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The fi rst step has been taken 
in a historic move that, if ap-
proved, would make Martin 
Methodist College the newest 
undergraduate institution in 
the University of Tennessee 
System.

If all the elements of a let-
ter of intent signed in July are 
achieved over the next year, 
MMC would become the 
fourth undergraduate college 
in the UT System, joining UT 
Knoxville, UT Chattanooga 
and UT Martin. It would 
also be the fi rst undergradu-
ate school added to the UT 

System since the University 
of Chattanooga became UT 
Chattanooga more than 50 
years ago.

“We are always looking to 
expand educational oppor-
tunities for Tennesseans,” 

UT President Randy Boyd 
said. “Martin Methodist is a 
historic institution that, for 
150 years, has provided op-
portunities and excellence to 
Tennesseans in critical areas 
such as nursing, education, 

criminal justice, social servic-
es and business. Its graduates 
are vital to the long-term eco-
nomic success of the region.”

Being the fi rst step, the let-
ter of intent sets forth the pa-
rameters by which the agree-

ment would be forged. What 
the campus will be named and 
other transitional details have 
not been determined.

“This is all pending ap-
proval,” Martin Methodist 
College President Dr. Mark 
La Branche said. “There has 
to be several steps and we 
don’t want to be presump-
tuous. But we want to be 
public about the discussion 
and our confi dence that this 
will be a success pending the 
fi nal approval by both sets of 
trustees, the legislature and 
our accreditors.”

Both Boyd and La Branche 

First Step Could Lead to Martin 
Methodist Joining UT System

Elkton City Attorney Joe Fowlkes swears in recently re-elected Aldermen Payton Blade, Bobby Sherrell and Bill 

Bonjour at the Sept. 10 meeting.   SUBMITTED

by Mark Mize
STAFF WRITER

The Elkton Board of 
Mayor and Aldermen 
swore in three recently 
elected aldermen and 
also appointed a new 
vice mayor at its Sept. 10 
meeting.

Aldermen Bobby Sher-
rell, Payton Blade and 
Bill Bonjour, each in-
cumbents who were 
re-elected Aug. 4, were 
sworn in by city attorney 
Joe Fowlkes. In the past, 
the alderman who re-
ceived the most votes was 
appointed vice mayor, 
however this term, mayor 
Jimmy Dean Caldwell 
asked for nominations 
from the board. Sherrell 
was nominated by fellow 
alderman Jim Lathrop 
and subsequently ap-
pointed to the position.

Elkton Board Appoints New Vice Mayor
Caldwel l  a l so  ad-

dressed the issue of 
whether or not the board 
would appoint an alder-
man to replace Bill Cary, 
who chose not to run 

for re-election this fall. 
No candidates ran for 
his seat. Caldwell and 
Fowlkes both affirmed 
that the board has the 
option of whether or not 

to appoint an alderman 
to the vacant seat, but it 
is not required.

“We had an election 
this last month, and there 
was plenty of time for 

people to put their name 
in the hat, to go out and 
get those votes through 
the electoral process,” 

G i l e s  C o u n t y 
Schools  wi l l  offer 
FREE BREAKFAST 
and LUNCH until fur-
ther notice, under the 
USDA meal waiver.  

These meals are for 
ALL students 18 years 
of age and younger. 
Children DO NOT 
have to be enrolled in 
Giles County Schools in 
order to pick up meals.

Giles County Schools 
will be offering a week 

of meals in one pick-up 
day. Each Wednesday, 
breakfast and lunch will 
be provided from noon-
1 p.m. Snack items are 
not included in the free 
meal program.  

Virtual students must 
register online for meal 
pickup. Visit gcboe.
us and complete the 
Virtual Learning Meal 
Pickup Survey. 

by Barbara Harmon
STAFF WRITER

The Pulaski Board of 
Mayor and Aldermen 
decided to table the de-
cision of an additional 
plaque being added to 
the door of the PA an-
nouncer booth in the 
George Martin Press Box 
at Sam Davis Park to col-
lect more information.

After a previously 
approved request, a 
plaque honoring the late 
Bill Holt, longstand-

ing GCHS football PA 
announcer, has been 
designated to the door 
of the PA announcer
booth.

John Nelson, who said 
he represents a group of 
Bridgeforth High School 
alumni, has presented 
a request to honor the 
name of Bridgeforth PA 
announcer J.R. McClure 
with a plaque alongside 
Holt’s on the door.

Nelson cited Alder-
man Ricky Keith’s ear-
lier encouragement of 

adding to community 
recognition of historical 
fi gures by lifting up black 
historical fi gures.

The board heard nu-
merous statements from 
the community and those 
who knew both men de-
scribing the legacy of 
each.

“He would spend hours 
at Sam Davis before the 
season started just mak-
ing sure of little details, 
like, are the bulbs burn-
ing in the scoreboard, 
is the PA system work-

ing correctly,” said Beth 
Beech, Holt’s daughter. 
“He wanted everything 
perfect because we rep-
resented Pulaski, and he 
wanted the very best.”

The board and mem-
bers of the community 
alike agreed it was not 
a question of these two 
men’s accomplishments 
as both were commend-
able for a tribute of their 
own.

“We in no manner 
question or challenge 
the qualifi cations of the 

man you all approved 
for the name to go on 
the announcer’s booth,” 
Nelson said. “We are 
here asking that his 
name [McClure] as a 
co-honorary, an add-
on, if you will, to that 
of one you have already 
approved — not in any 
manner to challenge Mr. 
Holt’s qualifi cations to 
be there.”

Alderman Vicky Har-
well said, “My concern 

by Scott Stewart
PUBLISHER

Two Giles County Com-
mission committees have 
given their blessings for 
the Giles County School 
System to start school 
upgrades and renovations 
as soon as possible.

Both the county com-
mission’s Schools Com-
mittee and Budget Com-
mittee voted to recom-
mend the allocation of 
$3.2 million to the school 
system’s capital projects 
fund contingent on the 
school system’s agree-

ment to match the funding 
with $3.2 million from its 
own fund balance.

The dam of funding for 
the long-sought schools 
upgrades funds broke 
loose during last week’s 
meeting of the commis-
sion’s schools committee.

At the schools com-
mittee meeting County 
Executive Melissa Greene 
broke down the proposed 
project and the costs and 
options for funding the 
project.

Her recommendation 
was the county and school 
system each pitch in exist-

ing funding that would 
cover $8.2 million of the 
$16.2 million project cost. 
The school system would 
provide $3.2 million from 
its fund balance, $2 mil-
lion would come from the 
county’s Capital Projects 
Fund and $3 million from 
the county’s General Fund 
Balance. All three accounts 
would maintain healthy 
balances even with these 
funds removed from them, 
according to Greene.

The question that re-
mained was how to fi -
nance the remaining $8 
million.

One key source of con-
tention for many county 
commissioners concern-
ing schools upgrades 
has been Energy Sav-
ings Group (ESG), the 
company chosen by the 
Giles County Board of 
Education to implement 
the schools renovation 
and energy savings plan.

Greene recommended 
the school system use 
ESG’s projected utilities 
savings of approximately 
$1 million per year to 
pay the annual cost of 

C        VID-19
BY-THE-NUMBERS
Giles County

Positives — 528
Negatives — 7,608
Fatalities — 17
Inactive — 446

Tennessee
Positives — 174,274
Negatives — 2,282,076
Fatalities — 2,097
Inactive — 156,808

According to TN.gov/health 
as of 2 p.m. Sept. 14.
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