in conversations that 
may not have been possible before, 
Li said.

Learning communities offer a va-
riety of social events, including com-
munity socials and inviting different 
speakers and faculty to engage in 
conversation.

Li said having these events makes 
people overcome their initial intro-
version and become more social by 
participating in events and sharing 
personal experiences.

Events like the safety event pro-
vide students with something to dis-
cuss, build their networking skills, 
and give them the confidence to en-

ter the real world, Li said.
Students work collaboratively 

with upperclassmen, team members, 
classmates, and faculty to gain in-
sights and perspectives beyond tra-
ditional classroom learning.

Learning communities offer stu-
dents participating in their program 
opportunities for academic growth 
and personal development. They can 
expand their social circle, building 
connections and a support system.

“My initial decision to join Verti-
cally Integrated Projects was because 
of the program’s potential impact on 
the future world,” said Deepti Rao, 
a freshman in first-year engineering 
and a student in VIP.

Rao said her decision was also in-
fluenced by her wanting to contrib-
ute to professors’ projects. Being 
involved in a project helps students 
gain practical experience, she said.

Both Rao and Li said learning 
communities have helped broaden 
their perspectives, enabling them to 
see things differently, and they are 
more confident in their abilities after 
joining the learning community.

Rao said VIP has helped her un-
derstand electrical engineering and 
provided her with expertise on what 
she would have to do in her future to 
advance her career.

“We learn advanced technical con-
cepts like SystemVerilog that aren’t 
typically taught in undergraduate 
classes, often at a graduate-level 
depth,” Rao said. “They also have 
professionals from companies like 
Intel and AMD to explain real-world 
technologies, helping students un-
derstand industry applications.”

Rao likes that learning communi-
ties give students the opportunity to 
work on practical projects that sim-
ulate real-world engineering chal-
lenges to develop skills directly ap-
plicable to future careers.

Students share thoughts on learning communities

EXPONENT FILE PHOTO
Anna Li, a freshman in WISP, talks about the positive aspects of being in a learning community like networking 
and learning during events.

DESIGNED BY ANTHONY HUNT
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DOWN
 1  Brave
 2  Act of awakening
 3  Jest at
 4  Sandwich store
 5  Chapter of the Quran
 6  Dismounted
 7  Small vehicle
 8  Irked
 9  One who earns by 
disreputable dealings
 10  Monetary unit of Samoa
 11  Long, mournful lamentation
 12  Weight unit
	14		Prefix	meaning	single
15  Decreases
18  Indicates beside
20		Worn	away	by	exposure	to	
the weather
 24  A body of traditions
	26		College	students’	ultimate	
goal
28  Amino acid
30  Nasal mucus
32 U.S. government entity
34  Swinish
35  Legislative body in Russia
37		Grant	an	exemption	to
38  Put in advance
40  Satisfy
42  Felt
43  Mild yellow Dutch cheese 
made in balls
45  Witnesses
47  Picnic invaders
49  Gasteyer and de Armas, for 
example
50  Ancient person of Scotland
51  Cheerless
55  Unwell

CROSSWORD
If	you	have	any	feedback	as	we	develop	our	student-created	puzzles,	you	can	contact	us	at	puzzles@purdueexponent.org.

Puzzles

CRYPTO CODE
By Annalise DeMange

Each letter stands in for another. If A = B, every given A is truly a B. Solve 
through trial and error, recognizing short words and guessing the phrase.

K N F N I D  -  M L P M ’ Y  X D  K P X G .  

K N F N I D  -  Y N  X D  X N M L G T  P K I 

O P M L G T  U P V V  X G .

Quote by NIDYYGSY. Helpful clues: X = M, N = O, Y = S

SUDOKU
By Annalise DeMange

Fill in the blanks with the numbers 1 through 9 so that every row, 
column and bold 3x3 box holds every number only once. The 

diagonals do not count.

Top: Easy Bottom: Hard
CROSSWORD

ANSWERS UPSIDE DOWN

Crypto Code:	Nobody	-	that’s	my	
name. Nobody - so my mother 
and father call me. (Odysseus)

NEWS QUIZ

What was the topic of the special session 
called by Gov. Braun?

a. Election campaigns
c. State budgets

By Sawyer Rebennack
Answers can be found within the edition previous to this one.

BIG OL’ WORD SEARCH
By Annalise DeMange

THE ODYSSEY

AEOLUS
ANTINOUS

ATHENA
CALYPSO

CHARYBDIS
CIRCE

HERMES
ITHACA

LAESTRYGONIANS
NESTOR

ODYSSEUS
PENELOPE

POLYPHEMUS
POSEIDON

SCYLLA
SIRENS

TELEMACHUS
TIRESIAS

TROY
ZEUS

BUILDING BLOCKS
By Sawyer Rebennack

Find seven answers and match each to a clue. Words are made from 
connecting any blocks in any order. Blocks can only be used once. The 

number in the parentheses indicates word length.

1. It takes two to ___ (5)

2. You should only do this when the “Walk” sign is on (5)

3. Athletes who scale mountains or rock walls (8)

4. Moveable fasteners often found on clothes or bags (7)

5. A	popular	number	puzzle	that	doesn’t	use	math	(6)

6. The most powerful pieces on a chess board (6)

7. A sharp location? (8)

OSS INT SU GO

IM ERS CL RS

QU PP EE CR

NPO DO ZI NS

BE TAN PI KU

News Quiz: D

CP
LSIEA

SAURNT
UESCEEHS
LSUEZLEU
OTHSONAOT
ERCUPALNI

SASYANEMLIR
NIGMOYETNEO
EDOECDHNESD
RBNLSSIAPASIY
IYIEEEYCTAS
SRATMSALOSS

ANRHOORE
HSETPPU
CHIYORTS

OSPYLAC

T O T R Y L J D B C E X D P Z E D
W C G L W S Q C I V S G E A M Y J
V S D A H M U R G J X N T Z S E B
S U L E S M C E C N E H Y U D I S
F L X S U E J S Z L E R G C X U R
N O P T H S P Q O N A V N M O T Y
R E F R C K U P A L D N B N C I E
S A S Y A N E M L X K O I Y X R T
N B I G M W O Y E K Z T F A N E O
E C D O E Z C D Z H N C G N E S D
R Z B N L S A S I A P T N A S I Y
I V Y I E B Z E U E O Y C U T A S
S L R A T F G M H Z S A L Q O S S
G S A N W U S R O D H O W O R H E
R Y H S C B Z E G T S T P N P Z U
F D C I H M Y H I B A W Y O R T S
K S Q B Y O E O S P Y L A C B F Y

Building Blocks: 1. Tango 2. Cross 
3. Climbers 4. Zippers 5. Sudoku
6. Queens 7. Pinpoint

ACROSS
	 1		 Difficult
 5 Coarsely ground corn
 9 World collection?
11  Loved Romeo
13  Sticky situation
15  Pelvic areas
 16  An informal debt 
instrument
17  Cannot be repaired 
surgically

19  A device attached to 
a workbench
21  Related on the 
mother’s	side
22  Sound unit
23  Astronomer Sagan
25  Utah city
26  A disappointing effort
27  Steal goods during   
a riot
29  Wakes up

31  Hair salon service
33  Serenaded
34  Looked intensely
36		Expert	of	the	U.S.	Air	
Force, Robert F. ___
38  A type of cast
39		One’s	duty
 41  Where golfers begin
43  Make a mistake
44  Semitic sun god
46  Ancient Greek city

48  Having had the head 
cut off
52  A place to stay
53  Unwise
54  Most unnatural
56  Dennis, e.g.
57  Ointments
58		Students’	exam
59  Leaked blood

b. SNAP	benefits
d. Redistricting

247516893
139784562
685329174
721638459
354192786
968457231
593271648
472863915
816945327

742869153
593471286
816352794
924187365
185623947
637945821
479538612
358216479
261794538

2 5 6 8 9 3
3 9 7 4 2

3
3 4 9

5 4 2 7 6
8

7 6 4
4 5

6 5 2
7 4 3

3 2 6
1 7 9

7
6 2 3
9 4

9 5 1
5 2 1 6 7
6 4

-3 +17 -2 x6

÷2 +11

÷2 +3 x40

x9 -1

+11 x6 -5

-3 x4

Fill in the blanks with the numbers 1 through 6 so that every row and 
column has every number only once. Numbers within bolded areas 

must combine together using the mathematical operation to make the 
number in the top-left corner. Solve by noting all possible numbers in 

each box. Some bolded areas have only a few combinations that satisfy 
the math. Eliminate possibilities through trial and error if needed.

MATHDOKU
By Eddie Culbertson

146352
425613
312564
631245
563421
254136

From Metro Creative Connections

MIX ‘EM UP
By Sawyer Rebennack

1. TLRAGOLAI
2. NHTOPY
3. NUIAAG
4. OITSETOR
5. LRICEODOC

___________
___________
___________
___________
___________

6. TXOLALO
7. ODOMOK
8. DOANANCA
9. TRIMONO
10. INCAMA

___________
___________
___________
___________
___________

Theme: REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS

Rearrange the letters in each line to form a phrase matching the theme.

Mix ‘Em Up: 1. Alligator 2. Python 
3. Iguana 4. Tortoise 5. Crocodile  
6.	Axolotl	7.	Komodo	8.	Anaconda		
9. Monitor 10. Caiman

DESIGNED BY PUZZLES DESK
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BY GABE FRYLING
Staff Reporter

Purdue suffered yet anoth-
er close loss this weekend, los-
ing its third game this season 
by a margin of seven or less.

On Saturday, Purdue (2-
7, 0-6 Big Ten) lost 21-16 to 
No. 21 Michigan (7-2, 5-1) af-
ter fighting hard and keeping 
the game close on the road, 
but never being able to pull in 
front and steal the win.

The Boilermakers were 
without one of their biggest 
weapons, senior running back 
Devin Mockobee who was 
listed out hours before the 
matchup with an ankle injury.

“Anytime you lose a four-
year starter, that’s a captain, 
that’s a leader of the team, 
there’s a void of him not be-
ing there,” head coach Barry 
Odom said. “I do think that 
Malachi (Thomas), Antonio 
(Harris) Ryan (Browne), and 
(Malachi) Singleton stepped 
up and tried to fill that void.”

Mockobee’s injury listing 
came as a surprise to many 
after practicing this week and 
not carrying any injury list-
ing into the matchup. When 
asked about Mockobee’s 
availability for the rest of the 
season postgame, Odom was 
not able to give a clear answer.

This left the Boilermakers 
with running backs senior 
Malachi Thomas and sopho-
more Antonio Harris against 
the Wolverines rush defense 
that ranks in the top 20 na-
tionally.

Purdue’s rushing attack 
was productive on Saturday, 
rushing 138 total yards. The 
workload was a near even 
split between Harris and 
Thomas, with Harris getting 

the favorable margin in car-
ries while Harris was the only 
one to find the endzone in the 
rushing game.

Harris’ touchdown came 
on a 19-play, 75-yard drive 
that lasted over nine minutes. 
Of these plays, 11 of them were 
rushes, as the Boilermakers 
methodically moved their way 
down the field.

This long drive was an ex-
ample of what Purdue’s of-
fense can look like when it 
takes care of the ball and con-
verts on third downs, both 
things it has struggled with 
this year.

“Moving the sticks is ex-
tremely important for an of-
fense, and that’s something 
that we can still get better 
at,” sophomore quarterback 
Ryan Browne said. “You can 
see when we are successful on 
third down, how much that 
changes the game, how much 
that changes how we move the 
ball, so that’s something we 
need to keep working on.”

After rushing for 85 yards 
in the first half, Purdue’s 
rushing attack died off in the 
second, totaling only 53 rush-
ing yards on 16 attempts in 
the second. Their lack of sec-
ond half rushing production 
was a large reason why the 
Boilermakers were only able 
to total 16 points against a 
tough Michigan defense.

On the other side of the 
ball, Michigan’s rushing at-
tack killed Purdue late despite 
the Wolverines top rusher 
not receiving any carries due 
to injury. Wolverine sopho-
more running back Jordan 
Marshall took over the game, 
rushing for 185 yards and 
three touchdowns.

Marshall’s most impor-

tant snap on the day came on 
Michigan’s final drive after a 
Purdue touchdown, cutting 
Michigan’s lead down to five 
with six minutes left in the 
game.

Relying on the strong 
legs of Marshall, the Wol-
verines were able to total 
nine-straight rushes that not 
only burned the clock, but 
also picked up repetitive first 
downs that kept Purdue’s de-

fense on the field and buried 
any chances of a late Boiler 
comeback.

Marshall himself had sev-
en of these carries, following 
his offensive line that won 
time and time again at the 
line of scrimmage late in the 
game.

“They’re damn good up 
front with really good run-
ners, and sometimes one guy 
is going to beat the next guy, 

and we don’t get off the block 
and make the tackle,” Odom 
said. “They have rushed the 
ball for a lot of success this 
year. I’m frustrated that we 
couldn’t get a stop there at the 
end, they made plays.”

Michigan’s rushing attack 
fueled by Marshall proved to 
be too much for Purdue on 
the defensive side of the ball, 
and the Boilermaker rush-
ing attack without Mockobee 

wasn’t able to make up for this 
offense.

With the future unknown 
for Mockobee, Purdue will 
have to rely on Thomas and 
Harris in the future against 
multiple of the best rush de-
fenses in the country. Los-
ing its senior captain is not 
ideal for Purdue, but both of 
the men waiting in line have 
shown they can be productive 
when given the chance.

Michigan mauls Purdue in the rushing game

CHARLIE STAPLETON | PHOTO & VIDEO EDITOR
Michigan freshman quarterback Bryce Underwood throws a pass.

BY WILL DOWTON
Asst. Sports Editor

ANN ARBOR, Michigan — After a 
3-2 Halloween victory over Michigan 
State, Purdue continued its tour of 
Michigan in Ann Arbor. There they 
went up against a strong Michigan 
team coming off a 3-2 win of their 
own over No. 19 Penn State.

The No. 10 Purdue Boilermakers 
(19-3, 9-2 Big Ten) took on the Michi-
gan Wolverines (15-7, 5-6) on Sun-
day in Cliff Keen Arena. The Boilers 

would fall down two sets in the match 
and were on the brink of being swept 
for the first time this season. Purdue, 
however, dug its heels and rallied to 
reverse sweep the Wolverines 3-2.

“This team of ours has this mind-
set that they can, they can rebound, 
that they’re gonna pull together and 
they’re gonna get some things figured 
out, and that’s a great thing,” head 
coach Dave Shondell said after the 
game. “That’s the third reverse sweep 
we’ve had this year. We’ve never had 
three in one year in the history of Pur-

due volleyball, and we got three in one 
year. That’s an indication of just the 
mental toughness of a team.”

The Boilermakers started off shaky 
dropping the first three points of the 
first set and falling down 10-5.

Despite this the Boilers kept fight-
ing and took a 19-18 point lead late in 
the set. It would prove to be too little 
too late for Purdue as Michigan would 
go on a four-point run late in the set 
and win the set 25-22.

The Boilermakers started off slow 
again in the second set and found 
themselves trailing 5-1 early.

Late in the set Michigan would go 
on another five-point-scoring run and 
lead 22-14. The Wolverines would 
close out the set with little difficulty 
winning the second set 25-17.

After the first two sets the Boilers 
were hitting a dismal hitting percent-
age of 0.137 and committed 17 attack-
ing errors. The Wolverines only com-
mitted four attacking errors and had a 
dominant hitting percentage of 0.418.

A dominant attacking performance 
combined with five aces gave Michi-
gan all the momentum going into the 
third set.

“Well, we ran into a red hot team,” 
Shondell said. “No matter what sport 
you’re involved in, you can do that. 
You’ll just run into a team that’s play-
ing at a level that if you’re not at top of 
your game, you’re gonna look pretty 
silly. And for two sets, they just beat 
the crap out of us.”

Purdue was the team to come out 

hot in the third set storming to a 13-8 
lead. After a Michigan timeout the 
Wolverines scored two quick points 
pulling within three points of the 
Boilers.

Michigan’s late surge would not be 
enough and the Boilers avoided the 
sweep winning the set 25-19.

The fourth set was back and forth 
throughout with both teams strug-
gling to pull away. With the set tied 
at 19, the Boilers went on a 5-0 run 
leaving the Wolverines in the dust. 
Purdue put the set away shortly after, 
winning 25-20 and forcing a deciding 
fifth set.

The Boilermakers have plenty of 
experience in a deciding fifth set as 
this was the sixth fifth set for the Boil-
ers this season.

The experience showed as Purdue 
pulled ahead 14-10. A kill by junior 
outside hitter Kenna Wollard com-
pleted the Boilers comeback and top-
pled the Wolverines.

Redshirt sophomore Grace Heaney 
was on fire for the Boilers. The 6-foot-
2 opposite hitter from Omaha, Neb. 
led the Boilermakers with 19 kills.

“She’s left handed and she’s long, 
and she’s got great vision,” said Shon-
dell. “So, you know, some hitters just 
go up and they’ve got a shot they want 
to hit. They just hit it. She goes up and 
she sees where the block is and then, 
and she can also get a feel for where 
the back court defenders are, and she 
hits the ball whether or not, and she 
gets it high, and the right side player 

gets a lot of good looks.”
Heaney combined with the attack-

ing power of Wollard and senior Aka-
sha Anderson led the Boilers down 
the stretch.

Purdue had to overcome adversity 
to complete the reverse sweep and 
some of that adversity came from the 
officials who made multiple question-
able calls throughout the match.

“We’ve been on the road for eight 
out of our last 10 matches, and we 
haven’t lost any of them,” Shondell 
said. “The only match we lost during 
that 10 stretch we lost to Nebraska at 
home. Who’s the best team in Amer-
ica? Okay? So, no, you have to be 
prepared for everything. You know, 
sometimes I get caught up too much 
in the officials, and I need to do a bet-
ter job, but at 67 years old, I’m not 
sure I’m gonna change a whole lot at 
this point.”

The Boilermakers return home on 
Friday to take on the defending Na-
tional Champions No. 18 Penn State 
Nittany Lions.

“It’s a team that won a national 
championship last year, and they lost 
their center, they left the team, and 
it’s been hard to replace her,” Shon-
dell said. “She was the best set in the 
country. It’s like Braden Smith leav-
ing the program. … We’re gonna play 
very, very well. We got to start better 
than we started today against them 
(Michigan).”

Purdue shows resilience, completes third reverse sweep of the year
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The Purdue Boilermakers celebrate avoiding a three-set sweep.

BY ISABELLA AVILES
Staff Reporter

Purdue Women’s soccer 2025 
has ended, and while it may 
not have been as successful as 
hoped, the Boilermakers are 
ready to grow into next season.

Purdue ended its season with 
an overall 6-10-3 record and 
3-7-1 in the Big Ten conference.

They had some good games, 
such as the upset against Wis-
consin (at the time No. 23, now 
No. 12) in a 2-1 win and their 
strong defensive showing to tie 
IU 0-0.

Unfortunately, the Boiler-
makers did not qualify for the 
2025 Women’s Soccer Big Ten 
Tournament. Their season has 
ended early, despite the opening 
rounds and quarterfinals taking 
place at Folk Field.

Although the outcome was 

not as expected, Purdue still 
managed to achieve impressive 
statistics, with 47.2% shots on 
target, which placed the team at 
fourth in the Big Ten conference.

Purdue will be losing senior 
forward Chiara Singarella.

“Chiara is going to be surely 
missed. She’s a great player. 
She’s hard to replace because 
she’s unpredictable with the 
football, she’s great at what 
she does,” head coach Richard 
Moodie said .

Singarella transferred to 
Purdue in 2024 as a junior and 
finished up her last two years of 
college soccer in West Lafayette.

“The first thing I noticed 
about Purdue is the quality 
and how much they care about 
their athletes. They have great 
facilities and attention to their 
athletes in every aspect you can 
think of,” Singarella said in rel-

evance to her time as a Boiler-
maker. “It really made me think 
back and say ‘I made it this far. 
I’m so proud of myself and re-
ally grateful to be here.’ What I 
take from these two years is just 
the sense of being resilient and 
learning.”

There will be gaps in the po-
sitioning from the departing 
senior, especially in the forward 
position which will require 
younger players and potential 
transfers to step up into bigger 
roles.

“We’ve got players like Lily 
Bane and Cherry Yu that are 
here and I feel they can step into 
that void,” Moodie said about 
the coaching plan. “I think we 
can get more out of Irene Cam-
po, more out of Megan Santa 
Cruz. That’s a big part of our job. 
Recruiting is one piece but de-
veloping the players when they 

get here is the other.”
Junior midfielder Irene Cam-

po was a class act on the field, 
and with 6 goals this season, tied 
for second in the Big Ten con-
ference. It will be exciting to see 
her progress into her senior year 
next season.

“Growing more as a team, 
getting more confident with ev-
erybody, and trying to get into 
the tournament for next year,” 
Campo said about what she is 
hoping for in the 2026 season.

Junior defender Lauren 
Adam has stayed loyal to Purdue 
for the past three years and has 
seen the program grow. Adam 
also experienced the updated 
Boilermaker soccer program 
with the change in coaching staff 
after her freshman year.

“Moodie puts a lot of em-
phasis on culture and making 
sure that we are all fighting and 

working and putting in our all to 
help the program. Just knowing 
that the coaches are putting in 
that much time to help us suc-
ceed just helps (the program),” 
Adam said about the coaching 

changes.
With the 2025 season only be-

ing Moodie’s second year at Pur-
due, there is still a lot of time and 
space to grow and thrive. After 
all, Rome wasn’t built in a day.

Purdue soccer adapts following the end of its 2025 season
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The women’s soccer team runs to the sidelines after Lilly 
Bane scores the third goal of the game on Thursday night at 
Folk Field.
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