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Proceeds to Benefi t 
Community RFD

by Nathan Gomillion
STAFF WRITER

It’s time to pick up the 
phone and empty your 
wallet for WKSR’s 2020 
Radio Auction. This 
year’s proceeds will be 
given to local non-profi t 
Community Rural Food 
Delivery (RFD), which 
will help them in their 

quest to feed those in our 
community who struggle 
to feed themselves.

Community RFD has 
a large impact in our 
community. Accord-
ing to Leadership Team 
Chair Pat Dunnavant, 
RFD buys approximately 
6,000-8,000 pounds of 
food every month to en-
sure that all individuals 
in-need receive the help 
they deserve.

With all of the ser-
v i c e  C o m m u n i t y 

Radio Auction Kicks Off Sunday

The Smithsonian’s Museum on Main Street traveling exhibit “Crossroads: Change in Rural America” kicks off at 5:30 p.m. tomorrow 
(Thursday) at the Barton Art Gallery in the Gault Fine Arts Center at Martin Methodist College. The “Crossroads” exhibit examines the evolving 
landscape of rural America and will be on view through March 15. Visitors are welcome to enjoy this free exhibition during walk-in hours from 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. on Thursdays and Saturdays and from 10 a.m.-7 p.m. on Fridays. Groups are encouraged to book a visit in advance for any 
day of the week. From sea to shining sea, the vast majority of the United States landscape remains rural with only 3.5 percent of the landmass 
considered urban. Americans have relied on rural crossroads for generations. These places where people gather to exchange goods, services and 
culture and to engage in political and community discussions are an important part of our cultural fabric. Despite the massive economic and 
demographic impacts brought on by these changes, America’s small towns continue to creatively focus on new opportunities for growth and 
development. Wolf Gap Education Outreach, Martin Methodist College and the surrounding community were expressly chosen by Humanities 
Tennessee to host “Crossroads” as part of the Museum on Main Street program.   WOLF GAP EDUCATION OUTREACH / SUBMITTED 

by Nathan Gomillion
STAFF WRITER

Lawrence County resi-
dent Colton Daniel Per-
ryman was taken back 
into custody and ordered 
to serve the remainder of 
his original sentence in 
prison after violating his 
probation.

The charges against 
Perryman originated 
from the Labor Day 
2017 shooting death of 
his pregnant girlfriend, 
16-year-old Samantha 
Carter, at Richland Inn 
in Pulaski.

On April 22, 2019, 
Perryman pled no con-
test to two counts of 

voluntary manslaughter 
and was sentenced to 
six years for each, to be 
served consecutively. He 
received an additional 
three-year sentence that 
would run concurrent 
for the charge of tamper-
ing with evidence.

Perryman’s total sen-
tence of 12 years in 
prison was suspended 
to 10 years probation, 
after receiving credit for 
the approximately two 
years of jail time he had 
already served.

According to 22nd 
Judicial District Attorney 
General Brent Cooper, 

R F D  p r o v i d e s ,
there is a growing need 
to accommodate the 
food they are taking. 
That is why the money 
raised from this fund-
raising event will go to-
wards providing boxes 
of food, extra freezer 
space and a replace-
ment refrigerated truck 
for transporting the 
food items, which is 
especially necessary for 
RFD during warmer 
seasons of the year.

The Radio Auction 
will take place over 
the course of two Sun-
days, Feb. 9 and 16, 
from 12:30 to 10 p.m. 
and is an easy way for 
individuals in the com-
munity to give back by 
simply picking up the 
phone and placing bids 
on items they want. 

by Scott Stewart
PUBLISHER

The Giles County Commis-
sion has voted to name a stretch 
of Highway 31 South in honor 
of the late John Dorval Minatra.

Highway 31 from the Elkton 
city limits to the Highway 64 
bypass will be marked MSG. 
John Dorval Minatra Memo-
rial Highway in honor of the 
heavily decorated Vietnam War 
veteran.

According to information 
provided to commissioners at 

a recent Highway Committee 
meeting:

From Nov. 17-19, 1967, 
Minatra was an advisor to a 
Vietnamese Airborne Infantry 
Battalion near Dak To.

In an assault, the Vietnamese 
offi cer, Minatra’s counterpart, 
was wounded and Minatra di-
rected the attack until another 
offi cer came.

Two days later, Minatra was 
wounded during a briefing, 
refused evacuation and helped 
lead other wounded to safety. 
He then helped direct air sup-

port against the attackers.
Minatra helped lead a coun-

ter attack against the enemy 
and inspired United States 
troops to drive off the enemy.

Minatra was honored in 2017 
by then-Congressman Marsha 
Blackburn who read a procla-
mation into the Congressional 
Record recognizing the 20-year 
veteran’s “extraordinary hero-
ism and exceptional valor.”

Over the course of his military 
career, Minatra was honored 
with citations from both the 
U.S. and Vietnamese govern-

ments for valor in combat. 
He received the Purple Heart, 
the Distinguished Ser-
vice Cross and three 
Bronze Stars. During 
three voluntary tours of 
duty, he trained a Viet-
namese Battalion with 
the Mountain Ranger 
Committee and served 
as a Ranger Advisor to 
the Vietnamese Air-
borne Battalion. On 
his third voluntary 
tour with the IV Corps HQ, he 
was honored with the Ranger 

Hall of Fame Medallion. He was 
also inducted into the National 

Legion of Valor for his 
acts of courage and 
was inducted into the 
Ranger Hall of Fame. 
These are just a few of 
the awards and hon-
ors he has received.

Minatra died March 
7, 2018, at the age of 
82.

With one member 
absent, the county 

commission approved the reso-
lution unanimously.

Highway Name Will Honor Minatra

by Paul Manke
POLITICAL EDITOR

If you’re affi liated with 
a non-profi t agency that 
seeks money from Giles 
County, April 15 has 
double signifi cance.

Not only is that the fi l-
ing date with the Internal 
Revenue Service for a 
lot of taxpayers, but, in 
Giles County, it’s the 
date by which non-profi t 
agencies seeking money 
from Giles County need 

to fi le applications with 
the county Financial 
Management offi ce.

Besides the amount 
of money sought, other 
information such as fi -
nancial statements from 
the previous year, etc. is 
required.

For the 2019-20 bud-
get year, the county 
will not mail reminder 
letters, but a request 
for applications will be

Probation Revoked
From 2017 Manslaughter 

Conviction

Non-Profi ts Must
Apply for County Funds

by April 15

MSG. JOHN
DORVAL MINATRA

Longtime WKSR Radio Auction volunteers Peggy Malone, Benny Birdsong and 
Janice Duncan show off some of the items that will be up for bid beginning this Sunday. 
Everything from tires and hand tools to handcrafted items and goods and services will 
be available, with proceeds to benefi t Community RFD. Among the handcrafted items 
is a colorful, full-size quilt made and donated by Pulaski’s own Quirky Quilters. Auction 
items may be dropped off with Malone and Duncan at People’s Choice Realty on the 
Square during regular business hours or taken to the Giles County Agri Park during 
auction weekends. Learn more in the accompanying story.   CARY JANE MALONE / PULASKI CITIZEN


