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Early voting has been un-
derway for more than a week 
for the upcoming Aug. 6 
election with a total of 1,540 
ballots cast as of July 27, ac-
cording to the Giles County 
Election Commission.

“It has been a steady and 
good turnout,” Administra-
tor of Elections Zena Dickey 
said.

Dickey added that she 
believes early voters have 
been receptive to the safety 
practices put into place by 
her office in light of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Vot-
ers are encouraged to follow 
state and CDC guidelines for 
social distancing, sanitiza-
tion stations are available 
at the election commission 

offi ce and voting machines 
have also been prepared to 
limit physical touch as much 
as possible.

Early voting will continue 
through Aug. 1 with weekday 
voting hours at the election 
commission office from 8 
a.m.-4 p.m., while Satur-
day’s voting hours are 8 
a.m.-noon.

November Election
The qualifying deadline 

for the Nov. 3 election is 
quickly approaching as can-
didates have until Aug. 20 at 
noon to complete the neces-
sary requirements. Three 
alderman seats will be on 
the ballot in both Pulaski 
and Ardmore.

Incumbent Pulaski Alder-
man Randy Massey was the 
only candidate to have quali-
fi ed as of July 27.
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A schools upgrades 
and renovation project 
will be on the agenda 
when the Giles Coun-
ty Board of Education 
meets Aug. 6.

After more than two 
years of discussions, eval-
uations, proposals and 
changes, the school board 
will consider the original 
proposal from Energy Sav-
ings Group (ESG) at a cost
of just over $16 million.

ESG started working 
with the school board in 
March 2018 to develop a 
renovation and upgrade 
plan for Giles County’s 
schools. Initially, ESG 
presented a plan they 
said would address all 
Giles County schools’ 
issues for 20 years.

When local officials 
flinched at the cost of 
the initial project, Giles 
County Executive Me-
lissa Greene and Direc-
tor of Schools Vickie 
Beard worked with ESG 

to trim the overall project 
and implement it in two 
phases. The fi rst phase 
came with a cost of just 
over $10 million and was 
presented to the Giles 
County Commission’s 
Schools Committee in 
January of this year.

A t  t h a t  t ime  t h e 
Schools Committee, cit-
ing due diligence, asked 
the Board of Education 
to seek at least one ad-
ditional proposal.

Between February and 
July the school board 

went through the process 
of seeking qualifi cations 
and listening to presen-
tations from companies 
interested in the schools 
renovation project. ESG 
was one of the three 
companies chosen to 
make a presentation.

Over those same six 
months things changed 
a lot. The school system, 
like every other school 
system across the state, 
closed its doors in March 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, and did not 

reopen for the remainder 
of the 2019-20 school 
year.

While air quality had 
been an important part 
of the plan in 2018, 
last week it took center 
stage as Giles County 
schools are now work-
ing on plans to reopen 
schools in August with 
COVID-19 continuing 
throughout the county 
and the country.

Beard addressed the 
board during its work 
session last week, ulti-

mately recommending 
the board consider the 
portion of ESG’s plan 
that dealt with HVAC, 
air quality and window 
replacement as needed at 
all Giles County schools. 
The cost of Beard’s rec-
ommendation came in 
at approximately $14 
million.

Quoting EPA guid-
ance and a Washington 
Post article, Beard said 
improvements to school 

During the 80th Annual Red Carpet Horse Show of the South Saturday, Giles Countian Philip 
Trimble takes the fi rst Doug Wolaver Championship Class riding We Will Rock You. The championship 
class was offi cially dedicated to the memory of the Tennessee Walking Horse legend, Wolaver. The 
fi nal class of every Red Carpet Horse Show of the South going forward will bear Wolaver’s name in 
honor of his contributions to Giles County and the Walking Horse industry. The Red Carpet Horse 
Show of the South is presented annually by the Rotary Club of Pulaski on the fourth Saturday of July.
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The Gi les  County 
Clerk’s Offi ce increased 
both its accessibility and 
effi ciency with the open-
ing of a new drive-thru 
service lane at the Court-
house Annex July 20.

“We’re just excited to 
offer this service to the 
people of Giles Coun-
ty,” County Clerk Carol 
Wade said. “They can 
drive through here and 
not have to worry about 
being exposed to any-
thing. They don’t have to 
get out of the car. People 

who have a hard time 
getting up and down the 
stairs or don’t like eleva-
tors can drive through.”

Wade noted that not 
all of the services her 
offi ce provides are avail-
able through the new 
drive-thru, such as driver 
license renewal. How-

ever, many services, such 
as license plate renewal, 
handicap placards and 
title applications, can be 
performed through the 
new convenient option.

Wade added that the 
drive-thru option is ex-
pected to be a permanent 
fixture, even after the 

end of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Operating hours will 
be from 8:30 a.m.-3:30 
p.m. weekdays.

For more information, 
contact the offi ce by phone 
at 363-1509, by email 
at carol.wade@tn.gov
or by fax at 424-4795.

School Board to Consider Schools Renovation Plan

County Clerk’s Offi ce Adds Drive-Thru Option

Early Voting Brings 
‘Steady Turnout’

County Clerk’s Offi ce employees and civic leaders celebrate the grand opening of the offi ce’s new drive-thru lane which seeks to offer 
increased accessibility and effi ciency to local citizens.   MARK MIZE / PULASKI CITIZEN

C        VID-19
BY-THE-NUMBERS
Giles County
Positives — 273
Negatives — 4,119
Recovered — 96
Fatalities — 5

Tennessee
Positives — 96,489
Negatives — 1,296,839
Fatalities — 978
Recovered — 57,239

According to TN.gov/
health as of 2 p.m. July 27.


